SRECHVED MR. GOAN: Thank you.
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SEP 30 1999 My name is Brad Goans. I live in Tecopa, and
it's going to take me a while to get through what I want tc say
about this document because it took me a long time to try to

figure out how to read it, which I haven't finished doing yet.

The first comment is that it seems deliberately
inadequate and deliberately deceptive, starting with the cover.

As it was said before, it's not spent fuel, it's irradiated

fuel.

From this statement all the way through, it's an
inadecuate and incomprehensible document, mostly.

I've been reading the -- the Environmental Policy
Act, and it -- it's got some very interesting things in it.

First off, it says that these EIS's are to be
used to make decisions, not to justify decisions that are
already made.

It says that in the law, so to try to keep

changing the plan and changing the EIS over and over again to
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meet changing data that they find ig criminal. It's against
the law.

You're supposed to give the environmental impacts
and then decide if it's safe, not make the decision to do it
and then try to convince people it's safe.

| Also, it says in this law that if scome of the
infermation is not available or 1s inadequate, that the agency
is required to do a worst case scenario accident to analyze the
worst case scenario.

Nowhere in here do they analyze any worst case
scenarios; not from a rail accident, a truck accident; not from
earthquake, nowhere, but in -- all through the document, they
talk about how inadequate the data is, so they just made broad
judgments. I

[_KTEO in the National Environmental Policy Act, it
says that alternatives must be reasonable so that they can be
reasonably judged with the proposed action.

The DOE itself in the draft, in the summary of
the draft says that their proposed no action alternatives are
not reasonable and would not happEE;J

So again, inadegquate. It's illegal.

It was brought up before that the scientific peer
review studied this EIS this year. They said that the report
was highly unreliable, and in fact the review panel concluded
predicting how radicactive waste would behave once it is stored

gy
ATLAS REPORTING SERVICES

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
(888) 4-ATLAS-1


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins
3


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins
4


Virginia A Hutchins
 

Virginia A Hutchins
5...

Virginia A Hutchins
 

Virginia A Hutchins
 

Virginia A Hutchins
 

Virginia A Hutchins
2 ...

Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

EIS000127

in the mountain, guote "may be beyond the analytical
capabilities of any scientific and engineering team."

So we're trying to do something that we de not
have the scientific ability to even study, let alone do.

They're trying to ram it down our throats. We can't let it

happen.l

told us they wanted a solid block of rock with no water flowing

| They started digging into this mountain. They

through it.

They found fifteen to thirty fractures per meter
in the tunnel that they've drilled. They found crystals that
were made by either water going up or water going down and they
don't know which, and they found chambers in the mountain, big
ones that they tried to fill up with gravel before their own
scientists got to look at %EL]and this is the honesty that
we're having out of this group of people that are writing this
document and trying to ram this down our threats.

Proof they're trying to ram it down ocur throats,
a quote from Dr. Ernest Moniz, the undersecretary of energy
who's overseeing the Yucca Mountailn research, said, quote:
"One way or another, we've got to advance towards geological
digposgal. We're pushing it hard."

This at a point where they're supposed to be
studying if it's possible, not ramming it down ocur throats.

The EIS studies several designs in there, the |
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low, medium and high level high density models. Those models
are -- they compare how long that the repository will stay
above the boiling point of water forcing water as steam up out
of the repository.

They know it's going to happen. It's not even

if. They just talk about how long it's going to be that way.I

Cumulative impacts. It was touched on before.
Curmulative impacts of underground testing.

We know the water in the Test Site is polluted
because they've set off underground bombs right in the water
table as well as above and below it.

DOE data shows plutconium migrating through that
water table. At least over a mile so far, and the only reason
they only know it's gone a mile is because they haven't checked
any further away than that to gee how far it might have gone.l

[_EEE_EIS needs to decide a design and follow 1it.

Follow it through. You can't throw out all these possibilities

and then pick a different one later.
| As it was said, it's against Nevada law to bring
high-level nuclear waste into the state and to even leave it
where it might get into the water table.l
The Draft EIS starts out invalid on the cover. A
very important thing about it is that all through it, it's

deceptive. It shows these beautiful little maps cof the

underground repository. That's what it says in the draft -- T
oA
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mean in the summary, which as I said before, is supposed to
summarize everything that's in the report.

This is the report which I haven't managed to
read all the way through vet, but I'm kind of ricocheted into
it out of the summary.

It shows basically the same pictures, right?
Nice. I got to find my page here. There's too many of them to
really follow it through.

I have too many notes. I've been at this too
many late nights.

MR. BROWN: You're probably not alone.

Do you do you want to move on to your next point?

MR. GOANS: I'm the last speaker and we got till
ten o'clock, so if anybody wants to leave, they can, but vyou
guys got to stay.

| Okay. Here's what I was looking for. In the
actual Environmental Tmpact Statement, we have a different
picture. This one shows three blocks and three sets of
tunnels, not just the one that's shown in the draft. This is
in the impact statement. This is the appendix to the impact
statement.

This picture and some of the others show blocks
labeled up to block 8, and this is what it might lock like
under the low thermal load design.

It's not even in the impact statement, let alone
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in the draft that people are supposed to read. That's illegal.
r;;-the Code of Federal Regulations, the o
environmental impact -- the environmental law, the maximum
environmental impact law, it says: ‘"Agencies shall ensure the
professional integrity, including the scientific integrity of
the discussions and analysis of the EIS."
In this volume here on page I-5, there's a very

interesting little sguare that it cuts out here. It says:

"The Monte Carlo method of uncertainty: An analytical method
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that uses random sampling of parameter values available for

input into numerical model as a means of approximating the

uncertainty."

So they don't know what's going to be. They

don't know how to figure out what it's going to be, so they

take a random number generator and let it plug in the values

that they're using to come up with the fact that nobody's going

to get hurt.

Ckay?

The Monte Carlo method.

I know we're in Nevada,

but still. A different final outcome for each individual

calculation. Criminal negligence. I
| The Code of Federal Regulations also regquires

that wherever they have uncertainties,

worst case scenario accident. None are here.

considered.

They consider earthqguakes to be strong enough to
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completely demolish both the waste handling and the waste --
the other waste building that they plan on running the waste
through out there.

They figure both those buildings would collapse
in an earthquake on top of the waste that's in 'em, and yet
nothing is going to happen to a single one of those holes that
they bored through that porous rock that's full of all those
holes -- all these fissures per meter. It's not even
considered at all.

T can't -- I've spent a lot of hours trying to
come up with a real adequate response, and it can't be done in
the amount of time they'wve given us.

I was on a nuclear submarine, qualified on a
nucleatr reactor. I have a background of some sort and I can't

wade through this stuff.

| The law requires that it be written in plain

English so we can all understand. It's not.

| It also says that the draft is supposed to be no
more than -- the summary is supposed to be no more than fifteen
pages, and we have about eighty. Seventy pages as cpposed to
the fifteen required by law.
The impact statement itself is supposed to be no
more than 150 pages long under the normal circumstances, and in
extenuating circumstances, can go to 300 pages, and how many

pages do we have here?
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wWell, I lost my notes on how many pages. It was
500 and some odd pages of Environmental Impact Statement that
igs filler. Just put in there as snow. It's -- it's to confuse
you. It's not there to help you understand EE;J

Try quickly to buzz through these that I've got.

On page 59 in the summary, DOE says that they are
building this thing as a total system to ensure the long-term
isclation of the materials from the accegsible environment.

However, on the next page, S10, they're talking
about limiting the amount of radiation that's released. One
page difference between isolation and limiting without any
discussion between them how they got there.

Many places, it talks about limiting or -- of
isolating it, and yet they claim they found no potential

environmental impacts that would be a basis for not proceeding,

none. |

nice little pretty map here comparing the two no action

| When they do their comparisons here, they got a

scenarios, the one that assumes that for the 10,000 vyears,
we're going to keep rebuilding this thing every hundred years,
at least, effective institutional control for 10,000 years, and
the another one that assumeg that we'll lose that control in
about a hundred years.

What they don't talk about is as soon as they put

those things in the mountain and close the hole, they've lost

o8
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institutional contrel. They have no way to deal with it if
it's leaking, and yet that's not considered in the

Environmental Impact Statement.

Rainfall. This thing says we get about four to
ten inches of rain a year. That might be true. How many
remember getting four inches of rain in one morning this year?
and that storm swept straight north to Yucca Mounta%E;J

T;;;y're not realistic in anything that they say
in this whole documeEE;_J

MR. BROWN: We're at the twenty minute mark, and
I wanted to see --

MR. GOANS: Okay. Is there anybody else here

wanting to speak?

MR. BROWN: That was my question. I don't know
if anybody --

MR. GOANS: If I'm cutting anybody off —-

MR. BROWN: That's fine. But if not --
all right.

MR. GOANS: It says in here that Pahrump has all

the services we need to take care of the problem. We don't
even have a hogpital. |

|;;;y're talking about pumping a whole lot of
water out of Jackass Flats to put a lot of concrete linings in
and all of these things, but what they're not taking into

consideration is that all the water they pump out of Jackass

68
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Flats is already radioactive, so they're going to be building
the repository out of radioactive concrete.
And they're not addressing that in the impacts;
not for the workers; not for us.
What are the effects of making concrete with
radioactive water and then expecting it to last for 10,000
yquizi
|The other thing is that the -- the releases that
vou're talking about, they keep bumping it down. In their
graphs in here, they don't even start showing up on the graph.
The amount of radiation releases don't even start showing up on
the graph until 50,000 years down the road, because they went
ahead and projected this stuff on out anyway just to see.
50,000 years down the road, you start seeing
major releases, and at 330,000 years down the road, you have
the peak, and then it starts tapering off a little and it's
still way up there when it passes the million year mark and
it's not even beginning to finish dumping all this radiation
into the environment, and yet they're only looking at a 10,000
year, which is expected to be before there's any real problems,
if there's no accident.|
|They need to take that data that they've got from
maximum exposure in 330,000 years and put that at about ten
vears after the repository closes when it's full and we have
the seven point earthgquake at Yucca Mountain and the whole
%
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mountain comes down on top of that stuff.

That could happen. They won't even consider it,
but they're regquired by law to ceonsider that. It's the worst
case scenario. Nowhere do they talk about that.

I've taken enough of your time and I'm going to
have to take a lot more of my time to get this into a concise
written form before I can turn it in because I -- I've only
read a tenth of the Environmental Impact Statement at most to

come up with this stuff.

There's one thing left I'd like to say. Ycu talk

about worst case scenarios. What about the socioeconomic
impacts of a worst case scenario that nobody in the State of
Nevada wants Yucca Mountain; not the government, not the
people.

If they try to ram it down Nevada's throat, what
if Nevada tries to secede from the union? That's a

socioeconomic impact that could be very real.

You got a lot of militias out here who don't like

the Federal Government, anyway. So that is something that

really should be considered. What about if we just say., "No

go. n

Thank you very much.
MR. SKIPPER: Thank you for your comment.
MR. BROWN: That is the end of those who pre-
signed up to speak.
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