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MR. BROWN: Thank you. Our next speaker isg

EIS000247

Tom Ambrose.

MR. AMBROSE: Good evening.

MR. BROWN: Good evening.

MR, AMBROSE: Where did we get that Tom?

MR. BROWN: Well, that's the name that was
written down here, but they must have transcribed
it incorrectly, so perhaps you can correct me.

MR. AMBROSE: My mother gave me the name
Tommy and I have been fighting it for 75 years.
Anyway, 1 appreciate the opportunity to address
vou. I haven’'t had much time to prepare but that
doesn't inhibit me. I will be very brief. I am
retired from a 45-year career in research and
development. Now, I am a rancher. This morning I
spent two hours chasing off deer hunters that were
on my posted property where I was trying to protect
a few things.

But I am a trained chemical engineer and
a professional engineer in several states. I spent
17 years at Hanford with three different
organizations. TFive years of that time was
director of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.

While I was there that five vears we developed a

0



10

i1

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

EIS000247

process for retaining high-level nuclear waste in
glass vitrofication and in canisters demonstrated
and can be used throughout the world.

Following that I spent six vears as
asgistant to the president of the University of
California in between him and the three national
laboratories that California manages: Livermoore,
Los Alamos, and Berkeley campus.

From my perspective, and I speak in a
retired capacity as only for me, that the nation
has a major problem, and the mixture of politics
and science has not served the nation well. As a
few of the former speakers have mentioned that the
DOE has not lived up toc its promises that it has
made. Congress saw to it that they couldn't and as
such this problem continues to build.

We have a collection of nuclear waste
that we receive from our military submarines and
the carriers and weapons that actually brought
World War II to a conclusion, the Korean War, and
actually the destruction of the Soviet Union. We
have some other nations really is coming home to us
because we loaned it to them with the deal that we
would take it back.

And the nuclear power reactors that are
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storing waste in narrow retention basins, which
weren't designed to take care of the long-term
spent fuel. And now they are having to modify that
at great cost. And we as such are just now trying
to face up to this and put the waste in waste and
spent fuel in a centralized area, which generally
leads to more efficient and more safe type storage.

Both other speakers have mentioned the
aspects of spent fuel that are actually putting
barium forever. The only satisfaction I can draw
out of this is that we are talking about 50 to 100
vears. We will have to go back and get that fuel
because of the energy that is there we have to
have.

By the way, during my career I spent
gsometime in Kuwait and Saudi and so forth, and
watched the o©il being pumped out that we are living
on right now as a very wasteful society, by the
way. When that oil is depleted we will have to go
back to fission. We have no choice. In my
opinion, we have no choice. What we will use will
be rather sophisticated fission and in a breeding
process present plutonium as in spent fuel. What
is it, about 90 percent of uranium is still there.

We have to have it. Societies of that time will
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look back at us and giggle a little bit, I hope.
But they will really say that we were a very, very
wasteful society.

S0 at this point,| is Yucca Mountain the
best place in the world to store fuel, to dispense
waste? I kind of doubt it. But is it good enough?
It is plenty good enough. It's the best way that
we have identified in this natioé:]

By the way, in part of my time as
director of PNL I spent time on the advisory beoards
for the group contracted by Batelle Memorial
Institute at that time to identify the most
suitable place for waste repository in the nation.
In the midst of it Congress cut it flat. Stopped
it. And we have kind of started all over again
leading to some of our difficulties that we are
currently having.

[Eé I think we need to move. As an
individual I am saying that we need to move ahead.
Centralize the waste and spent fuel. Collect it in
a sensible fashion. The transportation methods
have been quite well identified. There have been
accidents as we have mentioned. Nothing too
serious. But as a nation we simply have to move
aheaa Thank you.

MR. BROWN: Thank you. Our next speaker is

John Bennion. (E)
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