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PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE DEIS FOR THE GEOLOGIC REPOSITORY AT YUCCA
MOUNTAIN

| have been a resident of Nevada throughout the entire period of the Yucca
Mountain controversy and have attended the public hearing held in Las
Vegas on January 11, 2000. As a concerned and possibly affected citizen,
have looked at the impressive volume of scientific data and would like to
present the following comments:

| it is obvious, that a solution to the radioactive waste disposal problem
has to be found. First, it appears very urgent, that continued production of
nuclear energy has to be stopped and alternative energy sources be
employed and funded more generously.][Second, the no-action alternatives
look totally fabricated, not really viable alternatives at all. What
institutional controls? What after 100 years? Do we leave our garbage
cans in front of the house and look at them for 100 years?]

Ehe mandate by Congress, that no alternative sites to Yucca Mountain need
to be established, seems most unreasonable; we, as Nevadans, are being
coerced into accepting a site, which has been rejected by other states. So,
here we are forced by power politics to accept, what is being rammed into
our landscape. This is no issue for power politigl Ethe nuclear waste is
such an odious deal, let it not be pushed off into our corner from 43 other
states. It is unwise to rely on one facility alone and simply keep our
fingers crossed, that it may work ouﬂ

Iimr scientific calculations are impressive and comprehensive, but no
matter what, human nature and its flaws cannot ever be calculated with
any safety. Last year, one of our precious satellites got lost in space,
because the minds of the great confused the metric with the empirical
system. What an expensive example that is!

And than there is nature: Much can be foreseen, calculated, controlied, but
not for very long, least of all for 100 or 10.000 years. Our region has
earthquakes, as you documented, shifting of the landscape and our water
tables are not constant. |
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6 Ii\lhat looks to me as the greatest liability of ali is the transportation
question: 2000 miles on average per load. Here is another factor, why more
than a Western state needs to be considered.
Our highways are burdened, trucks break down, turn over, drivers are
human and make mistakes and weather conditions reek havoc. To send
fatally dangerous, harmful cargo out West in yet untried, unbuilt and
untested containers over thousands of miles is more hazardous than
_setting out West 100 years ago by wagon train. |
7 If Congress cannot come up with a better or more acceptable plan than a
“singular site at Yucca Mountain, then, the routes to it should be chosen to
completely avoid the Las Vegas area, its beltway with home to home
residences and schools. Let the military with its vast areas further North
be the host to a railroad from Caliente to Chalk Mountain. That is
forbidden terrain, uninhabited, at least, so we believe. |
8 @hat about the Indian Tribes? Is the Ruby Valley Treaty to be ignored,
their claims to the land ignored? |
9 | Another shortcoming of the DEIS is the omission of cross-country
transportation routes. Does our population know, that these trucks with
radioactive material will be rolling past their backyards in the future?
They have a right to know and to comment what is ptanned for their
neighborhood. You need more public hearings across the chosen route£|

(COSm. d) |lhe deepest tragedy is the uncertainty and the unknown for our future
generations, they have the burden to solve these issues over and over

again, if we allow our politician to forge ahead with a speedy plan and a

shoddy solution. |

10 |In_summary; | hope for study of alternate, multiple sites, minimal
distance transportation, field tested containers for the waste materials,
least environmental degradation. Safety for our population and the Ianﬂ

| am grateful for the chance to be heard.

Ursula Wilson-Booth
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