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MR. BRADSHAW: Hi. Les Bradshaw, Nye County
Sgﬁagékg%g of Natural Resource and Federal Facilities, 1210
East Basin Road, Pahrump, Nevada.

We've completed a preliminary review of this EIS.
It's 1,600 pages or so, the supplemental reading materials.

The backup materials I've been told is 30 to 40,000 additiocnal
pages.

DOE spent since at least 1996 on this preject and
I've been told -- and I could be correct -- have spent 27
million dollars producing this document.

We suggest the document is deficient, legally
deficient in a number of areas. We call upon the DOE to
re-examine socme of the sections of this EIS and issue
Supplemental Draft for further comment by the public.

The DOE's policy is to be in full compliance with
the letter and spirit of NEPA. That's the Natiocnal
Environmental Policy Act under which they are doing this
document.

That's the -- that was the statement by former

Secretary of Energy, which suggests that the letter may have
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We are the ones -- we public were the ones that
begged DOE to extend the comment period from ninety days to 180
days. This was done unwillingly and only after Congressional
delegation intervention.

If the ninety days had started and we were under
a ninety-day comment period, we would be halfway through that
by now, andlfist people that have looked at this document have
not been able to deal with it.

It is only the professionals, the paid staffers
of all these various agencies that are ever going to be able to
deal with this deocument in any meaningful w;;f]

The issues that are brought f;;;;rd in the EIS
deal with a national problem. The policy of the Department of
Energy and this nation is simply to shift that problem from --
from the producing sites to Nye County.

While Nye County has done its duties over the
decades and has shouldered various naticnal burdens. We ask
the nation on this particular problem to take a careful look at
what the impacts will be upon Nye County, because after all,
when it is all transported, it will be here in this county
right up the road. You step cutside this building, you can see

Yucca Mountain.

This is not -- the project is not planned to
contain the waste within the mountain. It is the plan leakage
€4,
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program the DOE relying upon distance, time to protect the
residents of this valley.

We suggest thatEE%ny of the databases and
modeling that was used to come to the conclusions in this EIS
are uncertain at best, have been criticized by national groups
and that additiocnal information is needed to give any measure

of reasonable predictability to how the Yucca Mountain system

will work.

In addition, we suggest that EE? EIS has not
looked at the cumulative impacts of federal agency actions in
Nye County as it's required by CEQ guidelin%%]

We suggest that the EIS looked at the im --
looked internally at the impacts but didn’'t reach out and see
what sister agencies are doing in the county, including the
Yucca Mountain project in the context of a huge amount of other
federal actions having to do with natural resources, water
supply, socioceconomic impacts, transportation, public safety
and the like.

We also suggest that k&}s document does not fully
examine the issue of mitigation of these impact%Z] The document
doesn't -- doesn't tell, for instance, how DOE or the country
or the nation or the administration or anyone else is going to
assure that the residents of this valley that they will have a
safe -- predictably safe drinking water and agricultural water

supply in the years to come.
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We asked for cooperating agency status in this
NEPA action and it was refused even though Nye County for many

projects with other federal agencies was granted cooperating

agency status.

We believe that with cooperating agency status,
we could have worked with DOE to give you better information
about the particulars of this county, this community and the
document would have been better for that.

MR. BROWN: Five minutes.

MR. BRADSHAW: We suggest that the EIS examine
the impacts of components of the program which are in fact not
set.

You ——\you have examined a transportation program
that is fluid, routes, loads, cancers, metallurgy, many issues
that have to do with the transportation program are not fixed,
they’'re not set.

How can this community Jjudge the safety and the

efficacy of your efforts when we don't know what the program

is?

We can say that about the groundwater modeling
system. We can say that about plans for emergency response.
We can say that about sociceconomic impacts,

We don't know what's going --| we don't know what

the DOE program is because the DOE program isn't fixed.

Because repository design even at this time right today, the
18~
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9contt 1 design for the repository's not fixed. EIS000079
2 How can we judge whether the mountain will work

3 or the extent of its ability to retard waste movement when the

4 degign isn't down? How can this EIS be of any use in that

5 regard?

106 We also suggest that the additional land

7 withdrawal that is sought by the BL, -- DOE, the BLM land on the
8 aouthwest edge of the Nevada Test Site just south and west of

9 the Yucca Mountain project, when that plan is finalized and you
10 have the total land package in place, that part of that Yucca
11 Mountain project will be within the town boundaries of the Town
12 of Amargosa Valley.

13 Tt is unconscionable that any town in this

14 country should be within the twelve mile limit, which we

15 presume is the safety zone. You've set a twelve mile limit,

16 but this twelve mile limit would be in fact within the town

17 boundaries of this community.

18 We will be submitting additional detailed

19 comments about this EIS in the future. We know we have about
20 four and a half months to go. We intend to listen carefully,

21 to continue our examination of the document.

22 Thank you.
23 MS. DIXON: Thank you for your comments.
24 MR. BROWN: Thanks very much.
25 Our next speaker is Tom Bugo.
o
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