
Unit 3
Societal Concerns and National Policy

Lesson 2
Student Activity

Science, Society, and America’s Nuclear Waste 49

Directions: Everything we do involves some risk, but some things are riskier than others.  Below is
an alphabetical list of 30 activities and technologies.  Rank the risk of an individual (not necessarily
you, but any average person) of dying in any year from these activities and technologies, with #1 as
the most likely and #30 as the least likely.

alcoholic beverages high school and college football power mowers
bicycles home appliances prescription antibiotics
commercial aviation hunting railroads
contraceptives large construction skiing
electric power (non-nuclear) motorcycles smoking
firefighting motor vehicles spray cans
food coloring mountain climbing surgery
food preservatives nuclear power swimming
general (private) aviation pesticides vaccinations
hand guns police work X-rays

1. _________________________________ 16. _______________________________

2. _________________________________ 17. _______________________________

3. _________________________________ 18. _______________________________

4. _________________________________ 19. _______________________________

5. _________________________________ 20. _______________________________

6. _________________________________ 21. _______________________________

7. _________________________________ 22. _______________________________

8. _________________________________ 23. _______________________________

9. _________________________________ 24. _______________________________

10. ________________________________ 25. _______________________________

11. ________________________________ 26. _______________________________

12. ________________________________ 27. _______________________________

13. ________________________________ 28. _______________________________

14. ________________________________ 29. _______________________________

15. ________________________________ 30. _______________________________

Day 2
Risk


