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Clinton Bastin, Chemical Engineer, Nuclear Programs (Retired) US Department of Energy

Past President (1983-1996) NTEU Chapter 228, representing DOE Headquarters Employees
‘ 987 Viscount Court, Avondale Estates, Georgia 30002

Telephone 404 297 2005; E-Mail clintonbastin@msn.com

January 12, 2000

| RECEIVED

Ms. Wendy R. Dixon, EIS Project Manager JAN 18 2000
US Departiment of Energy M/S 010

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management

Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office

P.O. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV 89036-03070

Dear Ms. Dixon:

My comments on the “Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Geologic Repository
for the Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High Level Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain, Nye
County, Nevada” were sent to President Bill Clinton, Energy Secretary Bill Richardson and leaders
of Congress because I know from experience that the environmental review process of the US
Department of Energy (DOE) is seriously flawed.| Enclosed is a copy of the letter, which I hope you
accept as comments on the EIS. Footnote 1 is an example of the flawed DOE process.

The major flaw in this DEIS is the failure to clearly distinguish between “Spent Nuclear Fuel,”

‘ which contains large quantities of weapons and energy usable material, and “High Level Radioactive

Waste,” which does not. Most Americans are not aware of the difference, because the program
initiated by Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Glenn Seaborg during the Administration of
President John Kennedy to provide full and accurate information about nuclear technology to
Americans was discontinued by the Energy Research and Development Administration and the
Department of Energy. Footnote 9 provides more information.

Disposal of spent nuclear fuel would create a virtually permanent proliferation/diversion threat
and deny an energy resource that could provide all of the electricity needs of the US for more than
10,000 years. This action should not be approved.

Disposal of high level radioactive waste would not create a proliferation threat nor deny an
important energy resource. Moreover, its shipment to and disposal at Yucca Mountain would not
result in significant danger to present or future populations. This action should be approved.

1 appreciate the opportunity to submit comments on this DEIS.

: Sincerely
Clinton Bastin

Attachment: Letter with enclosures
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Clinton Bastin, Chemical Engineer, Nuclear Programs (Retired) US Department of Energy

Past President (1983-1996) NTEU Chapter 228, representing DOE Headquarters Employees
987 Viscount Court, Avondale Estates, Georgia 30002

Telephone 404 297 2005; E-Mail clintonbastin@msn.com

( ‘ January 12, 2000

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

{
Dear Mr. President:

Comments on the “Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Geologic Repository for
the Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High Level Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain, Nye
County, Nevada” are provided to you because I know from experience that the environmental review
process of the US Department of Energy (DOE) is seriously flawed!. Concluding remarks discuss
need for a new approach and new vision for nuclear technology in the U.S. Enclosure 1 is a
biographical sketch. Following are my comments:

| « The DEIS fails to explain that spent fuel being considered for disposal at Yucca Mountain
would contain enough plutonium for 100,000 nuclear weapons. This plutonium would
become accessible for easy recovery after a few hundreds year decay of intensely radioactive
fission products. Thus the proposed action for disposal of spent fuel would lead to a virtually
permanent proliferation/diversion threat that could not be safeguarded.

« The DEIS also fails to explain that materials in this spent fuel could be used to produce
electricity needs for the U.S. for more than 10,000 years, without the pollutants that poison
our atmosphere and greenhouse gases that threaten catastrophic climatic changes. |

+ Creation of geologic deposits of large quantities of accessible, weapons usable material and
dénial of an important energy resource are not responsible actions. The proposed action for

disposal of spent fuel at Yucca Mountain should not be approved.

'For example, the DEIS for New Tritium Production Capability during the Administration of President
George Bush did not address substantive environmental issues. The factor of three to five difference in
enriched uranium required and radioactive waste generated because of the different efficiencies for tritium
production in the three types of reactors was not mentioned . My comments about this and request that the
DEIS be redone were acknowledged but ignored. Shortly before the decision, Energy Secretary James
Watkins asked for a copy of my comments, which were used to support his “no decision” on the EIS. These
actions were described to the DOE Office of Inspector General in late 1992. This process during the Reagan
Administration resulied in a decision to build new tritium preduction capability in Idaho, and was not taken
seriously. Major effort during your first term focused on production in accelerators, with production in
commercial reactors as a backup because of major technical uncertainties and known gross inefficiencies with
production in accelerators. Thirty-five years ago, the Westinghouse Electric Corporation proposal to produce
tritium in the Yankee Rowe Nuclear Power Plant was summarily rejected by the AEC because it would
compromise important nonproliferation policies of the United States and its allies. Now, because almost twenty
years and billions of dollars have been wasted and no time remains, the US is forced to compromise important,
long-standing policies against use of commercial nuclear facilities for production of nuclear weapons materials.
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« The proposed repository would provide acceptable long-term isolation from the biosphere of
high level radioactive waste - i.e., unwanted fission products that remain after recovery of
fissionable materials. The United States needs a repository for isolation of these wastes. |

« Shipments of nuclear materials, including materials similar to high level radioactive waste
being considered for shipment to Yucca Mountain, have been among the safest of any
material shipped anywhere. There has never been an accident involving shipment of nuclear
material that resulted in significant radiation exposure to humans. Design of shipping
containers, successful stringent tests to ensure their high integrity, stable physical and
chemical form of wastes, and rugged design of waste canisters provide strong assurances that
credible accidents would not result in significant radiation exposure to humans. Moreover,
experiences in cleanup of debris from nuclear weapons accidents at Palomares, Spain, and
Thule, Greenland, and cleanup of spills of high level radioactive wastes at DOE and
predecessor agency sites, provide strong assurance that recovery from even the most
catastrophic accident could be carried out without significant danger to humans. |

+ The planned action for disposal of high level radioactive wastes at Yucca Mountain should

be approved, and shipments of these materials from DOE’s Savannah River, SC and West

___ Valley, NY sites should begin as soon as possible?, |

* Most of the waste generated at DOE’s Hanford, WA site is in a form and configuration that
provides reasonable assurances of safe, long-term isolation from the biosphere. The Hanford
sife is a desert with seven inches of annual rainfall. Tt is bordered on two sides by the
Columbia River and surrounded by tens of thousands of square miles of desert. Physical and
chemical tests of soils conducted during the 1950s and 1960s showed that the combination
of dryness and ion exchange capacity of the soils would preclude significant transport of
intensely radioactive materials until after full decay®. Moreover, attempts to recover wastes

2However, vitrified waste which would contain embedded briquets of excess weapons plutonium are not
appropriate for permanent disposal at Yucca Mountain. John Ahearne, a member of your “Presidents
Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology” (PCAST) and the National Academy of Sciences committee
considering plans for disposition of excess weapons plutonium, discussed this material at the 1999 Winter
Meeting of the American Nuclear Society. He explained that plutonium contained in vitrified waste in this
manner would not provide protection equivalent to that for plutonium in spent fuel. Terrorists could remove
the waste canister from a cask by robotic type equipment, cut open the canister , break the glass, remove the
briquet of plutonium and easily transport it to a place for manufacture of a nuclear explosive. This plutonium
in a permanent repository would also be a permanent diversion/proliferation threat. The plan to embed excess
weapons plutonium in vitrified waste as a means to dispose of this material should be canceled.

:

3 An editorial in the June 13, 1993 issue of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer supported leaving Hanford wastes
there under good surveillance; my op/ed article in the July 10, 1993 issue supported this plan and provided
further explanation. Concluding paragraphs of my op/ed article state that: '

“Perhaps leaving the wastes in place at Hanford is not an ideal nuclear waste disposal solution, but
managers at Hanford from the mid-1950s through the 1960s believed that it was. The initial tanks were built
during World War II with an understanding that they would be replaced at the end of their 10-year expected
life, but tests conducted later resulted in a change of the original plan. Now the reality at Hanford is a large
amount of radioactivity in the ground, not fully retrievable no matter how much is spent. There is probably no
realistic alternative to leaving the waste in place.

“As a participant in a seminar for chemical engineering professors at Hanford in 1958, 1 conducted some of
the tests that supported conclusions that allowing the wastes to leak was an acceptable practice. 1 did not agree
with the decisions at that time not to replace the old tanks. However, all technical evaluations support the
conclusion that the wastes, stored as they are, pose no threat to human or other life forms.”

—_——m———
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from soil and old tanks would result in needless radiation exposure to workers, and
compromise the integrity of stored wastes. Finally, although small amounts of radioactivity
might move with ground water into the Columbia River, which flows alongside the Hanford
site, the amounts would be much less that those released from routine operations during the
1950s and 1960s. These releases were monitored, and there was no indication of adverse
consequences to humans or other life forms.

« Operations to remove wastes from the soil and waste tanks at Hanford should be
discontinued, except where there is evidence of danger*. However, continuing surveillance

should be maintained, in connection with other nuclear activities for the benefit of humans.

« The DOE should accept responsibility for continued storage of spent fuel at commercial
nuclear power plant sites pending actions for responsible disposition of this material®>. Storage
beyond the capacity of spent fuel storage basins should be in dry cask storage facilities similar
to that for spent fuel at the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant in Maryland®. Reactor
operators should continue to manage spent fuel storage facilities and activities. |

« The United States needs responsible programs for long term isolation of unwanted, intensely
radioactive fission products in spent fuel, but indefinite storage of spent fuel at nuclear power
plant sites or atYucca Mountain in Nevada is not such a program. At least 99.8% of the
plutonium and other fissionable materials, and any valuable fission products in spent fuel must
be removed prior to transfer of the unwanted fission products to a permanent repository.
Facilities where this is carried out must be designed and operated so that there is no
accumulation of weapons materials except in hardened areas between process steps.
Recovered weapons usable materials would be immediately fabricated into mixed oxide fuels
and destroyed and/or rendered inaccessible by irradiation in nuclear power plants. This is
discussed further in Enclosure 2 “Nuclear Technology: Need for New Vision,” a paper
presented at the Global Foundation International Energy Forum in Washington DC on
November 5, 1999.

|-_Although not a part of this DEIS, the United States and the international community need
responsible programs for appropriate control and disposition of weapons source materials
i.¢., natural and depleted uranium, including that remaining from uranium enrichment. During
the final two decades of the Cold War, weapons plutonium was produced in reactors at the
SRP/SRS from these materials. An article in the March 2, 1999 issue of The New York Times

“There have been many false allegations of a “Chernobyl-scale” accident in stored DOE wastes, and these
allegations have led to wasteful expenditures of many billions of dollars. One such allegation is described on
page 8 of enclosure 2. The “Khystym” accident at the Chelyabinsk site in the former Soviet Union was such
an accident, but that was with fresh, highly concentrated, acid waste. DOE wastes are old, dilute, and alkaline.

’A precedent for this action was established in 1962, when the nuclear industry accepted Atomic Energy
Commission (AEC) (mis)information and embarked on (flawed) commercial reprocessing. AEC plans for
acceptance of commercial spent fuel at the “Receiving Basin for Off-site Fuels (RBOF) at SRP was modified to
permit acceptance in reactor spent fuel storage basins, pending availability of spent fuel storage capability at
the commercial reprocessing site. '

6Ifycvu have not already done so, I recommend that you and leaders of Congress visit the Calvert Cliffs
Nuclear Power Plant site of Baltimore Gas and Electric Company, including the dry cask facility for storage of
spent fuel. You will also see the evidence of a strong commitment to important quality management principles.



Virginia A Hutchins
5 cont.

Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins
6

Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins
3 cont.

Virginia A Hutchins
 

Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins
7...

Virginia A Hutchins


Virginia A Hutchins



EIS000815

4

by Matt Wald discusses plans by the Department of Energy (DOE) to turn depleted uranium
into salable goods, but does not mention that depleted uranium “targets” can be used for

cont. production of weapons plutonium in any neutron source, i.e., research reactor, fusion device,

medical isotope production reactor, commercial nuclear power plant, etc, or in an
accelerator. Moreover, plutonium produced in targets would be much easier to recover,
because most of the intensely radioactive fission products are in the reactor fuel. These
materials should be stored under appropriate controls for eventual destruction through use
in advanced nuclear power plants for production of electricity or other important and valuable
purposes. The planned compromise by the US of important policies against use of commercial
nuclear power plants for production of nuclear weapons materials (discussed in footnote 1)
makes this need all the more compelling. |

« The DOE has no corporate memory and prepares revisionist history to justify its policies,
programs and plans’. The explanation of U.S. commercial reprocessing history in this DELS
is inaccurate. Because very few nuclear professionals are aware of this history, President
Emeritus Chauncey Starr of the Electric Power Research Institute and others asked that I
prepare a history of reprocessing for publication in Nuclear News, the monthly magazine of
the American Nuclear Society. | Pages 3-6 of Enclosure 2, “Nuclear Technology: Need for
New Vision™ is a brief summary of this history.

Concluding Remarks:

In his keynote address at the 1999 Global Foundation Conference, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission Commissioner Nils Diaz said that Senate Energy Committee Chairman Frank Murkowski
and Senate Budget Committee Chairman Pete Domenici were advocating a “new approach” for uses
of nuclear technology. “U.S. Nuclear Technology: Need for a New Approach” was the title of my
paper presented at the Global Foundation Conference in November 1996. A preliminary version of
this paper was given to Senator Murkowski shortly after my visit with him to the Japan Nuclear Fuel
Cycle site at Rokkasho Mura in early December 1996 and to Senator Domenici a few days later. The
final version, which incorporates points made by Senator Murkowski and comments of professional
staff of DOE’s Office of Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology, was sent to you, the Vice
President, and leaders of Congress on January 28, 1997. Response from you was positive; that from
the Vice President was that the ideas would be considered. Some have been implemented. Enclosure
3 is a copy of this paper. Needs identified in these papers include:

| * Resumption by the United States of its appropriate role as a leader in use and safeguards of
nuclear technology and reduction of threats of nuclear proliferation.

7My letter to Energy Secretary Hazel O’ Leary of April 15, 1994, expressed concern about the “revisionist
history” in DOE’s Strategic Plan. In the response, DOE Assistant Secretary for Policy Susan Ticrney agreed
that statements were “incomplete” and “inadequate,” but said that the inaccurate statements would not result
in misdirected national or international energy policies in the 1990's. My reply to Dr. Tierney of June 23, 1994,
stated that the revisionist history denied the vision of President Harry Truman - shared by Presidents
Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson - of the tremendous potential for benefit to humanity, in particular the huge
reduction in atmospheric pollution made possible by use of nuclear technology. My letter also pointed out that
misinformation could lead to misdirected national and international programs and further dangers of nuclear
proliferation. Comparable revisionist history in DOE documents dates from its earliest days.

5
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An. American public that is provided full and accurate information on the safety,
environmental advantages, medical uses, national and global security, and other benefits of
well-managed nuclear technology; a clear explanation of radiation and comparison of normal
background radiation and its variation depending on geographical location with that from uses
of nuclear technology, and lack of dangers from low levels of radiation®; dangers of nuclear
technology and how they are safeguarded; and prompt correction of any misinformation’.

« Full cooperation among nations for peaceful uses of nuclear technology.

« Assurances that best technology will be available for peaceful uses of nuclear technology by
all nations, and that information on successful and unsuccessful experiences will be provided.

« Recognition that activities involving large scale uses of complex nuclear technology must be
carried out by experienced, competent corporations.

« Asafe, efficient and reliable production complex for nuclear materials for national programs
such as defense, space exploration, medicine, industrial applications and research - including
the production and study of trans-Seaborgium elements

« Good management of the by-products of the nuclear fission process, including recycle of all
fissionable materials and long-term isolation of unwanted fission products from the biosphere.

« Adoption of partnership processes between labor and management, and between regulators
and regulated organizations for assurance of safety and resolution of differences.

s+ The United States Nuclear Material Resources Corporation, a corporate structure with full
commitment to best quality principles, for management of ali government nuclear programs,
including isolation of all radioactive wastes, design, maintenance, surveillance and production
of all nuclear weapons and weapons materials; and research, development and demonstration
to improve nuclear technology and its safeguards. Appropriate DOE sites and laboratories
should be transferred to this corporation.

e The United States Technology Policy Board, whose members are appointed by you and future

Presidents with the advice and consent of the Senate that would meet periodically to

recommend or establish long-range nuclear policieﬂ

8Senator Pete Domenici is putting great energy into correcting false allegations of dangers to humans from
Jow levels of radiation. However, these allegations have been used for many years to justify major programs of
several agencies and work of many scientists, engineers, and others, including investigation of the Yucca
Mountain site as a repository. The DOE study that showed no adverse health effects from the radiation to
participants in “Human Radiation Experiments * should have lead to further study by the Federal
Government of this matter. The large amount of data that implies health benefit from low levels of radiation
exposure provides further justification for further study by our Government. Instead, essentially all studies are
of effects from high exposures extrapolated to low exposures - which has no scientific validity. Enclosure 4 is a
copy of my letter about lack of dangers from low levels of radiation published in the December 28 issue of The
Atlanta Constitution, with that of George Berg, Professor Emeritus of Environmental Medicine at the University
of Rochester. I hope that you will provide leadership in support of Senator Domenici to correct false allegations
of dangers from low levels of radiation, and efforts to inform Americans about the lack of dangers.

SEnclosure 5 is a Guest Editorial in the Nevember 18, 1999 issue of Communily Review, an outstanding
neighborhood newspaper published in Decatur, Georgia. (Decatur is the County Seat of DeKalb County,
which was recently recognized as one of the ten best communities in the United States. This newspaper and the
community it serves are major reasons for this recognition. Enclosure 6 is a letter to the editor of Community
Review dated January 3, 2000. This letter discusses the recognition by Albert Einstein and Glenn Seaborg of
the need for Americans to be well informed about nuclear technology. Enclosure 7 is the January 6, 2000 issue
of Community Review; this letter (reduced in length for an improved focus on major points) is on page 18. The
guest editorial by Robert Soens on this same page provides good perspective on Decatur. Q
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I would be pleased to help in developing a new approach and new vision for uses of nuclear

technology by the United States, discuss this letter and its enclosures with you or other Federal
officials, or provide additional information.

Sincerely, and with best wishes and hopes for the new Millennium

Clinton Bastin

Enclosures: 1. Biographical Sketch

CCl

2. Paper: “Nuclear Technology: Need for New Vision”

3. Paper: “United States Nuclear Technology: Need for a New Approach”

4. Letters about lack of dangers from low levels of radiation in the December 28 issue
of The Atlanta Constitution, including that of George Berg, Professor Emeritus
of Environmental Medicine at the University of Rochester

5. Guest Editorial in the November 18, 1999 issue of Community Review

6. Letter to the editor of Community Review, January 3, 2000

7. January 6 issue of Community Review

Honorable Bill Richardson, The Secretary of Energy

Honorable Nils Diaz, Commissioner, US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Honorable Dennis Hastert, Speaker of the US House of Representatives
Honorable Trent Lott, Senate Majority Leader

Honorable Frank Murkowski, Chairman, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
Honorable Pete Domenici, Chairman, Senate Budget Committee
Honorable Roy Barnes, Governor of Georgia

Honorable Paul Coverdell, US Senate

Honorable Max Cleland, US Senate

Honorable Cynthia Ann McKinney, US House of Representatives
Honorable Stephanie Stuckey, Georgia House of Representatives

Dr. G. Wayne Clough, President, Georgia Institute of Technology

Mr. Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, Jr., Publisher The New York Times

Mr. Roger Kintzel, Publisher The Atlanta Journal/Constitution

Ms. Julia Glenn Carter, Publisher, Community Review
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Background on Clinton Bastin, Chemical Engineer {Ga Tech 1950)

Lead responsibilities for the US Atomic Energy Commission and successor agencies included:

» supply of the first US “Atoms for Peace” (Heavy water from Savannah River Plant)

« initial quality assurance program for tritium weapon component

« initial US Government program for disposition of commercial spent fuel including
development of criteria for shipping containers

« first production of plitonium-238, which provides reliable power for instruments for missions
into deep space such as Galileo to Planet Jupiter and Cassini to Planet Saturn

« receipt of the first shipment of spent fuel returned to the US from abroad

» chemical processing and radioactive waste management programs at the SRP, including
studies for long-term isolation of wastes from biosphere, disposition of debris from US Air
Force nuclear weapons accidents at Palomares, Spain and Thule, Greenland, and shipments
of nuclear materials from SRP to other sites, 1962 to 1972

« tritium production and processing and all nuclear weapons activities at SRP, 1962 to 1970

+ vision for commercial nuclear fuel cycle based on successful experience, 1970 to 1975

+ consultation to US national security agencies on nuclear proliferation threats, 1972 to 1982

+ lead consultant to International Atomic Energy Agency for “Organization and
Administration” and “Spent Fuel Storage” studies for Regional Nuclear Fuel Cycle Cenires,
a major non-proliferation concept of the United States, 1976

« the US non-proliferation initiative with the Government of India during the Administration
of President Jimmy Carter, 1977 to 1980

» collaborative programs with Japan for robotics and reprocessing development, 1982 to 1994

» as President of Federal Employees Union, representative of DOE Headquarters Employees
at Germantown, Maryland, and editor of the Union’s award winning newsletter, 1983 to 1996

At retirement in March 1997, he was recognized by:

+ a DOE Distinguished Career Service Award “as the U.S. authority on reprocessing and an
advocate and initiator of total quality management and partnering agreements,”

» a note of thanks from Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary for the “wonderful and productive
partnership,” and

» messages from leaders of the Russian Ministry for Atomic Energy and Russian Nuclear
Workers Union that they had adopted his ideas for partnerships between workers and
managers for improved safety and quality of nuclear operations in Russia.

Papers pfesented at Global Foundation Conferences include:
+ United States Nuclear Technology: Need for a New Approach (1996)
+ Principles of Quality for Nuclear Technology: Essential for Sustainable Energy at Reasonable

Costs tn a Clean Environment (1997)
= Nuclear Technology: Need for New Vision (1999)

Signer and Director of the Eagle Alliance ' and a member of the American Nuclear Society special
committee on nonproliferation.

'"The Eagle Alliance is a partnership of individuals and representatives of organizations who have worked
to develop peaceful uses of nuclear technology and have declared their interdependence in the task of preserving,
enhancing, and fully utilizing nuclear technology for the benefit of humanity. Mission of the Eagle Alliance is to
provide full and aceurate information to Americans about nuclear technology. '%)
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Enclosure 2

NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY: NEED FOR NEW VISION

Clinton Bastin, Chemical Engineer United States Department of Energy (Retired)
987 Viscount Ct Avondale Estates, GA 3 0002 - Global Foundation Conference November 1999

Nuclear power plants generate electricity without release of chemicals that cause atmospheric
pollution: and global warming that threatens catastrophic climatic changes'. Increased and more
efficient use of nuclear technology could reduce this danger and threat. However, in its recent
report?, Mobil Corporation dismisses nuclear power as a non-fossil alternative for reducing emissions
that cause global warming, because of “concern over safety and proliferation.”

Mobil’s vision for nuclear power is flawed. But itis based on a 1998 International Energy Agency
report’, reflects the vision of many Americans and their political leaders, and is reflected in US nuclear
policies and programs. The vision is flawed because: ' '

+  Well-funded organizations provide misleading information which overstates dangers of
nuclear technology to local public interest groups, news media, local, state, and national
political representatives and others. This information is provided under the guise of bringing
“seientific excellence to public policy issues to promote the democratization of science and
a healthier environment.”* _ o .

«  The nuclear community has failed to counter this effort with accurate information to these .
same entities. In particular, the nuclear community has failed to provide information to the

- public about the highly successful, coordinated, worldwide efforts by nuclear utility
. organizations over the past ten years to improve safety and performance of nuclear power

~ plants. o o
 The vision is also flawed because the nuclear community has failed to make clear to the public

and political leaders: . o BT .

' Differences between actions that led to nuclear proliferation and those for nuclear power.

« (Thelack of a credible proliferation threat from well managed and safeguarded nuclear power.

« - The fact that spent fuel reprocessing and recycle are essential components of good nuclear
‘non-proliferation and radioactive waste management practices. These actions are needed so
‘that more efficient use can be made of fissioniable materials, and unwanted radioactive fission
‘products can be disposed of without need for permanent safeguards. In addition, potential
‘weapons usable materials are destroyed through beneficial use. ‘ _

« The fact that fast reactors are an essential component of good nuclear non-proliferation
! practice since they destroy through beneficial use, nuclear material and source materials that
_could be used to make weapons. : : '

A new 'vision is needed, based on accurate assessment of experiences with nuclear technology, lessons
learned from those experiences, efforts to achieve outstanding safety and performance, and good policies
and management. This new vision - and communication of that vision to Americans and their political
leaders - will lead to recognition of the need for the great benefits of nuclear technology, and
resumption, by the United States, of its appropriate role as a leader in its use.

This “new vision” will differ from the present vision - but is recaptured from the exceptional vision
of past leaders of nuclear programs - including Glenn Seaborg, to whom this conference is dedicated.
However, it rejects the vision of those that led to failure.

N X
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The new vision includes full cooperation among nations for all components for peaceful uses
of nuclear technology.

Early leaders of the United States Atomic Energy Commission recognized that uncontrolled
development of nuclear technology by individual nations could lead to nuclear weapons capability
in many nations, and insecurity among virtually all nations about the nuclear intentions of their
neighbors. Accordingly, they proposed to President Eisenhower and The Congress a program of
« Atoms for Peace.” Their vision was that the US should share nuclear materials and technology with
other nations for peaceful uses so that an international safeguards regime could be developed to
provide assurances that nuclear materials were not diverted to weapons programs. The Congress
enacted and President Eisenhower signed the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, which provided for
“Atoms for Peace.” : : '

Their vision for the program as a basis for international safeguards and safe, cost effective,
peaceful uses of nuclear technology was sound; vision for its implementation was not. The first
“ Atoms for Peace” were sixty tons of heavy water supplied by the US to India foruse as a moderator
in the Canadian-supplied “Cirus” nuclear reactor. Cirus was called a research reactor, but in fact it
was a weapons material production reactor. It was modeled after Canada’s “NRX” reactor which
was used for many years for production of plutonium for US nuclear weapons under a mutual security
agreement. Later, the US supplied low-cost, Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) “pilot-plant™
reprocessing technology to India and other nations, and a reprocessing pilot plant design to India.

In 1974, India detonated a nuclear explosive made with plutonium produced in the US and
Canadian-supplied facilities, which were operated by India outside of the international safeguards
regime. Leaders of India claimed that the device was a “Peaceful Nuclear Explosive,” similar to those
tested by the US under its “Plowshare” program, but other nations gave little credibility to this claim.
- Despite this major affront to the international non-proliferation regime, Presidents Nixon, Ford and
Carter; leaders of the USAEC, Department of State and other national security agencies; and the Joint
Committee on Atomic Energy of the US Congress continued to recognize the value of international
collaboration in appropriate, peaceful uses of nuclear technology as a basis and an incentive for
enhanced international safeguards. They also recognized that operation of the two US-supplied light
water reactors in India under international safeguards - including well-safeguarded reprocessing and
recycle of LWR spent fuel - was not a profiferation threat. Accordingly, they continued to support

the supply of nuclear materials for operation of nuclear power plants in India, and maintained high

priority bilateral and international efforts for enhanced safeguards in India.

At the end of 1974, programs of the AEC were transferred to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) and the Energy Research and Development Administration (ERDA, later the Department of
Energy, DOE), and responsibilities of the JCAE were assigned to other Congressional Committees.
Leaders of the new Federal agencies did .not recognize the value of continued collaboration and
efforts for enhanced safeguards, and supported legislation in Congress for the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Act (NNPA), which precluded US nuclear assistance to nations not a party to the
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The NNPA also precluded assistance to other nations in
the field of technology essentiat to best non-proliferation practice and good management of spent fuel
from commercial nuclear power plants.
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As one of his final acts, President Carter took advantage of an exclusionary clause of the NNPA,
overturned denial by the NRC of an export license for low enriched uranium for India, was narrowly
upheld by one of two houses of The Congress, and was soundly criticized for his lack of support for
nuclear nonproliferation. Subsequent US Presidents have been advised to continue to support the
isolationist provisions of the NNPA, at great cost to development of technology for more viable
nuclear power, and to global security. Quality leadership by the United States for collaboration with
India for peaceful uses of nuclear technology in paraliel with efforts for enhanced safeguards could
well have precluded the recent nuclear tests and fiuclear saber rattling of India and Pakistan’.

The Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO) was created in 1979 by the US nuclear power
industry to promote the highest levels of safety and reliability - to promote excellence - in the
operation of all US nuclear power plants. A companion organization, the World Association of
Nuclear Operators (WANO), formed in 1989, unites every commercial nuclear power plant in the
world for similar goals for excellence, with members from all 32 countries that currently operate some
430 reactors. These efforts have been highly successful in improving safety and productivity of
nuclear power plants throughout the world. INPO and WANO are an excellent model for “Atoms
for Peace” for all systems needed for viable nuclear power, and other peaceful uses of nuclear
technology. - However, the success of their ef‘forts'i}lu'st be clearly explained to human populations.

The new vision includes assurances that best technology will be available for peaceful uses

of technology by all nations, and that full information on successful and unsuccessful
experien{lc'es will be provided. B -

At the beginning, of commercial nuclear power, nuclear power plant operators and vendors, and
leaders of the AEC, recognized the need for appropriate management of spent fuel, including
reprocessing. Reprocessing was needed so that fissionable materials could be recycled into existing
and later advanced nuclear power plants and destroyed through beneficial use. Unwanted, intensely
radioactive fission products could be isolated indefinitely from the biosphere in well-engineered
repositoi‘ries without need for permanent safeguards - which would not be possible, Nuclear power
plants were designed with spent fuel storage capabilities that reflected the need for reprocessing and
recycle of spent nuclear fuel. - ' - o Do S

In 1957, the AEC adopted a policy for receipt of spent fuel from commercial nuclear power plants
 including those in other nations supplied by the US. Some AEC leaders recognized the difficulties
of safe and successful reprocessing, and the nuclear proliferation threat of wide-scale deployment of
low-cost, pilot plant reprocessing by nations with limited nuclear programs. Accordingly,
responsibility for receipt of spent fuel was.as'sig'ned to the AEC’s most successful reprocessing site,
the Savannah River Plant (SRP) in South Carolina. C

Facilities were built for receipt and storage of spent fuel, clearance was obtained from major ports
for its import, negotiations were carried out with nuclear utility operators and suppliers for its
acceptance by the AEC, and research and development was carried out to permit reprocessing in H-
canyon, the most successful and versatile reprocessing plant at SRP.

Terms and conditions for settlement were based not on actual AEC reprocessing costs, but
estimates by ORNL for a conceptual reprocessing plant® with a capacity of one ton per day, operated
300 days per year, i.e., 80% time operating efficiency (TOE). Capitol cost for the conceptual plant
was aboirt $20 million; unit reprocessing cost was about $20 per kilogram of uranium.

: . . T I .
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The conceptual design and operation were stated to be “based on experiences AEC has
accumulated in its operations.”” In fact the design was based. on the ORNL pilot plant concept
incorporated in the Idaho Chemical Processing Plant which cost about $20 million; TOE was based
on experiences at Hanford and SRP in plants that cost about $100 million. The TOE for the ICPP
was not 80%, but 3%", and there were major safety deficiencies.

AEC vision expressed in its policy statement was that reprocessing of power reactor spent fuels
would be done by the commercial sector, at costs approximating those of the AEC-ORNL conceptual
plant. The “Industrial Reprocessing Group” studying reprocessing accepted the AEC vision, which
ted to the ill-fated Nuclear Fuel Services (NFS) reprocessing plant at West Valley, NY. Wes Lewis,
who had managed the ORNL pilot reprocessing plant, was, under the circumstances, an outstanding
manager for West Valley. A TOE of almost 30% was achieved, but process losses and radiation
exposures to workers were more than a factor of ten larger than those at SRP and final product often
failed to meet specifications. During the sixth and final year of operation, radiation exposures were
well above requirements and rising exponentially, release of radioactivity to surface streams exceeded
technical specifications, and AEC regulatory authorities ordered a halt of operations’.

General Electric Company designed and built the Midwest Fuel Recovery Plant (MFRP) at Morris,
1L, and planned to start operation in 1972.. However, technical problems during cold testing led to
a corporate review, with conclusions that the combination of more complex processing equipment
with higher expected failure rates, and close-coupling of process steps, which required much longer
time to resume operation after shutdown, would permit a TOE of only a few percent. GE decided
not to operate the facility™. . : R

In 1967, Allied Chemical Company (ACC) assumed responsibility for operation of the ICPP.
Corporate officials read company reports of ICPP operations which indicated economically attractive
reprocessing. General Atomics Corporation (GAC) was attempting to commercialize High
- Temperature Gas-cooled Reactors '(HTGRs) which required reprocessing for -viable operation;
favorable fuel cycle economics were based on reprocessing in a conceptual plant designed by ICPP
staff. In 1970, ACC and GAC formed a subsidiary organization, Allied-General Nuclear Services
(AGNS) to build and operate a commercial fuel reprocessing plant near Barnwell, SC, the Barnwell
Nuclear Fuel Plant (BNFP), using the ICPP as a model. Amold Ayers, production superintendent
at ICPP, was selected as technical manager for the BNFP. : L

During the period 1972 to 1974, AEC reprocessing staff told ACC executives that safety of
operations at the ICPP was unsatisfactory and productivity was overstated by a factor of five, and
made arrangements for assistance from another AEC reprocessing contractor to help resolve major
problems. This staff also suggested to GAC staff that cost estimated by ICPP for an HIGR
reprocessing facility was under-estimated by about a factor of ten.. GAC contracted with Bechtel
Corporation for an HTGR fuel reprocessing plant design study, which confirmed the higher costs.
After an expenditure of $500 million, GAC withdrew from HTGR commercialization. The parent
companies were then fully aware of deficiencies inherent in the model they had selected for their
reprocessing plant design, and AGNS informally notified the AEC that it would not complete the
BNFP without substantial Federal support.

In 1974, after failure and indications of failure of three commercial reprocessing ventures, the AEC
reassigned programs for support of commercial fuel reprocessing to emphasize successful experience
and lessons learned from that experience. Responsibilities were transferred from the AEC Division
of Reactor. Development and Oak Ridge National Laboratory with their pilot plant reprocessing
model, to the Division of Production and DuPont Company-operated SRP with their safe, successful,
cost-effective production-scale reprocessing experience.

—
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" DuPont carried out and supported research and development by others focused on conceptual
design studies for an NRC licensed fuel recycle complex based on its successful reprocessing
experience and lessons learned from that experience and the experience of others. The design studies
were completed and reports issued in November 1978. Costs for the 3000 ton/year integrated fuel
reprocessing/fabrication facility were estimated at $3.7 billion (1978 dollars). Special features of this
facility design include:

« Canyon structure for containment of process equipment, which would be installed and
replaced remotely by overhead cranes. This arrangement is most cost effective in that it
provides for maximum use of building space since there is no need for space between process
equipment. Failed equipment can be replaced in less than one day and is then moved to
separate maintenance shops within the canyon structure for decontamination and repair.

»  Use of best technology, including centrifugal contactors for first cycle solvent extraction and -

solution storage between process steps. This permits process operation at full capacity within
a few minutes after startup, compared to eight days at Hanford PUREX and thirty days for
the ICPP, and is a major factor in achieving the high time operating efficiency of 80%.
Product recoveries of greater than 99.8%. .

" Spent fuel reprocessed one-year after reactor discharge. i
Personnel access to operating areas through hardened tunnels with close control of entry/exit.
High-level wastes solidified in glass suitable for long-term isolation in a Federal waste
repository. L

«  Flexibility for changes, additions or upgrade of process equipment, flowsheets, instrurents,
etc., thus the basic canyon structure can be operated indefinitely. _

« No .accumulation of separated plutonium except for secure surge storage between
‘reprocessiﬁg and fuel fabrication. Plutonium leaving hardened containment (i.e, reinforced
lconcrete structure designed to resist an attack using weapons and explosives) would be in
'MOX fuel assemblies. A “co-processing” design option would eliminate any separate streams
‘or accumulation of separated plutonium. '

»  Tritium and krypton removal.

_Sand filtration, because of demonstrated high reliability, long life, high efficiency, high air
permeability, inherent freedom from channeling, superior protection during fires, better
'performance in the presence of moisture, high chemical resistance, self-sealing after

disturbances such as earth tremor, tornado or explosion, and ease of maintenance or repair.
] Opportunities for lower cost through research and development, and as a result of the much

'longer cooling time for spent fuel to be reprocessed.
| » .

This facility design concept was not considered in White House reviews of reprocessing during
the Ford and Carter Administrations, nor as an option for support by President Reagan, who had been
elected on a platform to support reprocessing of commercial spent fuel. The ERDA and the DOE
had reassigned responsibilities for commercial fuel cycle to its Division of Reactor Development (later
Office of Nuclear Energy) which supported pilot plant concepts of its national laboratories and
rejected concepts based on successful experience and lessons learned from that experience.

(v
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The new vision includes recognition that activities involving large scale uses of complex
nuclear technology must be carried out by experienced, competent corporations.

General Leslie R. Groves, Director of the US Manhattan Project during World War II, recognized
that the difficulties of safe and sustained reprocessing needed for production of plutonium for a
nuclear deterrent would be a challenge even to the most experienced chemical corporation. He asked
the DuPont Company to design and build the reprocessing pilot plant at the Clinton Laboratories at
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and later to design, build and operate the industrial-scale reprocessing at the
Hanford Engineering works in Washington State.!

Many of the Manhattan Project scientists were disappointed with decisions to use industrial
corporations for reprocessing and other operations for the nuclear project. They believed that their
accomplishments had eamed them the right to carry the project through to completion, and that time
would be wasted in teaching a second group the knowledge that they had already created and
mastered. Most of the scientists were young and had no industrial experience or understanding of
the difficulties of safe, sustained operations with complex technology.?

That vision of Manhattan Project scientists was carried forward in AEC/ERDA/DOE national

laboratories, and is documented in a 1994 report by ORNL for the DOE with a statement by a former

associate director “It is safe to say that (ORNL) Chem Tech has played the leading role in solving the
nation’s reprocessing problems. When Alvin Weinberg was ORNL'’s Director, he used to say that
one purpose of the laboratory was to undertake big projects of national purpose that others could not
handle; Chem Tech’s achievements are testimony to that and have earned the division a lasting place
in the history of the country’s atomic energy programs.”*? :
The vision of the DOE is that national laboratories are competent to carry out activities involving
complex nuclear technology. The vision of the US Department of Defense is that “one cornerstone
‘to maintaining quality of the DoD Science and Technology program is the strength of partnerships
“with industry” and “industry’s experience with technology can be essential to quality decisions in
managing DoD S&T programs.”* Hopefully The Congress and The President will keep this in mind
when Fonsid'eﬁng a new organization for carrying out important nuclear work of the DOE.

Thee new vision includes a safe, efficient and reliable production complex for nuclear
materials for important national programs such as defense, space exploration, medicine,

industrial needs and research, including production and study of trans-Seaborgium elements.

t

Thfe ten years that Glenn Seaborg was Chairman ‘of the USAEC were exciting for managers and
workers in nuclear programs, and particularly for nuclear materials production programs at the

Savannah River Plant. When he determined, in 1964, that no more weapons plutonium was needed, -

maj oif efforts were devoted to production of tritium needed to maintain and improve the strategic
nuclear deterrent; plutonium-238 for space exploration; higher isotopes of plutonium and uranium-
233 for advanced reactor development; high specific activity cobalt for food irradiation and other
purposes; and other isotopes for medical and industrial applications and research. Most exciting was
adaptation of “C” reactor at SRP for high flux operation for production of kilograms of americium-
243 and curium-244; grams of californium-252; milligrams of Einsteinium, Fermium, Mendelevium
and Nobelium; micrograms of elements 103 to 108, including element 106 which was named
Seaborgium in his honor; and many atoms of higher elements, including elements above 113 that Dr.
Seaborg expected would be more stable.

X



EIS000815

7

The “Multi-Purpose Processing Facility” was installed in “F” Canyon (reprocessing plant) at SRP
for separation of Californium and trans-californium elements using newly developed, high-pressure,
chromatographic cation exchange processes. -

The neutron flux achieved at “C” reactor was much higher than that in the High Flux Isotope °
Reactor (HFIR) at ORNL, and production in heavy water moderated reactors is several orders of
magnitude more efficient than accelerators that were used a year ago to produce the first atom of
clement 114. Dr Seaborg recognized the need for a large, efficient complex for production of higher
elements, because of the exponentially decreasing yields with increasing atomic numbers.

Al of that capability has been lost by the Department of Energy, including the industrial contractor
that was responsible for its success.

The trifium that is needed to maintain the nuclear deterrent will be produced in commercial nuclear
power plants which is inefficient and a compromise of important and long standing non-proliferation
practice; plutonium-238 needed for space exploration is being purchased from Russia.

Hopefully The Congress and The President will keep the need for this vision in mind when
considering a new organization for carrying out important nuclear work of the Department of Energy.

The new vision iricludes viable programs for management of the by-products of the nuclear
fission process, including recycle of all fissionable materials and long-térm isolation of
unwanted fission products from the biosphere.’ ' '

In May, 1991, Henry Thomas, a former Assistant Secretary of Energy and executive of the
American Gas Institute, described his vision for an energy future in the US to participants at a Federal
executivé seminar on foreign policy. He described nuclear power as safe - but then said that natural
gas would become the energy resource of choice because of the inability to manage nuclear wastes.

Mr. Thomas’s vision is sound, except that the problem is not inability, but unwillingness to manage
and dispose of wastes from commercial nuclear power plants and recycle valuable materials.

The DOE draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-
level Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain in Nevada was issued in July 1999. The action described
is appropriate for disposal of radioactive waste, i.¢., the fission proc!ucts remaining after recovery of
fissionable materials in reprocessing. However, it is not appropriate for disposal of the plutonium and
other weapons or weapons source material in spent fuel, that become accessible for easy recovery
with decay of thirty-year half-life cesium-137. The action also denies use of an energy resource that
could be used to supply all of the electricity needs for the United States for 10,000 years, without
release 'of atmospheric pollutants or greenhouse gases that threaten catastrophic climatic changes.
Thus there is no program nor plan for a program for appropriate disposal of commercial nuclear
wastes. ' . o :

Some utilities are providing long-term on-site dry cask storage; others are negotiating with Native
American nations for storage on reservations, while others propose shipment of spent fuel to Yucca
Mountain for interim, retrievable storage. But these options do not address waste disposal and will
not convince an informed public that the waste problem has been solved.

Hopefully The Congress, The President, and leaders of nuclear utilities will keep the need for this
vision in mind during deliberations for new organizations that will carry out important nuclear work
of the DOE, and will decide to create a new corporation under the direction of nuclear utilities that
will begin programs for management of commercial spent fuel. The DOE should make available to
this corporation all funds collected under the Nuclear Waste Policy Act (NWPA), plus interest, and
at least two sites, such as the SRP in South Carolina and the Hanford Works in Washington State.

t
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NWPA funds should be supplemented by amounts equivalent to those now devoted to
environmental restoration at the sites. Nuclear utilities should request assistance from experienced

corporations in setting up the new corporation for spent fuel management and carrying out this
important work, and ensure that best technology is used.

The new vision includes an American public that is provided full and accurate information
on the safety, environmental advantages, medical uses, and other benefits of nuclear
technology; the lack of dangers from well-managed nuclear technology; and the consequences
of poor management and efforts to assure that it is well managed.

This is a vision of Glenn Seaborg. ‘Soon after he became Chairman of the AEC, this vision was
initiated in portions of the AEC, and continued under Chairmen James Schlesinger and Dixy Lee Ray.
Richard Roberts, the first Assistant Administrator for Nuclear Energy in the Energy Research and
Development Administration (ERDA) attempted to continue the program, but was ordered by the
ERDA Office of General Counsel not to do so, and this order has been sustained under the DOE.

The Institute for Energy and Environmental Research (IEER), a well-organized and well-funded
anti-nuclear organization in Takoma Park, Maryland, publishes Science for Democratic Action (SDA)
four times a year to “provide the public and policy-makers with thoughtful, clear, and sound scientific
and technical studies on a wide range of issues. IEER’s aim is to bring scientific excellence to public
policy issues to promote the democratization of science and a healthier environment.”"

SDA is well written, but explains with false or misleading, often inflammatory information why
everything being done with nuclear technology is wrong and should be phased out, all waste placed
at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant should be removed, excess Russian and US weapons plutonium
should not be destroyed by its use as MOX, and glassification of high level radioactive waste should
- be replaced by calcination whose product is not only soluble but hygroscopic. '

SDA is distributed to local public interest groups; news media; local, state and national political
representatives; and otliers. Major newspapers have adopted ideas from SDA for editorial policies
and rely on Arjun Makhijani, IEER President, as an authority on nuclear technology. The légd article
in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s August/September 1988 issue of Technology Review
by Mr: Makhijani and Robert Alvarez, later DOE Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy, featured
false ailegations of dangers of DOE nuclear waste, including probability of a Chornobyl-scale

explosion. The Washington Post article, “Nuclear Waste: The $100-Billion Mess” was adapted from

the Technology Review article for the entire front page of the “Outlook” section of its September 4,
1988 issue. The DOE had a comprehensive report from The DuPont Company™® refuting the
allegations of danger and thus knew that they were false, but made no effort to correct the
misinformation. Technology Review published a letter to the editor'” correcting the misinformation,
and later the editor-in-chief admitted that the article had been a serious mistake. The Washington
Post did not publish any correcting information. This misinformation led to increased public fears of
non-existing dangers and appropriation of approximately $6 billion per year for “Nuclear Waste
Cleanup” beginning in 1990. Tens of billions of dollars have been wasted. _

" In June 1995, 43 individuals and representatives of organizations who have worked to develop the
peacefial uses of nuclear science and technology signed a declaration of interdependence in support
of the Eagle Alliance. In the charter they acknowledged existence of influential interests who strive
to deny others access to nuclear technology, and who have occupied the domain of public opinion
by the restraint and silence of knowledgeable individuals and organizations.
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However, the corporation formed to implement this declaration of interdependence has failed to
provide information to the public, news media, local, state and national political representatives, or
others. There will be no level playing field for use of nuclear technology unless there is a well-
coordinated natiqnql effort to provide accurate information to the public and to correct
misinformation. ' ‘ . :

Summary and Conclusion

The great benefits of nuclear technology will not be fullj realized until the nuclear community
adopts a new vision, which includes:

«  Full cooperation among nations for peaceful uses of nuclear technology

o Assurances that best technology will be available for peaceful uses of nuclear technology by
all nations, and that information on successful and unsuccessful experiences will be provided

+  Recognition that activities involving large scale uses of complex nuclear technology must be
carried out by experienced, competent corporations

« A safe, efficient and reliable production complex for nuclear materials for national programs

- such as defense, space exploration, medicine, industrial applications and research - including
the production and study of trans-Seaborgium elements

*  Viable programs for management of the by-products of the nuclear fission process, including
recycle of all fissionable materials and long-term isolation of unwanted fission products from
the biosphere '

» An American public that is provided full and accurate information on the safety,
environmental advantages, medical uses, national and global security, and other benefits of
well-managed nuclear technology.

’ o
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY - NEED FOR A NEW APPROACH
Presented at Global Foundation International Energy Conference 1996, Miami Beach, Florida
' by Clinton Bastin, Chemical Engincer, United States Department of Energy
987 Viscount Court, Avondale Estates, Georgia 30002

Nuclear technology provides great benefit to mankind and has potential for much greater benefit. It is essential
for best medical diagnosis and treatment; it is essential for exploration of deep space, national and global security, and
many industrial applications. The growing awareness of environmental dangers from over reliance on combustion of
fossil fuels; the strategic importance, versatility, and diminishing supplies of petro-fuels; the limitations for cost-
effective use of solar and geothermal energy; and the diminishing potential for use of fusion energy, will lead to the
recognition that efficient use of nuclear technology is essential if we are to provide energy for future global needs at
reasonable costs and in a healthy environment.

Through proper management and efficient use of nuclear materials, instead of their disposal, long term energy needs
can be met with minimum adverse impact on our environment, the full potential for benefit from nuclear technology can
be achieved, and potential for misuse of weapons usable materials for destructive purposes can be greatly reduced.

But like many technologies of modem - and ancient civilizations and nature, nuclear technology has potential for
danger and destruction. The use of nuclear technology in the United States has been and is one of mankind's safest-ever
undertakings. It is important that the systems for assurance of safety and environmental protection, cost-effective
management, and development of policies for use of nuclear technology be well conceived and of high quality. Inthe
United States they are not - and because they are not, many billions of dollars are wasted, work that should be performed
is not performed, nuclear technology has lost credibility with citizens of America-and their leaders, and there is potential
for loss of many of the great benefits, It is well past time for a new approach.

Need: Partnzership interactibn_s between labor and management, and between regulators and those regulatéd

R P ' .. - .

Shortly after the accident at the Chernobyl Nuciear Power Plant, ] was a participant in a conference for improved
relations between the United States and the Soviet Union. Most participants were not familiar with nuclear power plant
operations, so I volunteered to make a presentation about this accident. As I discussed the positive reactivity coefficient
with loss of coolant, and the presence of moderator at the ends of control rods that would initially increase reactor power
as control rods were inserted in an attempt to shut down operation, I noticed some individuals that scemed particularly
interested in my remarks. When I finished, they asked to speak with me, identified themselves as engineers that had
worked at the Kurchatov Institute in Moscow on design of nuclear reactors, then said that they were part of a large group
of engineers and scientists that had protested the design of the Chernobyl type reactors - to managers, and then to senior
officials of the Soviet Union. Their protests were not only rejected. They were fired. Managers made decisions that
not only did not incorporate, but totally rejected best knowledge and punished those that came forward with that
knowledge. Management ‘decisions without best knowledge from employees that have resulted in catastrophes are not
unique to any nation. The explosion and loss of lives of astronauts aboard the United States Space Shuttle Challenger
were the direct result of such a decision. Engineers working on the U.S. space shuttle program knew about problems
of O-Rings at connections of segments of the solid rocket booster - and knew that cold weather conditions would
increase the danger. If there had been an active partnership between workers and managers in the U.S. National
Acronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the knowledge from workers about the dangers would have forced a
decision that the shuttle not be launched. Christa McAuliffe would still be teaching school.

In April 1996 the Central Committee of Russian Trade Unions of Nuclear Power and Industry Workers sponsored
an international conference on nuclear power plant safety in Moscow to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the
Chernobyl accident. My keynote address at this conference featured experiences of engincers at NASA and the
Kurchatov Institute as an example of the importance of labor-management partnerships to safe operation of facilities
that use complex technology and involve potentially hazardous operations or materials.

3
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There was one other American at this conference, Ron Owen, Deputy Director of the London Coordinating Center
of the World Association of Nuclear Operators, an outgrowth of the U.S. Institute of Nuclear Power Operations. Ron
and I had severa! discussions about the concept of labor-management partnerships for ensuring safe operations of
nuclear power plants. He initially challenged my remarks, pointing out the existence in U.S. nuclear programs for
“employee concerns” and "whistle-blower protection” that would provide for input from employees. I countered with
the argument that the U.S. concepts were inherently negative, and that input would almost always be after decisions had
been made and thus likely to be rejected. Had "whistle-blower protection” been available for engineers and scientists
at the Kurchatov Institute, they would not have been fired - but it is not likely that design changes would have been made
in the Chernobyl type reactors. And there was probably little concern for loss of jobs by engineers knowledgeable of
problems with the Challenger Shuttle launch; their concern was for lives of the Astronauts but fell on deaf ears.

Requirement for full parmerships between iabor and management in all U.S. nuclear programs and nuclear
activities would enhance safety, environmental and radiation protection, safeguards, cost effectiveness - indeed all of
the characteristics that contribute to a quality type operation. :

Similarly, replacement of the confrontational regulatory approach of both the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for
commercial nuclear programs, and the Defense Nuclear Facilitics Safety Board for Department of Energy nuclear
activities, by efforts to listen to and seek to understand each other, and resolution of differences through partnership type
processes, would also lead to safer and more viable and cost effective nuclear activities.

The concept of partnership between workers and managers is not new, and it is applicable not only to safety but
to quality and cost effectiveness of all activities. Partnership agreements provide that input from workers, who have the
detailed knowledge of all activities, be incorporated in decision processes - at the outsct, and as the project or program
moves forward. The concept has been practiced in nuclear power development programs in Japan for many years - and
I learned at the conference in Moscow that it is standard practice in other nations. The practice is beginning in the
United States, but it is far from standard - or even typical. ~ National Treasury Employees Union President Robert M.
Tobias has for many years held a vision for major improvement in U.S. Government operations through partnerships
between workers and managers. Ten years ago he presented these ideas to Treasury Department executives, and labor
management partnerships were formed to improve quality of operations. Where there has been a major commitment
by management and workers for a partnership, there has been great improvement in quality of operations.

Vice-President Al Gore has long held strong ideas of the importance of safe operation and good environmental
practices for industrial facilities, and ke also has strong interest in improved operation of our Federal Government. Soon
after his election as Vice President, he met with Mr. Tobias to obtain an understanding of his ideas of labor-management
partnerships as a means to improve quality of Government. These ideas were incorporated in Executive Order 12871,
issued by President Bill Clinton on October 1, 1993. T

Several wecks before President Clinton signed this Executive Order, our Secretary of Energy Hazel O'Leary met
with Mr. Tobias and me and asked that we work with the Department's managers through partnerships to build needed
quality in DOE operations. - SR

DOE's Office of Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology (NE), where I work, has responsibility for ensuring
availability of isotopes for health care, research, and industry; supply of radioisotope thermoelectric generators (RTGs)
for exploration of deep space; development of advanced nuclear reactor and nuclear fuel cycle concepts; ensuring the
safety of DOE reactors; enhancing safety of Soviet design reactors, and assisting in the stabilization of the damaged
reactor at the Cherobyl Atomic Power Station in Ukraine. h ' .

There is a formal agreement for a partnership for quality between labor and management in this office, and a strong
commitment to the coricept by leadership of our employees” union and some of the managers. In some respects, NE is
a model for the quality organization that is needed to manage nuclear technology, and staff members are often called
upon to provide advice fo other organizations or to the Secretary on important nuclear matters.

Need: Corporate instead of bureaucratic management; the United States Nuclear Material Resources
Corporation S '

The Office of Nuclear Energy is one of twenty organizations in DOE, of which eight have responsibility for nuclear
technology. None of the other seven has a strong partnership between labor and management and there is little overall
coordination, All are dominated by political leadership which changes every few years thus there is no assurance of the
continuity that is essential to sustained quality.

. r._ ‘\
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Success of some NE programs depends on other DOE offices; for example, supply of RTGs that provide electricity
_for instruments: aboard vehicles that travel into deep space, such as Galileo at Planet Jupiter, requires Plutonium-238
which was produced in the past by DOE's Office of Defense Programs. But Defense Programs discontinued production
of this material in 1983. NE programs are no worse off than those of the U.S. Department of Defense which will need
tritium to replace that in our strategic nuclear deterrent lost through decay - but there is no capability for production of
this material and no firm programs are underway to establish the capability, despite major initiatives by former Energy
Secretaries Don Hodel and James Watkins. NE is also no worse off than utilities operating nuclear power plants and
relying on DOE for acceptance of spent nuclear fuel, and hospitals and other commercial organizations that need sites
for stabilization and isolation of low-level radioactive wastes. The DOE has sites that would be ideal for management
of spent nuclear fuel, for stabilization and isolation of low level radicactive wastes, and for production of nuclear
materials that are needed for important national programs. But decisions must be made to do the right thing.

The other keynote speaker at the conference last April in Moscow was Viktor Mikhailov, Minister of Atomic
Energy of Russia, who talked about problems facing Nuclear Power Plant operators that had supplied electricity free
to customers under the centrally controlled economy of the Soviet Union - but under the present market economy
customers are expected to pay, and they are not. He said that workers usually go for months without pay, and that
needed reactor safety upgrades without any money is very difficult.

I was interested in Dr. Mikhailov's remarks - but most interested in the fact the only he and I, of all speakers at the
conference, represented nations where nuclear technology is managed by a cabinet-level government department.

The Department of Energy is a government bureaucracy with responsibility for managing very complex nuclear
technology. Fifty-four years ago, at the dawn of the nuclear age, leaders of the United States Government wisely
determined that a government bureaucracy could not carry out the tasks needed for this complex technology; that
corporate experience, know-how, and organizational strength would be necded.

The DuPont Company, a"U.S. corporation with a long history of excellent safety experience using complex
technology involving hazardous materials, was selected to design, construct, and operate nuclear reactors and
reprocessing plants for production of plutonium at the Hanford Engineer Works, in Washington State - and carried out
that mission ‘with great success. Management practices of this corporation emphasized best ‘possible input from
Imowledgeablé employees and other knowledgeable sources prior to corporate decisions for new ventures - and full input
from employees on any safety concem, including regular meetings among employee groups for full resolution of these
concers. o : : :

During the late 1940s the Soviet Union designed, constructed and operated facilities for similar effort. It's
interesting to compare expenenccs at the U.S. corporate and Soviet bureaucratic facilities. At the U.S. plants, maximum
radiation exposure to personnel was about one REM per year, At the Soviet plants, average radiation exposure per
person was 150 REM pcf'r year; maximum exposure was more than 300 REM per year (Five REM per year is a
maximum alloﬁablé radiation dose to U.S. workers; 500 REM is a lethal dose to most people). .

And less we attribute all of the difference to Soviet Communism, note that average radiation exposure to personnel
at the Nuclear Fuels Servicés, Inc., reprocessing plant in the U.S. during its last year of operation was almost eight REM
per year, maximum exposure was sixteen REM, and exposures werc rising exponentially. The NFS reprocessing plant
design was the product of bureaucratic folly of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission. Also, the Atomic Energy
Commission issued a construction permit for a commercial nuclear facility in which a credible accident could have
released gross quantities.of highly radioactive materials - and some senior executives of the Department of Energy
planned a demonstration incorporating that facility, disregarding concerns of experienced employees. Fortunately,
President Ronald Reagan said NO! :

Because of the outstanding success of its operations at the Hanford Engineer Works, President Harry Truman
requested that The DuPont Company design, build, and operate the Savannah River Plant (SRP) for the United States
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) to produce nuclear materials for defense and important peaceful applications - and
The Company did so, again with outstanding success.

g 1
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Twenty-five years ago SRP was being operated by DuPont to produce nuclear materials under direction, leadership
and oversight of the AEC Savannah River Operations Office (SROO). Virtually all facilities were in operation and most
of the materials produced were for peaceful applications including plutonium-238 needed for exploration of deep space;
tritium was produced to maintain the strategic nuclear deterrent. Near world-best safety records (Best ever DOE and
AEC safety records) were being established; reactor operation was under continuing review of the Advisory Committee
for Reactor Safeguards and judged as safe; protection of workers and off-site personnel from radiation, and that part
of the environment important to life was outstanding. A new chemical processing facility was in start-up for recovery
of gram quantities of Californium and milligram quantities of Berkelium, Fermium, etc. with highly advanced
pressurized chromatographic cation exchange technology. Plutonium scrap from SRP operations was recovered
immediately and there were no excess accumulations; plans were under development for delivery of scrap from other
sites for recovery at SRP. Highly radioactive products of fission processes, so-called high level radioactive wastes, were
being stored safely in a manner that would permit later recovery of the valuable materials for beneficial use. Studies
were underway for advanced concepts for commercial nuclear fuel reprocessing based on world-best experience that
would have provided increased safety and environmental protection and greatly increased safeguards, material controls,
and proliferation resistance. Full potential of SRP land was achieved by the AEC and the U.S. Forestry Service through
the planting; site-wide, of pine trees and harvesting by commercial firms for paper and wood products (Prior to
acquisition by AEC, most of the land was devoted to very marginal cotton farming and hunting). There were extensive
and unique programs for environmental and ecological research. Total employment at the plant and laboratory, including
DuPont corporate management in Wilmington Delaware, was about 10,000.

Five years ago at SRP there were almost 30,000 employees; the entirc complex was devoted to military activities
under Nuclear Navy style management, Department of Energy leadership, and Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board
oversight; virtually nothing was in operation. Another interesting comparison of corporate versus bureaucratic, military
type management, and bureaucratic military fype oversight.

The studies that would have provided an excellent model for appropriate worldwide management of spent nuclear
fuels had been completed years earlier but had been rejected by bureaucratic managers of the Energy Research and
Development Administration, and were never made available for consideration in national policy decision processes of
The Congress or The President. .

The United States created world-best nuclear technology for its weapons programs through U.S. corporate know-
how, expertise, and organizational strengths, with input from research and development from government, university,
and commercial laboratories.

Some of this technology was adapted for commercial nuclear programs; nuclear power plants were deployed by
U.S. corporations with great success throughout most of the world. ~ Uranium enrichment services were made available
by the United States, but under govemment burcaucratic management which resulted in questionable marketing policies,
wasted expenditures of sevéral billions of dollars, and limited advancements in enrichment technology. Transfer of
uranium enrichment programs from bureaucratic to corporate management should lead to improvements, particularly
if the U.S. Enrichment Corporation incorporates advanced quality principles in its management practices.

Responsibility for disposition of commercial spent nuclear fuel and spent fuel of U.S. origin from abroad was’
initially assigned to an AEC industrial contractor with world-best experience in spent fuel management - but
misinformation from the AEC led to commercial reprocessing based on technology that had failed in AEC operations.
Upon full recognition of failure of commercial reprocessing, and under the leadership of AEC Chairman Dixy Lee Ray,
experienced senior managers and competent technical staff undertook study with input from U.S. nuclear utilities and
nuclear companies, and reassigned efforts for development of technology for spent nuclear fuel reprocessing and recycle
to build on successful experience. But competent managers and technical staff were discarded as AEC responsibilities
'were transferred to the Energy Rescarch and Development Administration, and reprocessing development
responsibilities were transferred back to the source of flawed technology.

Continuing bureaucratic folly since that time has led to indefinite accumulation of spent fuel at commercial nuclear
power plants and DOE facilities, indefinite accumulation of separated plutonium, waste of many billions of dollars, plans
to create geologic deposits of accessible weapons usable materials that could pose dire threats to future populations, loss
of credibility of nuclear technology in the United States, and U.S. nuclear policies that constrain collaborative research
and -development among nations that are needed to assure best controls and safeguards for nuclear matenals and
technology.

-~
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The uvcntff-mo-year moratorium on advancement of nuclear technology by a former world leader in the technology
has constrained development of the systems that would have provided best assurances of national and international
safeguards - and best assurances for national and global security. We live on a more dangerous planet because of the
vacuous nuclear policies of the United States.

The indefinite accumulation of plutonium-containing spent fuel, or its "disposal" in geologic formations is a
proliferation threat that increases with time, as short lived fission products decay. The short-lived fission products in
fresh spent fuel provide intensely penetrating radiation that limits access to plutonium, protects it from diversion, and
makes reprocessing difficult: Some of the short-lived fission products are gaseous, and their release during reprocessing
provides an indication of reprocessing activity - overt or covert. After decay of these short-lived radionuclides,
separation of plutonium from spent fuel could be carried out in readily available processing equipment - such as that
used for procéssing of dairy products - and could be carried out in a barn, garage or basement - without significant
danger to those carrying out the operation and without significant risk of detection. Safeguards in perpetuity could limit
this threat, but is not feasible and is not provided for by provisions of the U.S. Nuclear Waste Policy Act.

In order to avoid this perpetual threat, plutonium and other potential weapon usable materials must be removed
from spent fuel, prior to its indefinite accumulation or "disposal" in a repository. The radiochemical processing steps
for recovery of potentially weapons usable materials, and other materials that have potential for beneficial use - usually
called reprocessing - can be carried out in well-designed facilities in secure locations, without a significant proliferation
threat. All nations that use light water reactors recognize this need, except the United States and Sweden, and Sweden
plans to discontinue use of nuclear power. Sweden requires a period of 100,000 years for "engineered containment” of
the spent fuel; the United: States requires only 10,000 years. In 100,000 years, plutonium remaining in the planned
repository at Yucca Mountain in the United States would, after decay, be sufficient for about 7,000 nuclear weapons.

In best designs for reprocessing and spent fuel recycle, such as the "Spent LWR Fuel Recycle Complex” design
integration study completed by DuPont in November 1978, plutonium would be "in-process” and contained within
heavily reinforced concrete structures until removed from the well-safeguarded complex in the form of mixed-oxide fuel
elements or assemblics. There would be no accumulation of separated plutonium, and diversion of plutonium from an
in-process stream for inappropriate use would not be feasible, or even possible without significant modification which
would be easily detected by eléctronic surveillance equipment or inspection. The final product fuel assemblies would
be shipped under appropriate safeguards for recycle into reactors, where neutron irradiation would restore short-lived
fission products that would preclude any credible threat of a plutonium diversion. The ultimate threat of proliferation
from commercial nuclear power plant operation is greater from indefinite accumulation or unsafeguarded geologic
"disposal” of unreprocessed spent fucl than from well managed, well engineered, well safeguarded reprocessing in a
secure location. | - 7 - ' : A

_The mis'_l_,lffidefst'éndiﬁg within the United States about the proliferation threat of reprocessing of spent fuel from
commercial nuclear power plants developed as an aftermath of India's detonation of a nuclear explosive manufactured
from plutonium separated in a reprocessing plant built from reprocessing technology unwisely supplied by a national
Jaboratory in the U.S. - and produced in a so-called vresearch” reactor unwisely supplied by Canada. India's Cirus
Reactor is similar to one operated by Canada to produce plutonium for the U.S. nuclear weapon program under a U.S.-
Canada mutual defense agreement. '

There has riever been a diversion or known attempt for diversion of plutonium from reprocessing of spent fuel from
reactors dedicated to production of electricity, and it is unlikely that there will be, simply because it is casier to produce
weapon usable materials;in facilities dedicated to that mission. Pakistan and South Africa demonstrated the ease of
undetected weapon material production through enrichment of uranium; India produced plutonium for its nuclear weapon
program because India had been provided with a weapon grade plutonium production complex, and was allowed to
operatc that complex without international controls on plutonium.

Deferral of rep_roccsfsing by the United States has not resulted in other nations following that example; failure of
the United States to proceed with reprocessing of commercial spent fuel and use of plutonium with its "world-best”
technology, and failure to share that technology with other nations, has decreased global security, limited nuclear
material controls and best safeguards, and led to serious and difficult problems in the United States.

i
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It is time for leaders of the United States to reevaluate systems for management of nuclear technology in the U.S.
and abroad, discard those that have led to failures, and hold on to, reinstate, or install those that have worked best. As
an initial idea, the United States should follow the lead of most other nations and create a corporate structure "The
United States Nuclear Material Resources Corporation” (USNMRC) for management of government nuclear programs
that would have the continuity that is essential for quality, and build the corporate memory and organizational strengths
that are essential for appropriate management of complex technology.

This corporation would:

» take responsibility for three major DOE nuclear sites, three major laboratory sites and other sites as appropriate,

continue programs at these unique sites for environmental and ecological research and other productive uses;

» with govemment, corporate, or other funding as appropriate, operate nuclear reactors and other facilities needed
for production, fabrication, and recycle of nuclear materials needed for defense, space exploration, medicine,
industry, research, energy development, and other purposes, or assure that these materials are available from
competent private corporations; :

« through transfer of the DOE Nuclear Waste Fund, continuing payments into this fund, and funding as now
planned for environmental management, manage the by-products of nuclear fission processes (so-called high
level radioactive wastes), receive and store spent nuclear fuel, recover actinide element and fission fragments
and make them available for beneficial uses, accept low level radioactive wastes for isolation and stabilization
at appropriate charges from medical, industrial, education, government, and other organizations, and continue
cost beneficial environmental management efforts that are needed to ensure health and safety for all life forms;

+ assure that all potentially weapon usable nuclear materials (uranium, plutonium, neptunium, etc.) in excess of
military requirements are used in nuclear reactors to recover energy valucs and render these materials

* inaccessible for diversion for unintended uses;

« in collaboration with organizations in the U.S. and abroad, including shared funding and shared potential for
profit, carry out and/or sponsor research, development, and demonstration of advanced nuclear reactor and fuel
cycle concepts; '

« in conjunction with the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering, and Institute of
Medicine, and others as appropriate, function as a source of accurate information on nuclear technology for
American Citizens, political leaders, other government organizations, and commercial organizations; and

« inpartnership with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, facilitate the development of improved technical
bases that will service as the basis for cost effective regulatory standards that will assure best safety for nuclear

activities. ' -

The ten - fifteen members of the Board of Directors of this corporation would be selected by The President, with
staggering terms. Half of the members should be career employees of the corporation; others would be selected from
industry, universities, the military, political leaders, unions, laboratories, or space programs. This corporation would
be managed with best and most advanced quality principles, including full partnerships between labor and management.

Need: Better systems for development of policies - the United States Nuclear Technology Policy Board

During the summer of 1995, an American Nuclear Society (ANS) Special Panel on Plutonjum issued a report which
provides aii excellent framework for actions that would lead to more viable usc of nuclear technology in the United
States - but the report is being ignored. '

Since 1974, nuclear policies have been developed in the United States through study by the Office of Technology
Assessment of the U.S. Congress (OTA), by White House staff sometimes through interagency review and sometimes

" not, and by the Department of Energy - often with little input based on experience. White House and DOE developed

policies change, often drastically, from one administration to the next or as a result of changes in White House or
Department of Energy senior staff, thus there is little chance for the continuity that is essential for quality. Quality of
OTA staff work was such that the organization has been abolished. The result of U.S. nuclear policies over the past
22 years is'a nuclear vacuum, which is dangerous and expensive, particularly for a nation that had been and should be
a world leader in nuclear technology.
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Members of the ANS special panel for plutonium were appointed by the President of ANS. If they had been
appointed by President Bill Clinton with the advice and consent of Congress - same Panel and members, same
recommendations - we would be starting a move forward toward safer, more cost effective, and more beneficial use of
nuclear technology.

The Congress should enact and The President should sign legislation creating "The United States Nuclear
Technology Policy Board" whose seven members would be appointed by The President with the advice and consent of
The Congress. The members would be individuals with extensive experience in or highly knowledgeable of nuclear
technology such as Nobel Laureate Glenn Seaborg or Harvard Physics Professor Richard Wilson; a senior technical
executive of an industrial organization with a strong commitment to safe operations and quality, such as DuPont; a
political leader such as Senator Pete Domenici or Senator Frank Murkowski; NTEU National President Bob Tobias or
AFL-CIO President John Sweeney; Nuclear Energy Institute President Joe Colvin; American Medical Association Vice
President Jim Allen; former American Nuclear Society President Alan Waltar; former General Electric Nuclear Division
vice-president Bert Wolfe; designees of the Secrctary of Defense and the National Acronautics and Space
Administration; former Ambassador Tom Pickering; and CIA Director John Deutch. This board would meet periodically
to review government and commercial nuclear programs and lay out long term nuclear strategies for the nation.

Need: Management for beneficial use of all nuclear materials instead of their disposal

Funding for the research that led to the discovery of nuclear fission was provided by a chemical company, not for
military or energy uses but for radiochemicals for medical applications. In the U.S. today, medical use is the greatest
beneficiary of nuclear technology. The narrow focus on a single product of most uses of nuclear fission and
categorization of all other potentially valuable products as "waste" has led not only to denial of great benefits, but also
the accumulation of potentially dangerous “wastes" - whose "disposal” in'geologic formations would not be a responsible
action, Unreprocessed spent fuel from commercial nuclear power plants contains potentially weapon usable materials
that would be available for recovery and use or misuse for tens of millions of years. Recycle of nuclear materials for
beneficial use would not only eliminate this threat, but would supply much needed electricity for hundreds of thousands
of years. co : .

In the first use of muclear fission, during World War I, only plutonium was recovered; unused uranium and all other
actinide elements and fission products were discarded as waste. Later, because of shortages, uranium was recovered
and recycled for production of weapon plutonium. Beginning in the late 1950s, neptunium-237 was recovered from
AEC radiochemical procéssing plant waste streams and irradiated to produce plutonium-238 for a possible weapon
application. The weapon application was not feasible, but the plutonium-238 produced was used to supply power for
instruments aboard space craft - and is now essential to exploration of deep space. Neptunium-237 has a high fission
cross section and thus has potential for use as a nuclear explosive - and with a two-million year half-life, this material
would be available for potential misuse unless recovered and irradiated for production of plutonium-238 or electricity.

Cesiumi-137, the major intensely radioactive constituent of spent fuel and high level radioactive waste, was
recovered from wasts streams at Hanford in order to reduce heat generation in tanks intended for long-term isolation
of these wastes - and now has great value as an intensely radioactive source. The need for food irradiation to prevent
E-Coli infections, and blood plasma irradiation to prevent spread of AIDS type viruses, could lead to greatly increased
demands for cesium-137. - ‘ - _ |

All prod{lcts of nuclear fission processes have potential value; many have great value. By recovering and using
these products for beneficial purposes, adverse impact on the environment is diminished, and potential for inappropriate
diversion and misuse for destructive purposes is eliminated.

Need: Openness, and full and accurate information to the public
Secrctafy Hazel O'Leary brought an open process to the Department of Energy. It's a great need for nuclear

technology, similar to that brought to the United States Atomic Energy Commission by Chairmen Glenn Seaborg and
Dixy Lec Ray. We must institutionalize that openness.
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One of the most important benefits of our democratic government is the opportunity it affords for full participation
in major decision processes by all of its citizens. But this benefit can only be realized through an informed citizenry.
It is essential that systems and processes be installed that insure best possible, timely and fully understandable
information is provided to the public on all aspects of nuclear technology.

Need: Strong collaborative research and development programs by the United States with other nations for best
systems for beneficial, efficient and safe use of nuclear technology

Nuclear technology and nuclear materials, and information on the great benefits of their use, arc available to
virtually every nation on this planet. Growing populations, developing prosperity among nations, and increasing
awareness of global interactions of energy with the environment will lead to increased demands by leaders and citizens
of all nations for full and efficient use of nuclear technology. Best assurances of safeguards against diversion of
potentially weapon usable materials and safe operations to preclude releases of potentially damaging radioactive
materials into global atmospheres can only be achieved through collaborative rescarch, development, and demonstration
among nations. Denial of nuclear technology to nations that have strong nuclear programs for beneficial purposes will
ultimately limit best safeguards, best systems for environmental protection, and most efficient and cost-effective use
of nuclear technology. '

Conclusions

‘The Systems that are needed by the United States to insure that safe, non-polluting and cost-effective nuclear
technology is fully utilized for the benefit of its citizens and all mankind include: :

» Adoption of partnership processes between labor and management, and between regulators and regulated
organizations for assurance of safety and resolution of differences;

e the United States Nuclear Material Resources Corporation, a corporate structure with full commitment to best
quality principles, including continuity, for management of government nuclear programs; .

+ the United States Technology Policy Board, whose members are appointed by The President with the advice
and consent of The Senate that would meet periodically to recommend or establish long-range nuclear policies;

+ management for beneficial use of all nuclear materials instead of their disposal,

+ openness and full and accurate information to the public on all activities; and

« strong programs for research, development and demonstration in collaboration with other nations for advanced
nuclear systems for beneficial, efficient and safe use of nuclear technology, including improved safeguards and
other assurances to preclude diversion of nuclear material for inappropriate uses.

The nuclear fission process provides tens of millions of times the energy output of combustion of conventional fuels
such as coal, natural gas, petroleum, wood, and biomass and can meet energy needs with much less adverse impact on
the environment. The valuable products of the fission process have potential for great benefit, but the approach needed
is good management of these products and not their disposal.

With nuclear technology, much more can be done with less. But best systems are needed for cost-effective
management; assurancés of safety, safeguards and environmental protection; and development of policies for its use.
We must assure that best systems are provided, maintained, and improved, and that there is full collaboration among
nations for beneficial use and not misuse of nuclear technology.
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NUCLEAR ENERGY

Natural levels of isotopes are
normal and even good for us

Sara Barczak claims “there is no totally safe dose of radi-
ation.” She cited Karl Morgan as her authority, and she was
more than 10 years out of date (“Radioactive contamina-
tion,” Viewpoints, Dec. 20). In
fact, we live in a radioactive:
world, carry natural levels of -
radioactive isotopes, and this
exposure is good for us. It
turns on the defense mecha--
nisms in our living cells, .
which find and correct genetic
errors and guard against can-
cer. We need some exposure to
ionizing radiation just as we'
need some intake of trace ele-
ments and vitamins. _

Atomic explosives area - d
threat to life, but panicking at Art Today
the word “radiation” does not make sense. You might as
well refuse to drink water because you can drown in it.
When you give a baby a hug, you give it a dose of ionizing
radiation from the radioactive potassium in your body.

GEORGE G. BERG
Atlanta

CAUTION

AA

a

RADIATION
AREA

Material doesn’t pose threat

The radiation from slightly contaminated mate-
rial proposed for unrestricted public use by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission is many thou-
sands of times less than amounts ever known to
cause adverse health effects to humans
(“Radioactive contamination,” Viewpoints, Dec.
20). It is also much less than the additional radia-
tion received by residents of metro Atlanta from
outer space, compared to that received by people
who live at sea level.

The statement that it is a “generally accepted
scientific fact . . . that there is no totally safe dose
of radiation” has no scientific basis. The concept,
called the Linear, No-Threshold hypothesis,
extrapolates data from health effects at very high
radiation exposures to very low exposures. It has
been used for years by federal agencies — and
some scientists — to overstate dangers of radiation
and justify many billiens of dollars of appropria-

" tions to protect against nonexistent dangers. No

one would suffer from the small amount of radio-
activity in the materials proposed for reuse.
CLINTON BASTIN
Bastin, of Avondale Estates, is retired from the U.S.
of Energy. where he worked as a chemical
engineer in nuclear programs.
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Enclosure 6

Letter to the editor from Clinton Bastin to Community Review, January 3, 2000

Glenn Carroll is right; Americans will make the ultimate decisions on use of nuclear technology
(Letters, December 2). Well-informed Americans will make the best decisions.

Nobel Laureate Glenn Seaborg understood the message of Albert Einstein “To the village square
we must carry the facts about atomic energy....” When he was appointed Chairman of the US Atomic
Energy Commission (AEC) by President John Kennedy in 1961, Dr. Seaborg began an important
program to provide full and accurate information to Americans about nuclear technology.
Information was provided about its benefits, its dangers and how they were safeguarded, releases of
radioactivity to the environment, and any accidents. This program was continued by AEC Chairman
James Schiesinger and strengthened by Chairman Dixy Lee Ray. If the Energy Research and
Development Administration (ERDA) and the Department of Energy (DOE) had continued this
program, Americans would know that:

« Nuclear power plants do not release pollutants or greenhouse gases to the atmosphere.
Therefore, increased use of nuclear power may be the best way to have a clean atmosphere
and reduce levels of greenhouse gases to prevent catastrophic climatic changes.

« Increased safety achieved by utilities operating nuclear power plants, coordinated by the
Atlanta-based Institute of Nuclear Power Operations (INPO), has made nuclear power one
of humankind’s safest endeavors. This increased safety was achieved through strong
commitments to excellence in operations which also resulted in increased productivity. This
permitted reduced use of fossil fuels and reduced emission of atmospheric pollutants and
greenhouse gases of several per cent - in Georgia and throughout the United States.

« A companion organization, the World Association of Nuclear Operators (WANO), unites
every commercial nuclear power plant in the world with similar commitments to excellence.

« While a Three Mile Island type accident is theoretically possible, it is extremely unlikely, and
that accident did not result in significant radiation exposure to anyone. Persons that left the
area received more radiation than those that stayed, because those that left moved to higher
altitudes and to areas with much higher levels of radon. Residents of metro Atlanta, who live
at 1050 feet above sea level, receive several millirem more radiation each year than those who
live at sea level. This additional radiation is more than 100 times the radiation received by
persons living within 50 miles of the Savannah River Plant from SRP emissions.

« Residents of Rocky Mountain States receive more than twice as much radiation as residents
of Gulf Coast states, but, according to the American Cancer society, have lower incidences
of cancer.

« Radiation is a form of energy, the major source of heat for our planet - from decay of
radioactive materials in the Earth’s molten core. Low levels of radiation warm; high levels
burn. (I received six-million millirem of radiation to my face and throat to destroy a very
aggressive cancer. The short-term effect was like a sunburn on my face and inside of my
mouth and throat. The only effect five years later is that the cancer is gone.)

« Studies by the US National Academy of Sciences of descendants of survivors of the atom
bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, show no increase in genetic defects.

« Nuclear technology is essential for best medical diagnosis and treatment, exploration of deep
space, many industrial applications that are important to the health and well being of
humankind and other life forms, and research for a better future. :

G
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+ Nuclear power plant operation and its associated fuel cycle provide the basis for international
safeguards for nuclear materials. Therefore well safeguarded nuclear power is not a
proliferation threat, but the best solution to challenges of nuclear weapons proliferation.

» Reprocessing of spent fuel and recycle of weapons usable materials, including recycle into
advanced nuclear power plants, permits destruction through beneficial use of all weapons
usable material and source material for weapons. Thus well managed, well-safeguarded
reprocessing and recycle is not a threat, but the ultimate solution to nuclear weapons
proliferation. It is also essential for disposal (i.e., long term isolation from the biosphere) of
radioactive wastes - i.€., unwanted fission products - from commercial nuclear power plants.

Unfortunately, the program for providing full and accurate information to Americans was
canceled when AEC programs were transferred to the ERDA and later the DOE. As a consequence
many Americans and their political leaders are misinformed about nuclear technology.

Dr. Seaborg also understood that the greatest potential danger of nuclear technology was from
weapons material in the wrong hands being used as a nuclear explosive. Accordingly, he ordered
a cutback in production of highly enriched uranium (HEU) and plutonium for weapons programs, and
disposal of excess materials by their destruction through beneficial use. HEU was converted to low
enriched uranium and used as fuel in commercial nuclear power plants. Plutonium, which cannot be
made into nonexplosive material by isotopic dilution, was destroyed through its use in development
programs; production of transplutonium materials such as Americium, Curium and Californium; and
as mixed oxide fuel in commercial nuclear power plants.

During the late 1970s, the DOE reversed the AEC decision, restarted previously shutdown
reactors for production of plutonium, and canceled programs for destruction of plutonium through
beneficial, peaceful uses. This resulted in the huge excess of weapons plutonium that now exists in
DOE inventories. The US also canceled programs for recovery and destruction through beneficial
use of potential weapons materials in commercial spent fuels. This led to the accumulation of spent
fuels in commercial nuclear power plants.

More than any person that I have known, Glenn Seaborg understood that nuclear dangers exist
because nuclear materials and nuclear technology exist. Their use for the benefit of humankind, well
managed and with best international safeguards, is the best and only assurance that they will not be
used for catastrophic destruction. He had particular concern about the excess weapons plutonium
in economically challenged Russia falling into the hands of terrorists and being used for catastrophic
destruction, and understood the need for parity in the destruction of both US and Russian excess
plutonium through its use as mixed oxide fuel in commercial nuclear power plants. As a chemist,
Dr. Seaborg knew that processes to “immobilize” plutonium would not provide meaningful protection
against its misuse. He would also agree with Ms. Carroll that the US should focus on appropriate
long-term solutions for disposition of nuclear waste and spent nuclear fuels.

Hopefilly the US will soon adopt a new vision and a new approach to uses of nuclear technology
that will include:

e quality management for all nuclear activities;

« full and accurate information to Americans about ali aspects of nuclear technology;

» cooperation among nations to ensure best safety and safeguards for nuclear matenals and
technology, comparable to that for nuclear power plant operation by INPO and WANO, and

* resumption by the US of its appropriate role as a leader in the use and best safeguards for

nuclear matenials and technology.
\
(30
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News that matters about your community

Legislators And Commissioners
‘Consider County’s Power Structure

by Howard Holden

n an interview last November, District Senator

Nadine Thomas was emphatic about any legisla-

tion in the 2000 General Assembly aiming to
change the structure of DeKalb County’s govern-
ment.

“I'm chair of [the Senate] State and Local
Govermnment Operations Committee,”
“Any piece of local legislation that comes through
the general assembly has to have my signature on it,
too. I’'m not letting anything out concerning DeKalb
governmem without an independent enmy locking
at it.”

Al the time, Thomas was stiil stinging from crit-
icism surrounding a bill she had authored, SB207,
which uitimately died in a referendum costing the
County $121,000.00. The bill had begun as an effon
to give DeKalb's Board of Commissioners more
power in its relationship with the CEO, but on its tor-
tuous path through the legislature its intent was inven-
ed. If its final version had passed, it would have taken
some of the BOC’s power away.

Members of the BOC were highly critical of
SB207, but a majority of them are still in favor of
changing DeKalb’s govermmental structure. Some
state legislators from DeKalb are also eager for a
change, but some aren’t. There will be more wrangling

. in both bodies before voters make the final decision.

Sen.Thomas isn't looking forward to the fight.

She suggested the matier be studied by Carl Vinson

Institute of Government at the University of Georgia.

The personalilies and politics must be removed from
-the process, Thomas said.

That may be difficult to do consndenng how
involved some personalities are. Two current mem-
bers of the BOC, Porter Sanford and Ken Davis are
announced candidates for CEQ in 2000.. as is Rep.
Vemnon Jones. None of those three expressed a strong
_desire to change the balance of power anytime soon.

Not surprisingly, Commissioners Jackie Scott,

Gale Waldorff, Elaine Boyer and Judy Yates have very

-clear changes in mind. Specifically, they have com-
plained that the CEO both chairs the BOC meelings

Thomas said. .

and sets their agenda. “Those are two important
functions that a legislative body ought to be in
charge of,” Waldorff said. “We have an executive

" chairing our meetings and seiting our agenda, and

it’s just not working.” .

That issue was the first and foremost addressed
in a February 1999 letter from the DeKalb Civic
Coalition to State legislators. The DCC letter was al
least in part the impetus behind SB207, but the ques-
tions of who sei. e agenda and who presides over
meetings never made it into any version of the bill.
Yet, some Representatives who have been criticized
for signing SB207 say they are now behind the idea.

Continued on PAGE 10

GOX Ad\mcates

n_the Georgia legislature reconvenes on

Jan. 10, it will take up a number of health

matters and will be urged to look at several

issues of particular concern to Secretary of State Cathy
"Cox. Here are some of the itemns to be examined:

The Cemetery Act
And The Funeral Service Act

Secretary Cox heard so many complaints about the bur-
ial industries that her office sponsored public hearings
in 1999, The resulis of those hearings are being com-
piled into proposed updates to existing legislation.
Although the final document is still in preparation,
Cox's_proposal is certain 1o address the industries'
increasingly aggressive marketing approaches and dis-
closure practices.
‘Once a “Mom and Pop” operauon funeral homes
Continued on PAGE 19
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Jun-Ching_ Lin:
A SOLO VIOLIN

Sunday, January 23, 2000 ér 4:00 pm
Performing Arts Studio
$10 General Admission

Join Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Assistant Concertraster
Jun-Ching Lin as he performs two solo works for violin
by J.8. Bach and provides insightful commentary on the
history and background of each piece.

For tickets and information, call

404.727.5050

OLD NAVY

01d Navy, the éture that makes shopping fun again, oliers
you the remarkable opportunity to be a part of growth
in the family value-priced clothing market.

SALES & STOCK ASSOCIATE ‘PIISlTIﬂNS

: We offer flexitle hours with shifts beginning as
early as 6200 AM through 12:00 midnight. Join our team
and work in a fun environment, a great merchandise discount,
and unlimited opportunity to learn and grow with 0d Navy.

MANAGEMENT POSITIONS AVAILABLE [N ALL ATLANTA LOCATIONS
Fax Resume to: 770/772-4068

WE ARE NOW AGCEPTING APPLICATIONS
| FOR OUR NEWEST LOCATION

NORTH DEKALB MALL
APPLY IN PERSON -

0id Navy « Nerth Dekalh Mall
Corner of Lawrencevitle Hwy
and North Druld Hilis Road

Monday, 1/17 thru Saturday, 1/29
9:00 a.m - 7:00 p.m

NEWS
UPDATE

Hy
GVJD

i

Cly

Y2K Reports From GEMA Show
No Major Problems

t least 100 employees from dozens of
A:tate. local and federal agencies, pub-
ic utilities and volunteer organiza-
tions were on duty in the Georgia Emergency
Management Agency's (GEMA) Stale
Operations Center (SOC) in southeast Atlanta
to coordinate the response of state resources,
including more than 5,000 personnel
stalewide, in the event any problems occurred.
At the stroke of midnight, nearly 800
entities, including local emergency manage-
ment agencies, public safety organizations,
healthcare facilities, and utilities began to sub-
mit status reports by phone, fax and e-mait.
Within the first half hour of the new year, most
of the utilities had checked in and positive
repons had been filed by 91 counties.

There were no reports of utility disrup-
lions, although some telephone service
providers noted increased usage.

On Jan. 1, GEMA Direcior Gary W.
McConnell said, “This is good news, but we

glitches or problems in the coming hours.” At
7 am. the SOC had been activated. As the

" midnight hour moved westward, the SOC
closely monitored conditions in other coun-
tries, but there were no immediate indications
of problems.

are certainly aware that there could be some .

Train Depot May Be Reborn
As A Community Center

The old railroad depot in Decatur may soon
be transformed into yet another kind of stop-
ping place, a community center. For years,
the little green building, also known as the
Great Southeastern Freight Room stood as a
beacon in the night for music lovers. During
the day, hot, tired bike riders stopped in to
cool their heels and rest up along with local
workers patronizing the quaint restaurant for
lunch. )

With its doors closed for more than a
year, speculation about the fate of the build-
ing has ranged from its demolition, to plans
for cutting it in half and moving it to two
separate locations. Owned by CSX railroad,
the depot has fallen in disrepair over the
years, so much so that it has been closed for
more than a year. During that time, Decatur
city officials have worked toward preserving
the oldland mark through securing federal
money for repairs. However, CSX, not want-
ing the liability that might come with some-
one getting injured on the rail tracks has
been reluctant to cooperate.

Recently, the two entities have come o
a meeting of the minds. CSX has agreed to
give the city the 107-year-old building pro-
vided it is moved at least 20 feet away from
tracks. City officials are now looking into

FlS 1T TIME TO PLAN YOUR FAMILY REUNION?

/

!
¥
A
\ V Provde Wekom: Bags
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Our tai

Our FREE Services Include:\\ hH
/ ‘Cbeck Hotel Avaiabityand Rates ‘\'\ ¢
'\ Aroe Conple Perorl S gectins.
|\ PlanExig Rcratona Acties
"\, Schedce On-ste DCVB Ambassaders for Registaton
" elp Arange o Transpotationand Ot Logistial e

For Unforgettable Memories -
_ Bring it Home to DeKalb!

" Ay C”bfas . . 1 3o o
’%as {one oul tamPa g [\“\ee ot
M, ’c-CadosmuI;eum. c“anoedi\ _

Village, Dow )
¥e Major Shopping M2

AR Call 404-378-2525 or 1-800-099-6055
or check s out on the web at www atlaniasdekab.ong
Atianta's DeKabb Comventon & Vistors Bureau
CRRRENTINE & VISITORS DORENY 750 Commence Drive, Sule 200, Decatur GA 30000
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the cost of moving the depot, repairing it and

using il as a community center.

Applications Sought For
Vacancy On Board Of
Registrations And Elections

Applications are now being taken for a two-
year member-al-large position that has
become vacant on the DeKalb County Board
of Registrations and Elections. This member
is appointed by four other members on the
board and must be a registered voter in
DeKalb County.

The board is responsible for the conduct
and certification of all elections and all voter
registration in the county. It acts as the elec-
tion superintendent for the county. Board
meetings are heid on the fourth Wednesday
of each month, during election time, and on
other cccasions as needed. ‘

All persons interested in this position
should submit a resume with a letter of
application to Board of Registrations and
Elections, 4380 Memorial Drive, Decatur
GA 30032 or by FAX to 404/298-4038. The
deadline for applications to be received is
Feb. 7, 2000 at 4:30 p.m.

Clocks Atop The Old
Courthouse Strike Again

Anyone passing through the Square of
Decatur will be able to glance up and see the
correct time now, thanks to the recent repairs
on the old timepieces atop the Old
Courthouse on the Square. This past New
Year's Eve, revelers got a chance to see and
hear the results of the painstaking work on
the clocks by Greg Jones from Clockworks.
After their innards were put right and the
dials and the hands cleaned, the old clocks

rang out 12 chimes at the stroke of mid-
night.

Believed to be among the few remain-
ing hand-wound clocks in the country, the
clocks, manufactured by the E. Howard
Clock company are typical of castings made
between the 1890 and 1910. The Old
Courthouse is located in the City of Decatur
at the intersection of Ponce de Leon Avenue
and Clairemont Road.

Fall Programming For
Community Center In South
Decatur To Be Discussed

An open house will be held on Feb. 5 at 10
a.m. in south Decatur 1o discuss fall pro-
gramming at the Community Center of
South Decatur. Programs will include recre-
ation and sports activities for children and
young adults. Residents will be updated on
the development in south Decatur and the
old Scottish Rite Hospital property. The
meeting will be held at the Elizabeth Wilson
Community House, 317 W. Hill Street in
south Decatur.

ARK Campaign Update

Robert Soens and Amani Bedford-Coleman
of the Decatur ARK Campaign report that
the first phase of their fundraising campaign
was very successful. With a goal of raising
$5,000 in individual donations by the end of
1999, the two report donations of $5,720.
These funds were presented to Heifer
Project International at the Decatur New
Year's Eve Party on the square. Their goal
for the year 2000, raising an additional
$15,000 in-organizational and institutional
donations has received a healthy kick-off

by Mike Swain

ﬁ!u/ Y2K PREDICTIONS,
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NEWT GINGRICH
A CONTRL OF THE

LE UVER
;WEN ITAS N

FEELING JEA
AND IIE‘GLE'GTEE
EVER

ARRNAL. oF 'ms' -
PANDAS AT ZOo AT-
MNTA WILL/E B,
‘I'ERS THE POWN-
WARD SPIRAL!

BRAVES rmum
JOHN ROCKER

Decatur Neighbhorhoods
Meet To Discuss
Mutual Concerns

and Agnes Scott College.

It is their hope that local civic organiza-
tions, churches, schools, businesses and
neighborhood groups will contribute to
reaching this worthy goal. All money goesto
feeding the hungry in various communities

On January 12 the neighborhood associa-
tions of Winnona Park, MAK

around the world and is being denated in the

name of the citizens of the city of Decatur.
For more information call Robert Soens at
404/373-7027 pr Amani Bedford-Coleman
at 404/687-0173.

(McDonough St., Adams St., and Kings
Highway) and South Candler will meet at
Winnona Park School at 7 p.m. The
meeling is organized and sponsored by
Decatur commissioner John Ridley.

thanks to0 Columbia Theological Seminary

At Agnes Scott College...
... this is only the beginning

o

Y concept that Doris
Robinson has understood
in the Emory-Druid Hills
area since 1979.

Al

TR

_@mis has stood the test of time for
unequalled service and her vears of
experience & knowledge of the
market wilt make yvour real estale
transaction a pleasure

&%

SRecognized by the Dekalb Board of Realtors for being one of
the top 5 teams (or several consecutive years.

“©awarded the Phoenix Award by the DekalbBoard of Realiors

You’ve graduated.

©Life Member. Million: Dollar Cluly, Allara Board of Reallors

Your future is in your hands.

Call Doris today for a free real estate |
consultaion of your home-

404°377°8209

'
. Master of Arts in Teaching Secondary English
® Post-Baccalaureate Premedical Program

®

ACNES ScoTT COLLEGE

Contact the Office of Graduate Studies

(404) 471-6252 * www.agnesscott.edu : PREV[EVS
EXCEPTIONAL FROMENTIRS
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Michae! Polak
_ State Senator
Senior Citizens District 42
| Levels of Long Term Care
L - Continue to push for legislation to give
senior citizens more choices when they
must choose long care facilities. The
legislation creates an interim level of
care between a personal care home and
nursing home. The goal is to give senior
citizens another choice to prevent prema-
ture placement in a nursing home when
they only have limited healthcare needs
{i.e. diabetes) and don't need 24 hour/7
day healthcare in a nursing home setting.

Consumer Centered Access
Creates a "one stop shopping” place for
individuals and families to go when trying
to get more information on long term care
services available to them. The goal of the
bill is to help individuals who need long
term care to easily identify services avail-
able to allow them to live longer in their
home or other non-institutional setting. 1f
they do need institutional care, it would
also give them those options as well.

i WHERE PICTURE FRAMING

T Greek GrameTp

H Custom Picture Framing « Art Gallery

Crime Prevention

Hate Crimes

Working with Sen. Vincent Fon to increase
penalties for someone who violently attacks
an individual or group of individuals because
of that individual's religion, race, gender or
sexual orientation. The bill is-typicaily
referred 1o as Hate Crimes legislation. -

Campaign Financing Reform

Electronic Filing

Re-intreduction of a bill to require electron-
ic filing of campaign and lobbyist records so
this information would be made available on
the internet in a timely fashion. The goal of
the bill is to give citizens more information
on political candidates and elected officiais.

. 1S AN ART. o

Prints & Posters
il . 804-325-5225 'ﬂ

‘In: 1he Emory Commons at No.Decatur & Clairmont -

In addition, to give citizens a greater under-
standing of how campaigns are funded to
drive the debate for campaign financing -
reform.

e L Y R PR T R R L R L A A

Property Tax Reliof
HOST Revisions
Will propose legislation to give citizens in
the cities in DeKalb equitable praperty tax
relief from HOST funds as are gained from
individuals living in unincorporated arcas of
DeKalb.

Environment

Clean Air Initiatives

Working with a number of environmental
groups on developing incentives for the use
of more environmentally friendly sources of
energy in the state. Also, working with vari-
ous governmental and private sector entities
on the greater deployment of tele-commut-
ing to allow individuals more opportunities
to work at home.

Children

Funding
Pushing for increased funding through the

Department of Human Resources for foster Nadine Thomas
care, child support and a wide range of ser- State Senator
vices for children with disabilities. District 10

Call 404-294-9389
for a free quote!

‘Classic Gardens & Gifts, A
own retail garden center is pleased
to announce the introduction of
a Complete Lawn Maintenance
Service. Utilizing our 15 years
of exper experience in the turf grass
business, we can help you to
achieve that beautiful lawn
you've always wanted.

e Turf Grass § Shrubbery Maintenance
Fertilization § Weed Control
Annual Color Plantings
Mulching

Container Plantings

$50.00 Off

On A 12-month
Maintenance Contact

Classic Gardens & Gifts
1oN. AvomhlcRJ. Avondale [ states ‘h ;

™
.'f =
H

N
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Butier's Legisiative Agenda
“My main focus at this time is to provide
funding for programs in my district. T will
also concentrate on education and trans-
portation, two hot topics for this session.

SB 211 - Motor Vehicles and Traffic
(presently in a house committee} This bill
provides that two points shall be assessed to
a person’s driving record for the following
offenses: (1) failure to wear a seat safety
belt; (2) failure to secure a seat safety belt
on a minor; and (3) violation of the child
safety restraint requirements.

Re-introduce SB 253 “Year 2000

Children's License Plate’’ This bill pro-

_’,{

Gloria Singleton Butler
State Senator
District 55

vides for a “Year 2000 Children’s License
Plate” to be issued beginning Jan. 1, 2000 in
celebration of the Year 2000 and will pro-
mote programs for children and adolescents
with severe emotional problems. Some
adjustments will be necessary for the date.
There will either be a trust fund set up with
funds derived from the special license plate
fee, or appropriations from the general
fund. The Department of Human Resources
will administer the program for children
and adolescents with severe emotional
problems.

My recent appeintment to the Workforce
Investment Siate Board will give me the
opportunity to render first-hand decisions
regarding the kind of training that meets

“the needs of discouraged workers, the

unemployed, and the underemployed, as
well as workers seeking to enhance their
skills for continued career advancement.
In 1998, Congress passed into law the
“Workforce Investment Act of 1998,” for
the purpose of preparing youth and adults
for entry into the labor force and to pro-

EIS000815
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vide for the planning, implementa-
tion and ongoing oversight of a
comprehensive state  workforce
development system designed to

improve workforce  training,
employment, literacy and vocational
rehabilitation.”

o okCe.
Rarafotins Realty (o.
Happy New Year

fr

Karafotias Realty

Serving the community for over 20 years
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Mobiey's Legislative Agenda
I. Centified Professional Midwifery
2. Sexual Harassment in Work Place.
Only employees working for businesses
with 13 or more employees can take action
against sexual harrasmient, leaving a big
loop hole in the federal law. This bill
would enable employees working for
small firms to file charges if needed in
their work place.
3. Sexual Harassment in School Place,
This would help students feel more com-
forable in school by providing laws to
protect studen's against sexual harrasment
in schools.
4. Guilty Pleas for Aliens/Naturalized
Citizens. In the criminal justice system
guilly pleas are often entered for aliens and
naturalized citizens to speed their trials
" along. When this happens the offender
often does not understand that some guilty
pleas may have a negative effect on their
immigration status later. For example, a
guilty plea could be put under the heading
of an aggravated felony by the
Immigration Service which could be used
as a means for alien or naturalized citizen’s
removal or deportation,
5. Emergency Highway Call Boxes
6. Due Care With Use of Celi Phones By
Drivers. .
7. Expanding deputy voter registration
to Probation & Parole Officers
8. ‘Auto dealer drive-out tags to be
registered

Visit
the Shops of

West Ponce

One Block West of the OId
Square in Downtown Decatur

Rep. Barbara J. Mobley
State Representative
District 69

9. Swdy on Effectiveness of The Georgia
Commission on Equal Opportunity.
Often when complaints are filed they are
lost in a paper maze for lengthy periods,
sometimes years. This bill would expedite
investigation into complaints about viola-
tions of equal opportunity.

10. HOPE Scholarships available to Pell

Grant Recipients

Ii. Protective  Barriers for some
Convenience Stores .
12. Funding For Georgia Stroke

Partnership Program

Doug Teper
State Representative
District 61 -

Please join us tor Breakfast, Lunch,
and. Brunch. We offer our entire
menu all day evervday. Take out

orders welcome.

We also offer duily
Promotions and Specials.

(404) 377-5623

M-F 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m,

Stuckey's Legisiative Agenda
Gender Equity in Sports: Kathy Ashe (R-
Allanta) and I are co-authoring legislation
to implement federal Title IX guideline for
sports funding at the state level. This will
help insure that boys® and girls’ athletic
programs are equitably funded in Georgia.

Red Light Enforcement: I have agreed to
be the House sponsor for Sen. Vincent
Fort’s bill to allow municipalities to install
cameras in red lights to photograph viola-
tors. Motorists will be sent a citation in the
mail not to exceed $100 and no points will
be added to the offender’s driver's license.
The goal is to help reduce traffic fatalities
and to provide greater crosswalk security
for pedestrians.

Reforming Georgia’s Rape Laws: I am
the co-sponsor of House Bill 1074, which

" proposes two major changes to the current

rape laws. First, the bill would create the
new offense of aggravated sexual assault,
which is defined as “assault with the intent
to commit to commit rape, aggravated
sodomy, or aggravated sexual battery,” and
is punishable by 5 to 20 years in prison.
Second, the bill would redefine the offense

_ . Full Bar
Lunch, Dinner, & Sat. / Sun. Brunch

Featuring original and classic Mediterranean Recipes from
France, Spain, Italy, Morocco, Tunisia and more!

11am - 10:30pm Mon. — Thurs.
11am - 12:30am Fri. - Sat.
Sat. & Sun, Brunch — 10am -~ 3pm
308 W. Ponce de Leon

404-371-9119

/_———_\—*\
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- Ethel Stephanie Stuckey
State Representative
District 67

of rape by removing the element of force
and replacing it with lack of consent by the
female. The change in definition will
address the situation where the woman
knows her attacker and the element of force
is more difficult to prove and also where
the woman is under the influence of what’s
commonly known as the “date rape” drug
and lacks the ability to consent.

The bill, which was recommended by
DeKalb District Attomney J. Tom Morgan
and several Emory law siudents who
worked in his office, will make it easier for
prosecutors to obtain criminal convictions
for rape and sexual assault cases, especial-
ly in date rape situations.

Juvenile Law Reform: I am a member of
the Judiciary Subcommittee on Juvenile
Law Reform, which held several meetings
over the summer to study changes to our
juvenile code and will work with Mary
Squires {D-Gwinnett Co.) on implementing
some of the recommendations from our
meetings.

Arts Funding: I am considering a measure
to establish a special license plate 1o gener-
ate funds for the ants in Georgia.

Senior Connections Funding: I am work-
ing with DeKalb-based Senior Connections

- On an appropriations request to help con-

struct a major food service facility for

3y
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seniors in DeKalb Coumy. The facility will
also partner with DeKalb Tech on provid-
ing vocational training and labor.

Probate Judges: I am sponsoring a bill to
allow senior probate judges to continue
serving on the bench past retirement.

Family Law: 1 am working on several fam-
ily law issues, including providing for
direct appeals in family law cases {which
are currently subject to the discretionary
appeals procedure), allowing for continu-
ing jurisdiction in child custody cases,
enacting provisions for relocating parents

June Hegstrom

in custody modifications, and combining State Representative
legitimization and custody matters District 66 ’
{Georgia is the only state that does not pro- )
vide for this). Hegstrom's Legislative Agenda
Pedestrian Safety '

DNA Evidence: After this summer’s much
publicized case where an inmate was
absolved of any wrongdoing after serving
17 years for rape, 1 have been urged to
introduce legislation requiring the preser-
vation of critical evidence needed for DNA
testing.

DUI Legislation: I zlso have a couple of
“clean up” provisions to our DUT laws,
which were recommended to me by a con-
stituent and the GA Depanmem of Public
Safety.

Strengthen crosswalk definition and strengthen
training and enforcement for pedestrian right
of-way. In the Atlanta area there arc many
pedestrian crossings that are poorly marked.
This bill would shore up pedestrian safety by
marking crosswalks in an easiiy recognizable
way and encourage law officers to ticket drivers
who do not yield to pedestrians and pedwnan
violators.

Atlanta Regional Commission

Amend ARC structure to provide for direct
election of some members and contro] by those
members - amend ARC authority to assure an
effective land use policy land use guide (Smart

HB 245 and 25] Metro area planning & devel-
opment commissions; amend provisions
HB998 Radioactive material; transportation
PSC regulate.

Growth). Currently ARC committee chairs are
recommended by city commissioners, CEQs,
and county commissioners. This change would
allow citizens to be elected from districts
according to a formula not determined by coun- -~
ty, city boundaries.

HR 77 Senior Week at the Capitol; recognize
HR 85 Public school and colleges; urge change
of certain mascots

HR 97 Federal budget; military funds; redis-
tribute to states

HR 218 Louise Burmoughs commended

anes

Transportation Safety for Nuclear Waste
Transported through Georgia - adding inspec-
tion, training, and participation for waste trans-
port. (see article page 8)

Paul Jennings

State Representative
District 63

Legislative Agenda
Education Reform
1. Make all schools safe for students, B
teachers and staff.
2. Re-institute discipline in the class- |
room. :
3. Establish fair standards of academ-
_ic performance and measure results
regularly. Continued on PAGE 9

Handicap Parking Monitors
Strengthen the role of monitors.
Handicapped monitors currently work with
local law enforcement officials to ticket
handicapped parking violators. During the
iast legislative term, a bill was passed stat-
ing that monitors “shall” be provided hel-
mets and windbreakers to distinguish
them. However some rural counties do not
have the funds to buy the equipment. This
bill would change the wording from
“shall” 1o “may.”
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by Audrey Lowe -

ile most of us have been oblivious
to the hazards of radioactive waste
materials criss-crossing our state,

Clarkston’s Rep. June Hegstrom has not. In
fact, she's been so alert to the problem that she
has drafted legislation to regulate the shipment
of these materials through Georgia. And she's
not alone in her concern; several other states are
considering similar laws ~ among them
Tennessee, Indiana, Michigan and Minnesota
In addition, regulating legislation passed both
houses of California’s legislature, but was
killed by the Govemnor's vefo. New
Hampshire's bill made it all the way, though,
and has since been signed into law.
Hegstrom's commitment to this issue anis-
es out of her jopposition to the Department of
Energy’s plan for a permanent repository for
spent nuclear fuel (SNF) and high-level nuclear
waste (HLW) in Yucca Mountain, Nevada Not
only does Hegstrom believe that long-term
storage in a single facility is a dangerous con-
cept; she also feels certain that moving these
materials through 43 .states on the way to
Nevada is simply inviting tm%l_ And the
Georgia legislator is not alone in her beliefs.

. A fact sheet prepared by the State of
Nevada Nuclear Waste Project Office in May,
1999 discusses the potential problems associat-
ed with long-term transportation of these mate-
rials: “While it is true that, since 1962, there
have been no radicactive releases as a result of
transportation accidents, the amount of waste
shipped to a repository [at Yucca Mountainj in

the first full year of operations alone will
exceed the total amount shipped in the US for
the past 30 years. In addition, the distances over
which SNF and HLW would be shipped will be
much greater than for past shipments, which
have often been shorter transfers of spent fuel
from one utility location to another.”

The fact sheet wams that exposure to low-

level radiation can occur when transport vehi-
cles are forced to mix in with heavy traffic in
urban areas. According to the fact sheet, *“The
potential effects of repeated exposures along
highways and railroads during the 25-year
repository cmplaccmenl phase have not been
adequately addressed...”
" In a Las Vegas Review-Journal article
dated Dec. 9, 1999, Nuclear Projects Agency
transportation consultant Robert Halstead said
he is concerned about catastrophic accidents
that could involve ruptured or damaged casks,
quoting a 1986 report by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission that estimated it
would cost $620 million to clean up a severe
accident involving a cask that releases only a
tiny fraction of its radionuclides. And with
more than 35,000 shipments projected during
the next several decades, Halstead said the like-
lihood of an accident involving the breach of a
cask seems fairly certain.

Bill Would Regulate Routes And
Require Trained Personnel

Hegstrom’s bill, HB 998, proposes that all SNF
and HLW shipments through Georgia be
inspected.at the earliest point of entry into the

Good Towards One Roll
iOf Print Film Developing

Memaries by
KROMACOLOR Film Develuping

L]
]
|Expires 1/31/2000

iNot redeemabile for cash or change or credit.
lOne certificate per order.

2 % to You . . .
5% Gitt Certificate

er insurance, carry special pertnits as well as
nuclear incident prevention and clean-up plans,
and be accompanied by trained emergency
response personnel.

The bill also stipulates that truck shipments
must move in convoys of five vehicles or more,
and travel only on limited access roads, avoid-
ing’ high population areas wherever possible.
Rail shipments would be required to travel in a°
train dedicated to high-level nuclear waste or
spent fuel cells; such a train would also be
required to camy at least three emergency
response personnel trained to deal with radia-
tion accidents.

A similar version of HB998 was the sub-
ject of hearings when it was assigned to the
Transportation Committee in 1996. However, a
nuclear industry consultant' brought in from
California spoke against the measure, as well as
a second representative from the national
nuclear power lobby, and it was defeated in
Committee.

Georgla PSC Currently Monitors
Radioactive Shipments

Capt. Bruce Bugg, Hazardous Maltenials
officer with Georgia’s Public Service
Commission, is directly involved on a daily
basis with the movement of hazardous materi-

- als through the state. According to Bugg, smali

radicactive shipments move through Georgia
every day, however, more than 99% of these
products are radiopharmaceuticals and industri-
al radiographics, such as X-rays used to inspect

space for you!
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-Subject to avallability
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pipe welds and measure malerial densities.
Bugg said that in 1999, 22 casks containing
SNF moved through Georgia, mostly from west
10 east, as the radioactive material was shipped
to the Savannah River Plant for storage.

According to Bugg, Georgia currently fol-
lows regulations set forth by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission in moving these mate-
rials across the state, NRC’s regulations require
that the Govemor be notified in advance of the
shipment, with date, time, mode and safe-
guards all clearly specified. All trucks must be
escorted in urban areas, and these escorts are
usually drawn from local law enforcement
agencies. Bugg himself frequently provides the
escort — something he’s been doing for 12 years
in his position with the PSC.

Bugg also described a stringent set of
guidelines, called the Enhanced North
American Inspection, which each truck, its dni-
ver and cargo must undergo at its point of
departure, before setting out to move SNF or
HLW across state lines. As soon as a truck car-
rying this material reaches the Georgia state
line, the driver must notify the PSC of his loca-
tion. In addition, the tnick’s movement can be
picked up and tracked by satellite. When an
escort officer meets up with the truck, he wears
an electronic docimeter, a small device that
“chirps” faster when it senses higher-than-nor-
mal levels of radiation; and six of the PSC’s
vehicles are outfitted with special equipment
on their dashboards enabling them to monitor
radiation as these truck shipments move along
the highways.

Bugg is committed to a h:gh standard of

The c%m
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Hegstrom is
aware of this possibili-
ty. In 1998, she asked
officials at the US
Department of Trans-
portation to look over
her proposed legisla-
tion and render an
unofficial opinion. -

In the agency’s
response, the Assistant
Chief Counsel for
Hazardous Materials
Safety indicated that
several provisions in
her bill could be prob-

' lematic. .Citing the
Submitted by GANE (Georgians Against Nuclear Energy), this requirement that
photo was taken at 4 a.m. on June 4, 1994 when GANE mem-
ber Kay Citron phographed the lightly guarded nuclear waste
shipment as it remained at a standstill for several hours,

trucks travel in.con-
voys of five, he sug-
gested that the poten-
safety when ‘it comes to transporting nuclear tial wait until five trucks were assembled could
materials. *§ have a personal stake in making be grounds for pre-emption. He also suggested
sure it’s safe. I grew up in Georgia. I went to that a state law governing routes might conflict
Druid Hills High School, and have family all with routes set out by the Federal Highway
over, near the rail and truck lines that will move Administration, and might therefore be pre-

spent fuel and high level waste,” he said. empted. Other problem areas identified by the
: DOT official involve the specific timing of
- DOT, PSC Have advance notification, certain aspects of the per-
Reservations About Bill mitting procedures and mandated driver train-

ing courses.
As far as HB998 is concemned, Bugg said his Despite these DOT interpretations, how-

agency has some reservalions about it, because ever, Hegstrom intends to go forward. *Texpect -

some of the bill’s provisions may run afoul of in the Commitiee process we will look at any
existing federal regulations, a situation that provisions that DOT and PSC are concemed

could creale problems instead of solving them. about. We can discuss their objections and we

“States can regulate hazardous materials, pro- can work through them. I hope the commitiee
vided that the regulations don’t conflict with will pass it cut, so we can get it 1o the floor-for
existing federal regulations, or require dual a vote,” she said.

compliance,” he said. And if a conflict occurs, According t¢ Hegstrom, publlc hearings
Bugg said, the state’s law could be pre-empted, on HB 998 will be held on Jan. 26 at 2:00 p.m.
in which case the PSC could lose its authority at the Public Safety Committee meeting in
to control shipments through the state. Room 216 of the Capitol Building.

Rheumatoid Arthritis

‘New Medications and Treatment Implications

Progress continues in the fight against rheumatoid arthritis.
You can benefit from this progress at DeKalb Medical Center’s
free rheumatoid arthritis program on Saturday, January 29.

Rheumatologist Jefrey Licberman, M.D., will present a
program on the latest medical treatment options, and you can
participate in panel discussions and exhibits as well. Join us for
any or all of the activities.

Program Schedule-

10 am. Registration & Exhibits

10:15am. . Presentation: Jefrey Lieberman, M.D.
10:45 am.  Question & Answer Session

Il a.m. Movement Therapy Demonstration
11:15 a.m. Patient Panel Discussion

S DeKalb Medical Center

2701 North Decatur Road * Decatur, Georgia

Conhnued from PAGE 7
:55 4. Reward quality instruction.
5. Retrain or replace non-performing

teachers.

6. End social promotion and grade
inflation.

7. Encourage technical education as
well as academic.

£ 8. Graduate high school students pre-

pared to work in the community or to

8 succeed in college work.

9. Avoid sending DeKalb tax dollars

away from DeKalb schools to pro-

vide for the needs of under-perform-
ing or disadvantaged rural school
systems that do not tax their resi-
dents.

Aliocation of Tobacco
Funds
1. 100% of amount received should

be allocated to health needs and stop-
. smoking efforts.

2. The tobacco farmer relief funds

E negotiated by Governor Barnes
g should be sufficient, and not be sup-

plemented.
3. An excessively paid, unsuccessful

# ex-Tax Commissioner is not needed

to distribute funds te tobacco farm-
ers.

E 4. Direct funds toward keeping peo-
g ple in home-based care until instity-
g tions are the only possibility,

5. Reduce the waiting lists for those
people approved for state health care
assistance, who have waited for

e years.

Traffic Mobility
1. Synchronize traffic signals to

B speed traffic flow.

E 2. Consider banning trucks from I-
£ 285 during rush hours. i
E 3. Develop commuter rail only if it
g will not transfer the current rail

movement of freight to truck traffic
on highways and streets.

£ 4. Provide rationale and incentives,
# which will encourage commuters to
carpool

| - Maintain High Quality

Environment And Water
Resources

E 1. Encourage settlement of three-
i state water compact that serves future

state needs.
2. Utilize sensors to determine air-

¢ polluters and enforce remedial
i action,

3. Encourage carpooling.

. 4. Find resources to fund the

Governor's initiative to save more
green space.

Review DeKalb County
Government Organization -
For Possible Changes.

| Specific Legislation That Will Be -

Introduced:’ i
1. 100% relief from county residen-

“tial property tax for DeKalb -home-

owners. - Conlrary to the perception

of most taxpayers, the first 20% of

HOST revenue may be used for coun-

ty capital uses, such as the new cour-

thouse. My bill will ensure that
DeKalb will fully benefit from any

state-wide homestead tax credit, and’ ;-
then residential property owners will |
receive 100% exemption from county -

property tax, If revenue remains, the

, Commissioners may use up to 20% of -

the original amount for capital needs. §
2. Pay of military personnel exempt §
from Georgia income tax while serv- §
ing overseas. - Men and women pro- &
tecting our nation in foreign lands §
should not be taxed in Georgia on %
their earnings while using no state J
services.

3. For Georgia income lax payers,
equalize the interest. paid for over-
payments to the amount.charged for
underpayments. - Currently, if you
underpay your income tax, you are
charged 12% interest. If you overpay
your tax you arc granted interest at
9%. Both rates should be the same,

Ly e Yy P T P T

JoAnn McClinton
State Representative
District 68

. . Leglslatlva Priorities
_-“My first priority; as always, is edu-
“cation. My -second ones are cconomlc‘
‘and developmcnl issues  which
include housing rehabilitation and
new development of homes in neigh-
- ‘borhoods.! will also work to con-
_tribuié to the health of the elderly.
Sometimes eldérly people are.intimi-
. dated by doctors. -When communica-
tion is difficult, it could lead to, that
:person not gemng the care they ‘need. -
_ This is a scary aspect of HMOs. It is
important for schools, churches. and
-neighborhoods in the community to
" work with:thé elderly population.”. §

Y
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General Assembly May Consider

County’s Power Structure
Continued From PAGE 10

Sally Harrell, the Representative from
District 62 said she very much’ supported
the commissioners running their own meet-
ings. “T'll do anything in my power to make
sure that happens,” she said. -

Representatives Stephanie Stuckey of
District 67 and Paul Jennings of District 63
tentatively agreed. Stuckey said she sup-
ported the idea but stressed she would have
to see any bill’s language before sponsoring
it. Jennings said he was inclined toward the
commissioners’ establishing the agenda as
a whole, by majority, as wetl as rotating the
chair of the commissioners. Jennings added

that he also favored the removal of County
Department heads from merit system pro-
tection, an issue addressed by SB207, and
shared by Representatives June Hegstrom
of District 66.

Other representatives had other sug-
gestions. District 61's Doug Teeper, the
head of the DeKalb delegation said he has
never liked DeKalb’s form of government.
It doesn’t foster consensus building or
teamwork, Teeper said. He would like to
see it retum 1o a traditional five-member
commission with a chair,

Rep. Barbara Mobley of District 69

Thank You,
Decatur, for the
past 10 years.
We are proud to
be a part of this

wonderful
community.

Year!

Happy New

For THE BEST_.IN
CONTEMPORARY
AMERICAN CRAFTS

sSO U
FINE CRAFT GALLERY

112 East Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur, GA

404/378-0118

said she had heard her constituents’ com-
plaints and is ready to discuss changes with
her colleagues. But she also said “the per-
sonalities involved right now have a lot to
do with the conflict between the CEQ’s
position and the commissioners.”

Personalities and political differences
were also a concern of Rep. Vernon Jones
of District 71 and candidate for CEO, who
said changing the government before now
would be premature. I think the new CEO
and the new BOC should request that the
DeKalb Delegation review the form of gov-
emment in the 2002 session,” Jones said,
“That gives an opportunity (o see the new
administration and how well they work
together.”

Whether the commissioners should
preside over their own meetings and set
their own agenda is even debated within

BOC. Sanford indicated little concern over -

Community Spirit
Long A Part Of
Decatur s Identrty

l;j by Christy Bardis

l . & New Year a!ways brings thoughls _
 -and ambitions of growth. The magm
I tude of this January Ist was ccnamly

I “accentuated by the exuberant. construction

vand* renovation currently taking place. in
~ Decatur, Growth was also prevalent durmg
- the first half-of, what is now, this’ past centu-).
ry The DeKa!b New Era announoed of
anuary 12, l9|l ‘that aocordmg 10 thc
l ‘Census;: Decarurs populauon ‘Was up- lo
o '466 anmcrease_of'?li%fmmlheprc ous

the matter, saying “It’s unusual and it does
lock as if there might be some overlap in
their duties, but I think that that can be
worked out. It's not a burning issue to me.”

Commissioner Davis wants the struc-
ture to stay the way it is, Commissioners
have never had a problem getting items on
the agenda, Davis stated. And if the CEO
denies an item, it can still get on.the agen-
da with the assent of four commissioners,
he pointed out.

But Commissioner Yates recalled- a
time in 1993 when requested items were
denied by the CEQ. Yates hastened to add
that the current CEQO, Liane Levetan, has
become more flexible since then. Another
CEQ might be less accommodating, Yates
said, and she doesn’t want a single indi-
vidual to have the power to subdue anoth-
er’s idea. “I will always vote to put an item
on the agenda, it doesn’t matter what the

decade — and a gigantic increase fmm 1870
" when the city’s population was- only 401. The
article states, **“The commiunity is to be congrat-
ulated midre on account of the character and intel-
ligence of our people than .its percentage of
increase." Tlus blatant cxpmsmn of pndc in the
‘ --:-commumty seems to have scrved as'; “stimutant

pansmn " The DeKatb New Era
announced on January v 1930' ”Perrmts lssmd
" frbm thcc:ty hall show that thefe was asubstan
* tial'amoint of building done in Decaturin 1929,
* The- volumé of ‘new construction for. the’ year
™ reached a total of $783,024.” Ten years later on
- January 4, 1940, The DeKalb New Era tfeported,
“Decatur’s building permits for 1939 jumped
neaily- half a million dollars above permits of
1938, according o an annual report given the
New Era this week by the city hall.”

Why has so much growth taken:place -in
Decatur? The answer can be found in 2 DeKalb
Ne_w Era article from January 31, 1929, entitled
“What Makes Decatwr A’ Distinctive
.Community.“ The article begins by questioning

~ what has attracted such excellent people to
Decatur, and continues: **“Ask most of thern and
you will be told that they were attracted to
Decatur by its inviting home atmosphere. This
home atmosphere is made up of unusual educa-
. tional advantages, -.community character, and
i public opinion. These are intangible qualities,
which are hard to define and yet are very real
. when they exist in such potcm ermgd'l as they
- manifest hiere.”
“Mhis casy to see that the large majority of
thosc who have come to Decatur to make a home
- for themselves and their families discovered that
' Decatur asa commumty ‘hds an appea}mg identi-

Lemsnade

On the

_ children’s apparel and such

* Creative & Personalized
~ Birth Announcements
~ Shower & Party Invitations
« Matching Brother & Sister Fall Outfits
* Baby & Shower Gifts
* Girls-Newborn to 6x
* Boys-Newborn to 7
e Shoes

Web at lemonadel.com

Hours: 10 am. - 7 p.m. Tues. - Sat,
117 E. Court Square 404-371-8346

wWhélvg
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DECATUR
404.371.3311

BEAT THE WEEKEND CROWD!
No wait Sunday-Thursday

Dogwood & Sweetwater

Prtchers $8 » Glass $2.50
(Mon. - Wed.}

Servme Sunday Brunch
10:30 am - 3 pm

Open 7 davs a week

. Call in your carry out order

141 Sycamore Street = Downtown Decatur
see our menu at wwu.ragingborrito com

.. . $2 Off Any Burrito .
wmu-:-u,mm,

L-_--ﬁ—————-——-—J

TR TS AT R




CommuNITY REVIEW « JANUARY 6, 2000

Hem is because I don't think that any issue
should ever be squelched,” she said.
“When thal issue comes up for a vote, it
will either rise or fall on its merits. There
should never be any censoring of items that

.go on the agenda.”

bl

photo by, Bill,

If Yates thinks philosophicatly, Davis
is practical minded. “Most of the agenda
items are generated by Ihe depariment
heads coming oul of the administration,
Davis said. “All the purchasing items or
contract repewals, things that come up
every year” Taking the CEO out of the
process would result in department heads
shopping their ideas around to the commis-
sioners, he added.

As for chairing BOC meetings, Davis

The Old Courthouse was aglow with Ilght when flreworks Iluminate_d‘ e .

pointed out that presiding involves nothing
more than reading the agenda items. “Where’s
the power in that?,” Davis wondered.

Waldorff’s response is that the power
is in perception. “People do not understand
when they see the executive branch chair-
ing the legislative body that there is any
difference,” she said, explaining that most
of the calls commissioners get are for
assistance with service problems that
should be handled by the CEQ’s adminis-
tration. “We are policy makers. We are not
the managers of the government on a daily
basis. So when you have an executive
chairing a legislative branch, I think it
gives a false impression of how this gov-
ermment works."

Decatur skyline during this New Year’s Eve eelehration -on the Square.

ty — something which we may call personality
and community spirit...”

“The thing which we shall call the person-
ality of Decatur was not acquired overnight. It is
the fruitage of time — the outgrowth of a century
of devotion 1o the intellectuzl advancement and
spiritual welfare of this community. Thus it will
be seen that the attractive identily of Decatur as a
home community. — an ‘intellectual and cultural
center — has'been its greatest asset and is still the
chief attraction which brings new citizens here.

This chief asset of Decatur cannot be bought,
sold, traded in the stock market, or carried away.

ltdepends upon the kind of people who live here
and their attide toward thc essential values of
life.”

“Decatur aﬂamed its hlgh and enviable
position among the communities of the south not
as a suburban fragment of a.large commervial
city, but as a. vigorous independent, municipal

J

o blue fish ¢ elick ¢ jvy ¢ kiko ® flax

stephanie schuster ¢

free people ¢ flax ® michael stars ¢ gone o seed

Clothes that make
life easier.

guash

2. blossom™
{::} contemporary clothing boutique

427 church street = downtown decatur
ph 404-373-1864 « fax 404-373-2605

entity. In Decarur. its aims, 1deals and asp:-_'-
rations are, known and well understood. and .
their protection and prormuon are sought by .

community.at heart. ’I'hc people of: Decatur -+
feel in this cormmunity. some!.hmg more than
a casual mtarast. Onemyﬁndahousc

tions rmght be ennrcly dcvoui of that_
remarkably helpful and su:nulaun thing we .~

Now lhat we have emered d'u: 15t cen- .
tury, growth may continue at a speed more,
rapid than could have becn imagined in-1870°. . |
or 1929 or 1950. Though a lot may changc,' s
the driving force will-remain the eommumiy '
spirit and ambitious drive that Decatur has
possessed all along. | '

e S s )]
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all citizens who have. lhe true: mterest of the I
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The Roth IRA: A New
Twist On An Old Idea

by Sherman Jones

hanks to the Taxpayer Relief Act
I of 1997, saving for retirement may
have gotten a little easier. That's
because the comprehensive naticnal tax
legislation included enhancements 1o tra-
ditional Individual Retiretnent Accounts
{IRAs) and importantly, the creation of a
new type of IRA — the Roth IRA.

Named for Delaware Senator
William Roth, who first introduced the
concept for this savings vehicle, the Roth
IRA takes the IRA notion of potentially
tax-deductible, tax deferred investing and
turns it around. Contributions to a Roth
IRA are never tax deductible, but quali-
fied withdrawals from the account
including eamings and capital gains, are
federal tax-free. That’s right. The invest-
ment eaming will never be taxed, as long
as the account has been open for ar least
five tax years and you have reached age
59 172,

Here’s how the Roth IRA works:
anyone who is earning income or taxable
alimony (received under decree of
divorce or separation) can contribute up
to $2.000 annualiy to a Roth IRA, assum-
ing your adjusied gross income is not
above $95,000 for single filers or
$150,000 for couples filing jointly.

Partial contributions are available for sin- .

gle filers earnings up to $110,000 and for
couples filing jointly up to $160,000.

" In addition to tax-free accumulation
and" withdrawals, Roth IRAs have other

advantages over traditional IRAs. Unlike .

the traditional IRA, contributions to a
Roth IRA may continue past age 70 1/2.
In addition, you are not required to begin
taking distributions at this age. Qualified
early distributions {(before age 59 1/2)
from a Roth IRA are not subject to the
10% federal penalty or income tax as
long as the Roth IRA has been opened for
at least five years and the funds are with-
drawn due to death or disability of the
account holder. Legislators, surprising
many, included one more qualified with-
drawal for Roth IRA funds, After five
years, you can withdraw up to $10,000 to
pay for qualified first time home buying
expenses for yourself or for certain fami-
In addition, your contribu-
tians to the Roth IRA can be withdrawn
tax-free at any time.

The tax- free aspecls of the Roth IRA

located on the Square in Decatur
Hours: 11:30-3pm & pm - closing

make this account most beneficial to peo-
pie who have a long-term investing hori-
zon ~ 20 years or more - or those who
will be in a relatively high tax bracket
when the time comes to withdraw IRA
money. If you anticipate being in a low
tax bracket during retirement years and
can make full use of the tax-deductibility

* of a traditional IRA now, you may be bet-

ter off with a traditional lRA rather than a
Roth IRA.

If the Roth IRA and the prospect of
tax-free earning fit your retirement sav-
ings strategy, you may want to consider
rolling over your existing IRA into a Roth
IRA. To avail yourself of this conversion
option, your adjusted gross income must
not exceed $100,000 in the year of con-
version {not including the income you
recognize as a result of converting your
old IRA). The taxable amounts recog-
nized as a result of the conversion are
subject to ordinary income tax, but not
the 10% federal penalty.

While the Roth JRA can be attractive
potentizl retirement savings vehicle, it’s
wise to do some serious number crunch-
ing before you decide which type of IRA
to fund, as well consulting your tax advi-
sor for full details on the rules and
restrictions of tax' advantaged accounts.
And as with other retirement savings and
investment decisions, a professional
financial advisor can help you decide
which IRA makes the most sense for you.

Sherman Jones is a Financial Advisor in
the Atlanta office of Prudential Securities
and works with individuals and small
businesses; his phone number is 404/842-
9235 or 800/241-1910.

Senving kunch: Mon. - Fil. Dinner: 7 days a week

Full Bar with extensive wine selection

Brunch coming soon
For Reservations coll 404-373-5574
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The environmentally-safe house cleaning service.
Licensed, bonded, insured. For a quote call or
visit us on the Intemet www.acleanhouse.com

Corbet Brown’s Cleaning Service
404/614-095%

Residential cleaning, weekly, bi-weekly, Over 10
years of service in Atlanta area. Owner with
crew at all times. Call Corbet for FREE esti-
mates. :

Scott Co.
404/284-

Window cleaning, pressure washing, deck and
fence restoration, painting and handyman ser-
vices. Excellent references and workmanship.
Please call Scott for FREE estimales.

Shamrock Cleaning Service

404/372-8184 * pages 770/202-9268

Your Irish eyes will smile! Have a restful sum-
mer vacation away from housework. Personable,
detailed ang reliable. Local references.
Competitive rates.

ELECTRICIANS

Bryco Electric

4239 Smithfield Dr., Tucker

770/934-6396 « Mobile: 678-776.9646
Quality service with the job done right the first
time. New. remodeling and repair electrical .
work. Fully insurad.

GET WIRED!

1-888-241.3373 » Beeper: 404/282-5845
Lizensed 25+ vears. Reasonable mates.
Professional service. Free estimates. Intown
renovations a specialty. .

Pat Muerphy Electric

404/577-4191

Exceptional service is our standard! Power »
Communication * Lighting. Serving intown
neighborhoods for 15 years.

FLoors

Busy “B” Services

404/299.1006 » www.busy~b.com

Hardwood floor refinishing. Ceramic tile instal-

lation. Brick floor maintenance, Carpet cleaning.
Insurcd. Reasonable rates. FREE estimates. Call
Stanley!

HomE IMPROVEMENTS

MW Construction Company

T70/266-6031 or TTW480-0830 (mobile phone)
Remodeling and restoration services. Room addi-
tions. Quality work. Frec estimates. Call Danny!

INTERIOR DESIGN

Flair! A Creative Concepts Company
TI0/477-4660

Let us turn your home into the home of your
dreams. Friendly, professional interior decorat-
ing. We'll also decorate for any festive occasion:
weddings, parties, holidays, Please call Kellye
or Tony to schedule a consultation.

LawN & LANDScAPE DESIGN

Ben's Lawn Care

404/377-2132

Dependable, reasonable, reliable lawn care,
Residential and commercial properties. All of
your fawn care needs - including your flower
beds! Licensed, bonded, insured. Catl Ben for
free estimates.

Call Rebecca Crosby Risse
at 404/371-8878
to be included in this directory.

Karen Bohling McGrath Landscape Design
400 Emory Dr., Lower level

404/373-5107

Turn your yard into a beautiful Garden. Friendly,
professional advice on pathways, arbors, privacy
screening, fragrant shrubs and year-round color
accents. Endividualized master plans prepared.

Grounds Maintenance

404/296-1916 — voice mail

Residential and commercial landscape mainte-
nance, Mow, Trim. Weedeat. Sidewalk and
driveway cleaning. Call Ronny.

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

Bill Lyth Interiors, inc.

404/294-8634

INTERIOR PAINTING. You can rely on Bill
Lyth for Integrity and Theroughness on your
painting projects. Call Bill to discuss your paint-
tng project.

Bill Smith Painting

404/776-0671

Painting » Pressure Washing » Gutter Cleaning «
Roof Stains » Deck Stains = Repairs. Call Bill for
FREE estimates.

Intown Interiors

404/876-7270

Specializing in Residential Enteriors, Small jobs
welcome. Neighborhood references, reasonable
rates. Call Paul for free estimates.

PLUMBING

Master Plumbing & Repair

413 Mead St., Decatur

T70/760-0408 :

“Your Neighborhood Plumber.” Free estimates.
Low rates. New » Repair + Remodel. A complete
plumbing service,

ROORNG CONTRACTORS

Bennie Irwin Roofing

770-978-3325

“Your Local Professional.” New & Re-roofing.
Repairs. Gutters. Many local references avail-
able. Family owned and operated. Over 20 years
experience!

TREE SERVICE

Tom Watson - Certified Arborist
404/378-9071 « tmwatson@mindspring.com
Expert tree pruning, maintenance and advice for
the healthy life of your trees. Specializing in
prompt service of the smaller jobs large compa-
nics get to when they can. Insured. References.
Member [nternational Society of Arboriculture
and Georgia Arborist Association.

ARBORETUM TRrEE ExPERTS INC

24 hr. direct line: 77(0/323-8708

Year round tree maintenance « Vegetation
Management * Hazardous Tree Removals « -
Storm Damage + Lot's Cleared » Debris Clean
Up All Types » NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL «
Bobcat Work, Grading, Misc » Member NAA &
1SA Insured » Client deals with same person
beginning te end of job!

Winpows & SIDING

Quinn Windows & Siding

770/908-9763

Let the beauty of your home shine through
Quinn Windows. Maintenance-free siding,
References, insured, licensed. Call Chuck Quinn
for free Estimates. 20 years experience.

Interior (al wpes of finishes) » Exterior-« Pressure Washing

aail Anderso
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dents gave the. effort to reform

Georgia’s rape laws an enormous push,
They drafted new legislation and organized
a panel discussion and open forum at
Emory University on updating Georgia's
rape laws. Now, with a number of rape-
related bills being considered in the
Georgia legistature, theirs and others’ hard

~In January 1999, three Emory law.stu-

work in updating Georgia's rape laws is

closer to fruition.

Rape Law Reform

Representatives Jim .Martin, Slepﬁ-anie
Swuckey, and Doug Teper have introduced
into the Georgia House a bill (HB 1074)

- that contains changes advocated by the

Emory students who provided the first draft
of this legislation. Two of the - students,
Cameron Wellborn and Rachel Brod, have
since graduated Emory. The third, Jill
Uiberall, is still working with the legislators
on the bill, and the others are following the
bill’s progress.

The most significant change the bill
contains is creation of a new category of
offense called “aggravated sexual assault,”
said Martin, who is chair of the House
Judiciary Committee. This offense is
defined as assaulting another with the intent
to commit ‘rape, .aggravated sodomy, or
aggravated sexual battery. ’

“Aggravated sexual assaull is a very
serious crime,” said Martin. “It carries a
penalty of 5 to 20 years.”

This new category of offense is needed
because some juries have been reluctant to
convict the accused of rape because of com-
plicating factors, such as the victim having
had a previous relationship with the
accused, he said. Aggravated sexual assault
is a lesser offense than rape but still carries
a serious penalty; therefore, it allows juries
to take action even if they aren’t comfort-
able with convicting the accused of rape. In
essence, it gives juries more flexibility and
choices, which will lead to more convic-
tions for sexual crimes, according to the
bill's advocates. .

“The rape crisis community is very
much in support of this bill,”" Martin said.
“It will have a lot of impact.” Mastin and
partners are carrently revising and finaliz-
ing the bill, and Martin said his goal is to
get the bill out of the Judiciary Commitiee
during this session and up for a vote.

sure. j,ashmg;
tter Cleaning:
Roof Stain:

‘Algae Removat
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Rape Prevention Education

Many are hoping that we won’'t have to
make.use of our rape laws, old or new, but
instead, to prevent rape altogether through
education. The DeKalb Rape Crisis Center,
which has provided leadership for years in
the effort to include rape prevention and
healthy relationship curricula in schools, is
one of them. The Georgia Senate is consid-
ering a bill (HB 171) already overwhelming-
ly passed by the House that requires the
State Board of Education to develop, in con-
Jjunction with rape crisis and sexual assault
cenlers, a rape prevention and personal safe-
ty education program for grades 8 through
12. The Board is also to encourage and pro-
vide for use of the program in schools. .
Rape prevention and healthy relation-
ship curricula created by the DeKalb Rape
Crisis Center and other institutions are
already being used in some Georgia schools,
such as Decatur High School, but many

" other schools do not have such curricula or

are reluctant to use them, said Virginia
Vaughn of the DeKalb Rape Crisis Center.
The new bill recognizes that schools need to
deal with these topics and that rape crisis

" centers are available to help them, and it

encourages schools to conduct the programs,
she said.

Workplace Sexual Har_assment

Federal sexual harassment law related to the
workplace covers only businesses with 13 or
more employees. In Georgia, however, there
is no specific law that addresses sexual
harassment in businesses with less than 13
employees, said Barbara Mobley, DeKalb
representative and secretary of the House
Special Judiciary Committee. Only tort law,
which has a very high standard and requires
proof of the violator's intent and stale of
mind at the time of the behavior in question,
is applicable to these types of small busi-
nesses. That's why Mobley and others have
introduced a bill (HB 311) that provides a
cause of action for workplace sexual harass-
ment for employees not covered by federal
sexual harassment law. As it is cumently
written, the bill also requires the two parties
in a suit to attend mediation as a condition
for bringing the suit to state couri.

The full text of these bills and their sta-
tus can be found at the Georgia legislature’s
Internet site at http://www.state.ga.us/ser-
vices/leg.

. The Oid House Specialists - Since 1978
M. CARY & DAUGHTERS
Plumbing Contractors|

Commercial
Residential
Repairs
Renovations

Water Heaters
Sewer Stoppages

370-0999
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n the Georgia General Assembly
begins its 2000 session on January 10,
the DeKalb County administration will

be paying close attention to how its agenda items
will be received by the County's legislative
Delegation. Below are excerpis taken directly
from DeKalb County’s agenda.

County Tax Commissioner desires to have leg-
islation enacted to allow county agents to
retain a fee in the amount of .50 cenms per
license plate or revalidation decal issued and
also to allow tags agenis to r e tain a fee in the
amount if .50 cents per title application
processed. These fees would be dedicated to
the acquisition and maintenance of modern
business tools and automated technologies.

Compensation Level Of CED And
The Board Of Commissioners
“The salary of the CEO should be set at 100 per-
cent of the Superior Court Judges salary and the
Board of Commissioners’ salary should be set at
19 percent of the Superior Count Judges salary,”
the request states. Previously the salary of the
Chief Executive Officer was a percent of the
Superior Court Judge's salary and the Board of
Commissioners was a percentage of the CEOQ
- salary. All other clected officials in the DeKaib
County Government are tied to a percent of the

Child Endangerment
To enact a statute in response to child deaths
experienced in Dekalb resulting from adult
negiect, i.e. leaving loaded firearms withing
easy access to children. A person convicted
under this code section where ne serious injury

volumes without the proper means or resources ¢
to hand the additional workload. The DeKalb ™

Ao a child under 16 years of age results shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted

under this code section where bodily injury or
death to a child under the ge of 16 shall be
guilty of a felony and shal! be punished by
imprisonment for not less than ﬁve nor-more
than twenty years.

Obtaining And Disclosing

Parcel Or Map Number
It is difficult for most counties to read meters
and boundary descriptons of real property in a
timely fashion and change ownership on all
parcels conveyed. Requiring the parcel number
on the disclosure form would greatly aid taxing
authorities in sending retums, homestead
applications and tax bills timely and to the
proper parties.

f__——‘_,____\
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Superior Court Judges salary. This proposal handles the estab-
lishment of the elected officials salaries in DeKalb County in
the same manner.

Processing Fee For Discretionary

And Local State Grant Funds
‘This bill would impose a processing fee on each grant awarded
from state funds to DeKalb County groups. The fee would help
pay for the considerable time and effort the county staff must-
spend dealing with the state, contracting with the recipients,
reviewing the legal aspects of each grant and monitoring the
recipients to make sure the monies are spent in accordance with
their designation.

Sale Of Tobacco Products To Minors
Public Safety Director Thomas Brown has requested & change
in the law regarding the sale of tobacco to minors. Currently the
law allows officers to issue citations and release individuals
who sell or distribute alcohol to minors. Cn the other hand, a
person caught selling tobacco products to a minor must be phys-
ically arested. *The disparity between the enforcement actions
taken on the two laws needs 10 be remedied,” the bill states.

Grant-in-Aid To Public Health

Cuts or redirection of grant-in-aid funds have resulted in the pri- -
oritizing of finances and human resources critical to the care of
low-income urban populations, according to a request submit-
ted by the Board of Health.
Some of these cuts jeopardize care 1o chromcally ill children
under the care of Children's Medical Services (CMS), a public
health program for eligible recipients up to twenty vears old.

“Because many of these children have complex medical,
cardiac and orthopedic problems, the cost of care for these chil-

THE HOME REBUILDERS
Architects & Builders

You need more room.
Butr where to find the
space? Instead of blow-
ing your top, let The
Home Rebuilders raise
the roof and lift your
spirits. Adding a second
story has never been so
easy and efficient.

The Home Rebuilders’
experienced, in-bouse
team of architects and
craftsmen offer respon-
sive service, timely
work and award-
winning vesults.

We've been giving
Atlanta great highs
Jor the past IS years.

1629 MONROE DRIVE
ATLANTA, GA 30324
404-876-3000
*FAX 404-876-3400

WUWW.HOMEREBOUILDERS.COM

dren is very high. Surgery for scolioses or a repair of a heart

defect may run as high as $75,000 10 $100,000 dollars for one

child. Major surgery for one child can consume 40 1o 80 percent
of the annual funds allocated to a district,” the request states. If
the Department of Human Resources continues to fund
Children’s Medical Services, funding must be adequate to serve
all the children in need.

~ Funding To Tag Agents For
Modemization And Technology
County tag agents are experiencing steady increases in business

AVONDALE
VETERINARY
HOSPITAL

February is Dental
Health Month!

19% Off

Dental services for the
month of February

David G. Williams, DVM

6 Avondale Road
Avondale Estates, Georgia 30002
(404) 294-4800
htep:/fwww.vetmall.com
hetp:/favondalever.tripod.com

Contemporary or Traditional

knowledgea e d:es:&ne
dedicated to makmg your project a
pleasant experience. CSI offers
total turnkey services from profes-
B sional craftsmen,

CSI Kitchen & Bath Studio -
provides high quality cabinetry in
both traditional and contemporary
styles. CSl is also your source for
appliances, countertops, sinks and
faucets.

Kitchen & Bath Studio

6290 Jimmy Carter Blvd #204
Norcross, GA 30071

770-729-1999
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ASTROLOGY & PSYCHIC READINGS

Cathy Burmoughs,
Decatur/Sandy Springs * 404-370-1118

Astrelogy. Tarot & Psychic readings - love, career, §
life purpose, relocation, business, finance, soul mate, §
past lives, medical intuitive. Classes and talks at the §

Inner Space. 404/252-4540

CHIROPRACTIC
Advanced Chiroprictic
Dr. Karen Sandburg
2738 Clairmont Rd. » Atlanta « J04/636-6500

Celebrate yourself with the gift of health. Getid of §
your headaches, neck and back pain, and be healthy. §

4 Chiropractic works! New patient discounts avail-
able.

COOKING CLASSES
The Main Course
404/633-5662
A three-part vegelarian series specializing in whole
grains, fresh vegetables, elegant beans and luscious
b sauces. Call Vivian for class schedules.

FITNESS

l NIA Technique & Callanetics Exercises
Emory Area + Kris Cangelosi Dance Froject
Sandy Bramiett  404/303-8001

| Tue./Thurs. 6 & 7:15 pm, Sat. 9 & 10:15 am (ongo- §

f ing). Mindful Movement for All Ages and Fitness
i levels. Increase strength, flexibility, balance, and
N stamina while you improve mental focus and

B reduce stress. No jumping or jarring movements.
i On-going adul classes.

f| Jazzercise

# 1.800-FIT-IS-IT » www jazzercise.com

B Friendship, Fitness & Fun in two Decatur locations.
All classes include a warm-up, an aerobic dance
B segment followed by muscle toning and a final
g stretch/cool-down.

MASSAGE -

B Avondale Therapeutic Massage
108 N. Avondale Hd., Suite A
¥ Avondale Estates « 4047298-9777
f Massage is the tool for putting the system at ease.
j Office hours: Mon-Fri 6 pm-9m, Sat 9 am-9 pm,
[ Sun 3 pm-7 pm. Make your appointment for a full
§ body massage and receive $10 OFF your initial
| visit. Gift certificates available.

Laurie Findlay, CMT, NMT

Massage Therapy Center ~

1805 Clairmont Rd. (at Mason Mill Rd.)
404/318-0722

Therapeutic massage promotes relaxation and helps
relieve muscle tension and pain. Certified in
Swedish, neuromuscular therapy and pregnancy
massage. Gift centificates and senior discounts
available.

) Jill Dionne, C.M.T.
413 Charch St., Downtown Decatar
(Upstairs from Gardentopia) « 404378-1965
Therapeutic massage, aromatherapy and spa ser-
vices. Also on staff a1 the Wellness Center al
DeKalb Medical Center. Jil! also offers aromathera-

Py wutk.shops for groups. Call I'or an appointment.

PERSONAL FITNESS TRA.IN'ING

B Lisa Capehart Hulse

i 404/373-8854 * email: huhe@muﬂsprmg.com

§ Let me help you with your commitment to make

i exercise a part of the permanent lifestyle changes

® that will enhance your health and wellbeing.

f| Susic C. Davis

# 166 Ridgeland Ave. * Decatur, Ga 30030

P 404377-2832 + email: shapeitup® hotmail com

fl It's a new year so why not a new you!'Personal

8l troining in your home or mine. Make your commit-
ment today. Call Now! Special rates available. |

j Callanetics Exercises for Seniors

f Life Enrichment Services « Mack Love Ctr.

§ 1340 McConnell Drive

E Decatur, GA 30033 + 404/321-6960
Fight osteoporosis, improve posture, strengthen

§ muscles, improve range of motion, release tension.
Non-impact exercises for beginners and all levels.

YOGA/FITNESS

k Ann Ritter
K 404/370-0839 « alyavery @mindspring.com
2 Kendalini Yoga for nourishing and strengthening
E the body, mind and spirit, Stretch, tone and reduce
it stress. Feel more balanced. Fall classes stanting in
E September in the Decatur area. Call for more

nforrnation.

Excerpts From GMA
Legislative Agenda For 2000
Legislative Platform

he Georgia Municipal Association
{GMA} is the only state organization
that represents municipal govem-
ments in Georgia. A \;olumary non-profit
organization based in Atlanta, GMA pro-
vides legislative advocacy, educational
cmploybc benefit and technical consulting
services to its members. )
Created in 1934, GMA's membership
totals more than 470 municipal govern-
ments, accounting for more than 99% of the

state’s population. Composed entirely of
city officials, the 56-member Board of )

Directors governs GMA. Program imple-
mentation is charged to the Executive
Director and 62 full-time employees.

MAJOR LEGISLATIVE
PRIORITIES

Annexation & Cross
Country Annexation
« The issue of annexation, including the
issue of zoning newly annexed property,
has been under review by the joint GMA-
ACCG Task Force on Annexation.
Legislative recommendations, if complete,

from this task force will be presented to the -

IGR Committee,
« GMA opposes any restriction on the abil-

ity of a city to grow through annexation -

across a county line.

Special Purpose Local Option
Sales Tax & Homestead
Option Sales Tax
* As a matter of policy, GMA believes
municipalities should have the same status
and rights in the special purpose local
option sales tax (SPLOST) legislation as
they have in the general purpose local

option sales tax ( LOST) legistation.

+« GMA will oppose legislation amending
the homestead option sales tax (HOST) law
which would authorize a county to call for
voter approval of a HOST if it had either a
LOST or SPLOST.

Restriction On
Municipal Powers
+ GMA opposes any legislation which
restricts the authority of municipalities to
provide services which may also be provid-
ed by the private sector or which requires

Learn to cook the
‘ 8 foods that are good
z ‘ Jfor you - naturaliy!

A three-part vegetarian
series specializing in
whole grains, fresh
vegtables, elegant beans,
and luscious sauces.

Dnstrueror Vivian Gold s s graduate
ot the School of Natural Coukery,
For mute information sml i:,\\

schedules cadl 904.633.5662

non-cost based fee increases for municipal

services when similar services are also avail-’

able from the private sector.

Utility Deregulation, Franchise
Fees, Management Of Public
Rights-Of-Way
* GMA opposes legislation which attempts
to weaken the authority of Georgia’s munic-

ipalities to regulate the use of their public .

rights-of-way, to collect franchise fees for
such use, or to reduce the amount of revenue

* cities currently receive from the imposition

of franchise fees.

MAJOR BUDGET
PRIORITIES

Recreation &
Conservation Funding -
* GMA Supports the creation of a stable
funding source for grants and low-interest

loans for open space protection and acquisi-

tion and development of park areas and
recreation facilities.

* GMA supports a minimum funding of $20
million for the Georgia Environmentat
Factliities Authorily waler and wastewater
loan program.

+ GMA supporis the EPD's request for addi-
tional appropriations to adequately staff its
operations.

Public Safety Officer
Training Funding
» GMA supports improving public safety
officer training and state funding for local
public safety training. ‘
* GMA supports continuation of state fund-
ing for public safety officer training and
additional funding for one week basic man-
date training for local peace officers.

ENVIRONMENT &
NATURAL RESOURCES

Water Resource Policy

+* GMA supports equitable access by ali
Georgians to a reliable supply of good qual-
ity water, and supports legislation that
would:
+ Develop a comprehensive and clearly stat-
ed water strategy based on sound data;
» Refine the state water allocation process;
= Develop and enhance multi-jurisdictional
waler management perspective and capacity;
« Coordinate water resource. management
and. protection with land use planning and

T T T ———
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management.

Citizen Lawsuits
+ GMA opposes legislation which would
authorize private citizens (o initiate lawsuits
to enforce compliance with state environ-
mental statutes.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL
RELATIONS

Service Delivery Strategy
» GMA urges cities and counties to act in
good faith to resolve their difference and
enter into a service delivery sirategy agree-
ment prior to the October 29, 1999 deadline
if lli_cy have not already done so.

Immunity
* GMA pledges to- work closely with the
legislature to review and consider HB 1076
which would extend the State Tort Claims
Act to cilies.

MUNICIPAL
OPERATIONS

Homeowner
Warranty Insurance
= GMA supports legislation which would
give cities the option to require residential
homebuilders to offer home warranty insur-

" ance to the owner of a home.

Code Enforcement Boards

* GMA supports legislation that allows
cities and counties to create code enforce-
ment boards which would be delegated the
authority to impose administrative fines and
other non-criminal penalties to enforce the
codes and ordinances of a municipality or
county. -

PUBLIC SAFETY

Juvenile Curfews
« GMA supports legislation recognizing and
enforcing local government juvenile curfews
within the juvenile court system.

Drug Interdiction Standards
* GMA supports law enforcement training
and policies addressing Jegal, race-neutral
standards for drug interdiction activity.

REVENUE & FINANCE

Insurance Premiums Taxation

~ [Just
Flqors Ihc.

Ceramic - Vinyl - Wood
Wood Refinishing
Laminate Floors

3215-7570

2064 Eriarcliff Road
Suite 101
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* If necessary 1o protect municipal rev-
enue, GMA will oppose any legislation
seeking to reduce municipal insurance
premiums tax rates.

Sales Tax Administration
& Exemptions

* GMA will monitor the Department of
Revenue's modernization effort to ensure
that the local option sales taxes are prop-
erly collected and remitted in a timely
manner to local governments. GMA will
oppose exemptions and support non-dis-
criminatory application of the sales tax to
maximize property tax relief.

Sales Ratlo Studies -
Municipal Tax Digest
* GMA will explore the feasibility of
expanding the Department of Audit’s
authority to enable the Department to
conduct sales ratio studies for municipali-
ties with independent school systems
upon the request of the municipal govern-
ing body.

Split-Rate Taxation
* GMA will continue to examine the ben-
efits and costs of authorizing local gov-
ernments Lo use split-rate taxation or land
value taxation as a means to promote effi-
cient use of urban land.

Financial Reporting

* To ensure the implementation of HB
491 (Uniform Chart of Accounts), GMA
will take the following actions concerning
state financial reporting requirements;

* Encourage the state to perform-a
statewide asset valuation of infrastructure
as required by GASB Statement #34
{Governmental Accounting Standards
Board requirement;
* Pursue legislation, if needed, to allow
DCA flexibility in delaying implementa-
lion of the uniform chart of accounts to
assure conformity with GASB Statement
#34;
* Support development of a uniform chart
of accounts for activities commonly
accounted for in proprietary funds such as
utilities, transportation and airports; and
* Continue to inform GMA's membership
of deadlines concerning the Uniform
Chart of Accounts and seek guidance and
clarification from DCA on issues such as
“crosswalking",

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

Outdoér Advertising
Billboard Height Restrictions

T
o

9)
o+
0

&
g)
o+
0

i Weddings, Corporate Lunches, Full
. Service Events & All Occasions.
*Daily-Deli & Grill
Walk-ins Are Welcome

A 1T o g e

Open: Mon-Fri 7am-3pm’

(404)377-2199
186 D Rio Circle Decatur

e A PR
A A A e

"

% (adjacent to DeKalb Farmer's Market, &
N off larcdoDr)

‘%Mv e ;f"m,._ua@ P

Decatur Mayor pro tem
Andrew Harris is president of
the Georgia Municipal
Association,

* GMA urges the Georgia Department

of Transportation to reinstate maxi-
mum height restrictions on billboards
used for ouldoor advertising.

OTHER BUDGET
RECOMMENDATIONS

Groundwater Studies
+ GMA supports continued fund-
ing for multi-year groundwater
research to develop scientifi-
cally based policies to provide
for effective management of
the problems in the Flint
River Basin, Lake
Seminole and the
coastal Georgia,

FY 2000 & 2001
Budget Requests For State
& Local Roads
* GMA urges the Governor and General
Assembly to support funding requested by
the department in the FY 2000 & 2001

budgets for the following programs:
* Governor’s Road Improvement Program

. (GRIP) - $225 million (general funds)

* LARP - $38.6 million (general funds)
*+ City-County Contracts - $30.6 million

(5% of $605 million motor fuel tax col-

lections)

FY 2000 & 2001 Budget
Request For Commuter
& Passenger Rail

GMA endorses the Department’s FY 2000
budget improvement request for $1.3 mil-
lion and FY 2001 budget request for $26
million for state matching funds to initiate
planning and analysis in the Atlanta-
Chattancoga, Atlanta-Athens, Atlanta-
Griffin-Macon-Houston County and
Marietta-Lawrenceville rail corridors, rail
line acquisition in Macon and the multi-
modal station and downtown capacity
analysis in Atlanta. The Association also
supports the Department’s FY 2001 bud-
get request of $7.3 million for rail acqui-
sition and rehabilitation.

FY 2001 Budget Request
For Airport improvements
* GMA supports the Department’s FY

2001 budget request for $29.3 million for
the airport aid program.

FEDERAL ISSUES

Limits On Asset Forfeiture
* GMA is concerned that efforts to reform
federal asset forfeiture statutes not
impede the ability of local law enforce-
ment 1o cut off access to cash and proper-
ty for drug traffickers and othef criminals,

Electronic Commerce

(the Internet) & Mail

Order Catalog Sales
* GMA opposes any action by Congress
to resolve the electronic commerce and
mail order sales issues until the Federal
Electronic Commerce Advisory
Commission has completed its delibera-
tions. The Association opposes enact-
ment of any legislation that unfairly dis-
criminates against local merchants in
favor of electronic commerce or mail
order sales.

With regard to mail order sales, all
vendors should be required to collect state
and local sales taxes and remit these pro-
ceeds through the states to local govern-
ments. GMA supporis the formation of a
slatewide ‘commission which includes
local governsment and main street business
leaders to evaluate the impact of remote

sales and make recommendations regard- -

ing Georgia’s sales tax laws.

Wite Selection of loports & Microbrews
e

1 9 Beers on Draft

3 2t o e e

404/378-0504
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“Remodeler:of the Year”

has provided the

highest level of service
and construction
to Atlanta’s-most
discerning clients

for'the past 35 years.

Wed., Fri. & Sat
8:30 am-8 pm
Tues & Thurs
8:30 am-8 pm

Closed Sun & Mon

Finders
Keepers

Avondale's Neariy-New,
COne-Stop Consignment Shop

“Style has nothing to do with money.

Anybody can do it with money. The
trueantistodotona shoes_tn'ng.'

Tom Hogan, Simpée Abundance
84 North Avondale Road

Avondale Estates
1 Mile from DeKalb Farmers tharket

404/296-0285
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BAPTIST

First Baptist Church

47 Covington Rd. Avondale Estates, BA 30002
404/294-5284

Sunday: Bible study for all ages 9:30 am.
Moming Wership 11:00 a.m. Wednesday: Bible
study for all ages 6:30 p.m. Thursday: Senior
adult activities $:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

QOakhurst Baptist Church
222 East Lake Dr., Decatur

Lanny Peters, Pastor

404/378-3677 :

“Every member a minister”

Sunday Church School 9:30 am
Sunday Worship [1:00 am
Celebrating our diversity in one spirit.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

First Church of Christ,

Scientist, Decatur

446 Clairemont Ave., Decatur

Phone & Fax: 404/373-8383

All are welcome. Sunday service and Sunday
school 10:00 a.m. Wednesday cvening testimo-
ny meeting 7:30 p.m. Child care is provided
during both services,

Website: hrip./fwww. houseofworship.com.web-
master@hows.net.

LUTHERAN

Lutheran Church of the Messiah
465 Clairemont Ave., Decatur
404/373-1682 '

Come join us for prayer, praise and promise.
Sundays at 8:30 am & |} am.

All ages Leamning Hour 9:45 am.

Spirit Driven — People Puwered.

METHODIST

Avondale Pattillo United
Methodist Church

3260 Covington Highway

- 4047294-4063

¢ Rev. John Barnes, Pastor

Worship |tam; Sun. School 9:45 am

Youth Fellowship 5:30 pm

Avondale Christian School, grades 4,5,6,7,8 in
Avondale Estates.

Belvedere United Methodist Church
2915 Midway Rd., Decatur 30030
404/289-5787

J.B. McNeil, Pastor

Worship 11:00 am;

Sunday School 9:45 - 10:45 am

Wednesday Night Supper 6:00 pm

An open spiritual community seeking 1o serve.

Decatur First United
Methodist Church .

300 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Decatur
404/378-4541

Dr. Thomas A. Green; Pastor

Worship Services 8:45 am and 11:00 am
Sunday School 9:45 am

Trinity United Methodist Church
265 Washington Ave., S.W., Atlanta
404/659-6236

Peace and justice focused . . . Intentional
ministry to the homeless . . . Working to be
inclusive of all .

Reconciling congregation . . .

Casyal dress . . . A unique community. Sunday
worship 10: 45 a.m. - Sunday school 9:30 am.

PRESBYTERIAN

Central Presbyterian Church

201 Washington Street, Atlanta; 404-659-0274
Church School 9:45am; Worship 11:00am;
Youth Gatherings 5:00pm

Juin our community to worship, serve

& be nurtured by God in central Atlanta.
www.centratpresbyterianatl.org

Clairmont Presbyterian Church
1994 Clairmont Rd. 404-634-3355 .
Sunday School 9:30am; Worship 8:30am & 1lam’
“Discovering Real Life Together”
www.clairmontpres.org

Columbia Presbyterian
711 8. Columbia Dr., Decatur
404/284-244]. ) .
Sunday School 9:45 am.; Worship.11:00-a.m.
“Christ * Compassion * Community » Childrén”
Bill Nisbet and Tim Rogers-Martin, Ministers

Decatur Presbyterian Church
205 Sycamore St, Decatur - -
404/378-1777

Sunday school 9 a.m.

Sunday worship 10:15 a.m.

Sunday chapel service 6;30 p.m.
Sunday youth meeting 6:00 p.m.

Morningside Presbyterian. Church
i411 N. Momingside Dr., Atlanta
404/876-7396 -

Good seats stil} available. Sundays at t1:00 am :
Website: hitp://momingsidepc.home.
mindspring.com

Oakhurst Presbyterian Church
118 Second Ave., Decatur 30030
404/378-6284

Waorship 11:00 am, Sunday Schooi 10:00 am
Multi-racial, jesus-centered, Biblically-based,
Forward-thinking

UCCICOHGHEGATIONA_L .

Central Congregational United
Church of Christ

2676 Clairmont Rd., N.E., Atlanta
404/633-4505

Sunday Worship 9:00 & 11:00 am, Sunday
Schaol for all ages 10:00 am. People of diverse
backgrounds commitied to personal faith and
social responsibility.

NITARIA
UHIVER ALIST

The Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Atlanta
A liberal and diverse congregation
t91t CHff Valley Way, NE
404/634-5134

Worship 10 a.m. {(child care available) ¢
Church School 9:30 am (child care available)
e-mail: jmackey @bellsouth.net

web: http/www.uuca.org
R

by Jane Zanca

m sleepy hamlets to urban scapes,
FT)]eKalb County has it all. The
Community Review recently spoke. to
represenatives from some of DeKalbCounty’s

municipalities about their plans for 2000.
Here’s what they had to say:

Decatur

Decatur won't miss a bustling beat in the new
millennium. The city’s Strategic Plan will con-
tinue to unfold, according to City Manager
Peggy Merriss. The community’s debate over
the old Scottish Rite Hospital in South Decatur

‘resulted in a three-phase plan. Certain to begin
. in 2000 is renovation of the historic hospital.
"~ Phases 2 and 3, housing for people with spinal

injuries and fee-simple town homes, respec-
tively, will continue to be negotiated. '
Thanks to homestead option sales pro-
ceeds, Decatur’s modem courthouse will gain
an addition that is twice the size of the existing
courthouse, but no new parking spaces, The
City will address details of how the addition

dovetails with the rest of the Strategic Plan, its -

hopes for a facelift to the modem courthouse
facade, and what to do about the inevitable
parking crunch.

Residents can expect a storm water fee
assessment of approximately $60 per single-
family houschold, to manage runoff. The City
Commission, which Merriss describes as
“committed to reducing taxes whenever possi-
ble,” will consider tax questions in March.
With Decatur’s poputation growing at about

3% annually, attractive commercial redevelop-

ment, completion of additional public improve-
ments in Streetscapes phases 2 and 3, and a
$2.5 million grant in hand for public improve-
ments, property values are expected to continue
togo up, she says.

Avondale Estates

At the top of Avondale Estates’ millennium

agenda is review and update of Avondale's cen-
tral business district zoning ordinances, which

EIS000815
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ations, Avondale remains a small, geographi-
cally contained area. Will ‘Avondale anncy
again? That’s a possibility, concedes the mayor,
“although we have no particular area in mind.”

“We have a substantial proportion of
senior citizens,” he continued, “but also an
influx of families with children, due to the
annexations.” Children will be an important
focus in the coming year. “Theré’s money in
the budget for a summer recreation progran,
and we’ll continue city-sponsored efforts in
public and private, primary and secondary
schooling.” '

Like Decatur, Avondale has some
Streetscapes projects in progress, and the sec-
ond phase of these will be completed in 2000,
Avondale has qualified for a substantial gran to
help fund this project.

Early in the new year, the city will finalize
expansion of its city hall. Undeveloped space
on the second floor will be finished to house the
police department, historic memorabilia, and a
conference room. Residents can look forward
to increasingly attractive surroundings, as
improvements are completed under the
Strategic Plan. “We pay a tremendous amount
of aftention to our infrastructure. That's what
our residents are interested in,” Mayor Lawson
said.

Pine Lake

The tiny city of more than 800 citizens expects

date to the 1970s, said Mayor John Lawson. -

However, the mayor doesn't anticipate dramat-
ic or jarring changes. For one thing, he noted,
“We just don’t have a lot of residential lots.”

~ Development will be considered carefully,
he said, as occurred in November, when
Avondale approved a 12-unit town home devel-

. opment for the trangular plot of ground at

Kensington and Covington Highway.
Despite growth through two recent annex-

a boost from the year 2000 census, which
shouid show the population is up to 830. Pine
Lake is also hoping for a fresh start in 2000,
after a run of bad publicity in 1999.

*Major [Alfred] Fowler is really dedicated
1o a new and kinder image,” said City Cletk
Mavis Crossley. *He's trying to get the city in
better shape.” Crossley anticipales some
restructuring, to focus on reinterpretation of
how laws should be applied to meet the citi-
zéns’ wants and needs.

The census isn’t all that's going up in Pine
Lake. The public property upkeep tax of $25
per household is doubling. This fund is the sole
saurce of support for maintenance of the city’s
private park, Crossley explaied.

Also going up is the sanitation tax, which,
at $170 per year, will stilt be $18 less than the
remainder of DeKalb County residents pay.
This increase reflects increased service that will
accommodate all trash pick-ups, including, for
example, discarded appliances, but not debris
from new construction and renovations. An
increase in the city ad valorem tax is expected,
but the amount has not yet been deterrhined,
according to Crossley.

Dr. Will Willimon, Dean of the™
Chapel at Duke University, will
'be preaching at Avondale Pattillo
UMC Sunday, January 9 at
the 11:00 service. Everyone

. 3260 Covington Highway * Avondale Estates

{across from the Kensington Marta Station)

is invited. -.

404-294-4063

 Play-a-lot! Wag-a-lot! Sieep-a-iot!_

Doggie Day Care, Boarding & Bath™
© 404.292.3377

Training & Behavior Modification Begins Jan. 271 Call for details.
: 199-1ake Street, Avondale Estates

Y
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e following is the legisiative agenda
fur the Coalition Advocates for
Georgia's Elderly. CO-AGE includes

more than 250 organizations and individuals

including consumers, providers and persons
across the state who are interested in issues
that impact the senior population.

Abuse Of Vulnerable Adulis

What This Legislation Would Do:

* Clearly establish that abusive acts against
vulnerable adults constitute crimes;

* Strengthen criminal penalties in theft cases
against perpetrators who violate their posi-
tion of trust with vulnerable adult victims;

« Accommodate the special circumstances of
adult abuse victims in the presentation of
evidence of abuse;

* Raisc awareness of law enforcement offy-
cers, courts, care providers, other profes-
sionals, consumers, and relatives about
abuse of vulnerable adults.

Assisted Living
Senate Bill 13 and House Bill 758

‘What This Legislation Would. Do:

+ Change the term personal care homes to
Assisted Living Facilities;

* Create a second level of care known as
Assisted Living Level I1 that permits limited
nursing assistance for residents;

+ Authorize licensing and regulatory over-
sight for Assisted Living Level II;

* Reduce the number of people who are
placed in a facility providing a level of care
higher than is necessary because appropriate
options are not available,

Consumer Centered
Long-Term Care System
= S.B. 144

What This Legislation Would Do:

« Reduce the number of people premature-
ly placed in nursing homes because of
consumers’ ‘lack of knowledge of other
LTC services;

* Provide intake, screening, and education
for people, regardless of income, who are
seeking LTC services. Consumers would
then choose their services;

+ Provide uniform tools, assessment criteria,
and information about all available services;
* Phase-in the implementation and budget-
ing of the consumer centered LTC system
over several years;

* Implement data collection and outcome

- Fra

Printing « Digital Imaging

slative Agenda «-For Semors

measurements to evaluate the stalcs ,L’I'C
services.

Coalition Of Advocates For _
Georgla's Elderly {CO-AGE)

Funding for home &c ommunity services
Georgia citizens have continued to advocate
for expansion of programs and services to
help frail older adults and people with dis-
abilities to remain independent and in their
own homes 1o the extent possible.

Supported Department Budget Requcsts for
FY 2001:

* $4.19 million for CCSP as requested by the
Department of Human Resources (DHR);

+ $1.07 million for CCSP as requested by the
Department of Community Health;

= $3.8 million for Non-Medicaid HCBS as
requested by DHR.

Budgetary information provided by Georgia
DHR and DMA.

Minimum Standards For
Nursing Facility Staffing

What This Budget Item Would Do:

+ Establish standards for nursing facilities
regarding the minimum numbers of (1)
direct care staff by shift; (2) licensed nurses
providing direct care; and (3) -direct care
staff at meals;

* Increase the minimum number of direct
nursing care hours for each resident daily;

* Implement a Joint House and Senate Study
Committee on Long-Term Care Health Care
Workers to examine the staffing crisis in the
long-term care system as 2 whole and make
recommendations on actions to improve
staffing throughout the continuum of long-
term care.

Funding For Long Term Care
Ombudsman Program

What This Budget Item Would Do:

« Match funds to the rate of growth in the
number of personal care homes in Georgia;

* Increase Ombudsmen staffing hours and
provide sufficient travel funds;

* Enable community Long Term Care
Ombudsman programs to make quarterly
visits to personal care homes and provide res-
idents more timely responses to complaints;
* Provide the community with information
about long term care issues and increase edu-
cation to long term care residents  and staff
regarding residents’ rights.

ins

Copying

215 Clairemont Ave
Decatur, Georgia

404.377.0988
Fax 404.373.4508

Farmily Cwned and Operated - Since 1984

If it can be printed or copied, we can do it Jor you!

Full Color Printing « Color Copies « High-Speed Copies
'Offset Printing « Carbonless Forms » Newsletters » Stationery
Workbooks & Manuals  Brochures * Most Anything -

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

215 Clairemont Ave.
Corner of Clairemont Ave. and Commerce Dr.

404.377.0988

by Cris Lake

city charter “should stand the test of
time,” according to Decatur City
anager Peggy Merriss. But the docu-

ment that provides the foundation for Decatur
city govenment is showing its age. Variously
amended to keep in compliance with Georgia
laws and the evolving nature of city operations,
the Charter has become unwieldy and difficult to
interpret.  Later this month, Decatur City
Commissioners will have the opportunity to
approve a revised Charter to help guide the City
in the new miltennium.

. Memiss emphasized that the Charter has
been recodified, not rewritten. City officials
sought better organization and coherency in the
document and wanted to eliminate allusions to
obsolete city functions, she said. For examplc,
the current Charter, which was written before
DeKalb County took over Decatur’s water and
animal licensing services, refers to a city water
department and dog tax. “There's also a section
that authorizes the mayer and city commission-
ers to regulate the installation of water closets,”
she said.

The process to update the Charter started
two years ago when a committee of city and
schooi officials began looking at sections deal-
ing specifically with school issues. That com-
mittee recommended expanding the school
board's power over schoo! taxes and school

Pam & her kids THEN

JENNY PRUITT
assckins

rEgALIVRS

20 YEARS
OF
'SUCCESS

Phoenix Award * Life Member Million Dollar Club
Home: (404)378-0222¢ Direct Line: (404)851-0732 * Pager: (404)690-8748

“property, significantly changing the structure of

authority outlined in the existing Charter. Those
changes were adopted as amendments iast year.
Also in 1999, the City hired Municipal

" Code, a Florida firm specializing in improving

the readability of government documents, to
update other parts of the City Charter. Decatur
used the firm's services before when it revised
its ordinance code in 1995. The firm deleted 28
portions of the existing Charter and reorganized
the rest, a job that took several months and cost
the City about $5000.

At a public hearing held December 20,
Decatur resident Paul Jones remarked on the
new Charter’s improved “clarity, consistency
and continuity,” but also pointed out instances of
gender-dominant language, the omissign of
College Heights from the list of city schools, and
disparities in the qualifications for city commis-
sioners and schoo! board candidates.

Tom Keating, who served on the Education
Charter Review Committee, commended having
the Charter cleared of its “underbrush,” but

- spoke against some of the recent recommenda-

tions of his own committee. Last month, the
committee proposed dropping a provision in the
Charter that required the school system to pre-
pare annual reports to the City. Most committee
members felt that the requirement was redun-
dant in view of yearly Department of Education
audits that are available to the public.

Keating argued to keep the requirement in
tact, however, as a demonstration of the school
board’s “openness” 1o the pubtic. And he urged
further discussion on board members’ compen-
sation and possible student representation, and
for Charter provisions that promoted “inclusion,
openness and willingness to debate.”

An ideal document, said Keating, was not a
“skeleton framework of guidelines,” but one
which “reflected citizens’ choices in how the
city should govemn itself and provided vision for
the future.”

But -Merriss said that city officials’ inten-
tions were different. ““We were grateful for com-
ments we received about the lack of gender-neu-
tral tanguage and technical omissions,” she said.
“Our goal was 1o make the Charter an opera-
tional and understandable document. Once it's
approved, then we can look at policy issues.”

If the historical pattem of Charter revisions
since the 1920's is a reliable indicator, substantive
changes may be deferred until the next genera-
tion. The Charter underwent major revisions in
the 1950's and ‘again in the 1970°s. Memiss pre-
dicted that the latest version will be approved by
City Commissioners and that its adoption would
be the only item on the City's agenda for State
legislators in the upcoming General Assembly.

The next work session for Cily
Commissioners that includes the Charter as an
item for discussion is scheduled on January 18

. and is open to the public. Interested citizens may
- review or check out copies of the new Charter at

City Hall.

- Pam & her kids NOW!

)
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

New Vision And New Approach
Needed For Managment
Of Nuclear Energy

Glenn Carroll is right; Americans will make
the ultimate decisions on use of nuclear tech-
nology {Letters, December 2). Well-informed
Americans witl make the best decisions. Nobel
Laureate Glenn Seaborg understood the mes-
sage of Albert Einstein, “To the village square
we must carry the facts about atomic ener-
gy...”

When he was appointed Chairman of the
US Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) by
President John Kennedy in 1961, Dr. Seaborg

" began an important program to provide full

and accurate information to Americans about
nuclear technology. Information was provided
about its benefits, its dangers and how they
were safeguarded, releases of radioactivity to
the environment, and any accidents. This pro-
gram was continued by AEC Chairman James
Schlesinger and strengthened by Chairman
Dixy Lee Ray. If the Energy Research and
Development Administration (ERDA) and the
Department of Energy (DOE) had continued
this program, Amencans would know that:
Nuclear power plants do not release pol-
lutants or greenhouse gases to the atmosphere.
Therefore, increased use of nuclear power may
be the best way to have a clean atmosphere and

Décatur’s Future: Growth For The

because 1 liked the town's human diversity,

he architecture of the older homes and the
sense of community here. 1 considered moving
to a number of metro Atlanta neighborhoods
with attractive older homes, but I was drawn in
particular to a unigue “hometown” spirit that sets
Decatur apart from other areas. I made a deliber-
ate choice to settle here and getl involved in
Decatur’s special community life,

And I do mean special. Visit any city.event
on the Square, and you will witness a diverse
group of people enjoying one another's compa-
ny. People not just of different races, but of dif-
ferent ages, incomes, sexual orientations, reli-
gions and political leanings come together in a
true, vibrant comrnunity. T

Part of that vibrancy is Decatur’s
dynamism in recent years. Cur town is changing
rapidly, as is all of metro Atlanta People are buy-
ing up, developing and redeveloping intown
property so fast that most urban planners and city
officials are struggling to keep up. Population
projections indicate that in just 25 years, Atlanta
will be roughly equal to the New York City of
today. ) .
South Decatur offers a classic example of
how redevelopment and gentrification are rapid-
ly changing the look and flavor of our commu-
nity. While some of this change is a naturat by-
product of people moving back into the city from
the suburbs, driven to escape the misery of ever-
longer commuies, many people are working
hard to bring a more revitalized economy to the
Oakhurst business district. The renewal of south
Decatur is no longer questionable; it is a question
of time.

Ibought my home in Decatur three years ago

Affordahle Living For

A Diverse Community
Decatur is changing, yes—but how do we ensure
change for the common good, across the racial
and economic spectrum? We have littie time to
contemplate what our city will be like in 25
years—or even five or ten. While we have so
much to be thankful for, it is also a time 1 be
thoughtful, lest we nisk losing all that makes
Decatur special. If we do not plan carefully, we
will simply be swallowed up by the growth of
Atlanta. :

In the Decatur Roundtable discussions of

1998 and 1999, maintaining economic and racial
diversity consistently emerged as a chief concem
about our town's future. -

Closely tied to that concem are the issues of

Guest Editorial
by Robert Soens

affordable housing, transportation, and good
planning. We must ensure that a diversity of peo-
ple would not only want to live here, but can
afford to live here. We should bé working today
to make sure we have housing affordable to peo-
ple of various income levels and ages.

And in order for a variety of people to live
here, they need affordable and safe means of
transportation to and from work. Transportation
issues will be determined on a regional basis,
and Decatur must be open and willing to partic-
ipate in the decision-making with a strong voice.

There is much talk about “smart growth”
both in the metro area and state-wide, and the
issues are numercus and complex. Georgia is
lucky to have in Roy Bames a govemor who
takes them seriously. We are also fortunate that
Michael Dobbins, Adanta’s Commissioner of
the Department of Planning, Development and
Neighborhood Conservation, is committed to
creating a city that will be healthy and diverse in
the future,

Ouwr Lahors Of Love

Decatur’s current prosperity is no accident,
It is the result of years of a special labor of love,
of many hard-working people too numerous to
name individually here. Chances are you know
some of them. They sit on the city commission;
volunteer ~ on various Decatur Business
Association committegs, organizing such events
as the Decatur Beach Party and the Concerts on
the Square; they organized the Decatur
Roundiables; sit on various boards like the
Downtown Development Authority; volunteer
in their local church, school PTO or civic orga-
nizations like Rotary; or have risked their life
savings o start one of the many small business-
es that give us so much of our small-town feel.
We can also be thankful for past and present

Common Good

members of the City staff for their wise decisions
and hard work. Far too few of these people ever
get recognized as Hometown Heroes.

Many of those same individuals were
invelved in Decatur's strategic planning initia-
tive over a decade ago that cleared the way for
the quality of life we now enjoy. A new planning
endeavor is now beginning, and there are many
ways everyone can be involved in maintaining -
and enriching the community we value. The
Growth and Development Action Team and the
Strategic Planning Actionr Team, both cutgrowths
of the Decatur Roundtable discussions, are seek-
ing input from Decatur’s citizenry, as will sirate-
gic planning focus groups.

Please consider getting involved (see below
for contact information). We will need the con- -
tinued dedication of many people (0 maintain
our unigueness. Just as the Decatur of today is no
accident, we cannot allow the future 1o be one,
either. -

Get involved

Contact Lyn Menne, Executive Director,
Decatur Downtown Development Authority, at
404-371-8386 to join either the Growth and
Development Action Team or the Strategic
Planning Action Team, or to be a part of a focus
group leading to a new. strategic plan for
Decarur.

Robert Soens is a member of the Growth and
Development and Strategic Planning Action
Teams, president of the Community Center of
South Decatur and chairman of the Scottish Rite
Hospital Development Team and a resident of
Decatur,

Correction: In our Dec. 16 issue, Robert
Soens was misquoted in the article South
Decatur Keeps on Growing. The sentence
read: *While all of these new ideas and plans
are spurring renewed excitement about
South Decatur, Soens remains cautiously

. optimistic about the future of the burgeoning

litle area.” Soens reports that he is very
optimistic about the growth of businesses in
south Decatur, However, he does feel that
the rapidly changing economic climate of
the area lends iself to gemﬁﬁcation, some-
thing he feels should be approached with
caution and care.

reduce levels of greenhouse gases lo prevent
catastrophic climatic changes.

Nuclear power plant operation and its
associated fuel cycle provide the basis for
international safeguards for nuclear. materials.
Thercfore, well safeguarded nuclear power is
not a proliferation threat, but the best solution
1o challenges of nuclear weapons prolifera-
tion.

Nuclear technology is essential for best
medical diagnosis and treatment, exploration
of deep space, many industrial applications
that are important to the health and well being
of humankind and other life forms, and
research for a better future,

Unfortunately, the program for providing
full and accurate information to Americans
was canceled when AEC programs were
transferred to the ERDA and later the DOE.
As a consequence many Americans and their
political leaders are misinformed about
nuclear lechnology. Dr. Seaborg also under-

stood that the greatest potential danger of

nuclear technology was from weapons mater-
ial in the wrong hands being used as a nuclear
explosive. Accordingly, he ordered a cutback
in production of highly enriched uranium
(HEU) and plutoniurn for weapons programs,
and disposal of excess materials by their
destruction through beneficial use. HEU was

converted te low enriched uranium and used
as fuel in commercial nuclear power plants.

More than any person that | have keown,
Gienn Seaborg understood that nuctear dan-
gers exist because nuclear materials and
nuclear technology éxist. Their use for the
benefit of humankind, well managed and with
best international safeguards, is the best and
only assurance that they will not be used for
catastrophic destruction. He had particular
concern about the excess weapons plutotium
in cconomicaily challenged Russia falling
into the hands of terrorists and being used for
catastrophic destruction, and understood the
need for parity in the destruction of both US
and Russian excess plutonium through its use
as mixed oxide fuel in commercial nuclear
power plants.

As a chemist, Dr. Seaborg knew that
processes to plutonium would not provide
meaningful protection against its misuse, He
would also agree with Carrell that the US
should focus on appropriate long-term solu-
tions for disposition of nuclear waste and
spent nuclear fuels. .

Hopefully the US will soon adopt a new
vision and a new approach for uses of nuclear
technology that will include: quality manage-
ment for all nuclear activities; full and accu-
rate information to Americans about all

aspects of nuclear technology ; cooperation
among nations to ensure best safety and safe-
guards for nuclear materials and technology

.comparable to that for nuclear power plant

operation by INPO and WANO; and resump-
tion by the US of its appropriate role as a’
leader in the use and best safeguards for
nuclear materials and technology.

Clinton Bastin

Exclusive Parties Shouldn’t
Be A Part of Public Space

1 am surprised that the City of Decatur rented
out the public Courthouse Square for private
parties. T thought that the celebration of the
New Year was to be a community event., [ was
shocked to witness such an exclusionary event
in this city that has tried very hard to be an
inclusive place to live. | saw a woman who has
been a very civic minded citizen of this com-
munity since before 1940, told that "No, this
tent is not the Greal Lakes Neighborhood tent,
you have to have paid $50 and have a button
on to come in here.” If you want to host a pri-
vate party, do it at home, or rent a party room
at the Decatur Holiday Inn, they need your
support. In my opinion il was so un-Decatur.
Lea Estes Jordan

uy
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are now largely run by corporations, some
owning thousands of homes around the coun-
try. Consumers — many of whom feel
bereaved of their money as well as their loved
one — complain that absentee corporate own-
ership makes it difficult 10 resolve discrepan-
cies in services provided and charges.

Even more treacherous for consumers is
*a la carte” billing for cemetery services, with
separate charges for each detail, even place-
ment of a grave marker. Under present law,
terms such as “perpetual care” are poorly
defined. “There’s no plan for the State to set
prices,” said Chris Riggall, press officer for the
Secretary of State, ** but we need more disclo-
sute.” Riggall noted that some in the industry
agree that changes are needed.

Grady Budget

For Georgia’s needy, just staying alive became
a greater challenge in 1999. The State House of
Representatives will take up where it left off on
HR 577 and HR 578, which urge Grady
Hospital and the Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority to continue programs for the needy,
despite the deplorable state of Grady's budget.
In anticipation of Grady's $26.4 million budget
shortfall, the Hospital Authority voted to
reduce services, cutting deeply into health-
care access for thousands. Reduced payments
to Morehouse and Emory Medical Schools
threaten efimination of as many as 30 physi-
cians from the hospital staff. HR 577 recom-
mends that the Fulton County Board of
Commissioners coordinate efforts with other
governmental authorities to alleviate the
problem,

Fingerprinting
For Public Assistance

Georgians who protested that fingerprinting for
dnivers® licenses would be just the beginning of
invasive identification methods will say “I told
you s0.” Senate bill 212 would amend the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Act
so that finger imaging (computerized finger-
printing) is required of applicants for assis-
tance, to prevent double-dipping and reduce
fraud.

The bill states that the fingerprint images
“shall not be accessed by any other agency or
used for any other purpose;” however, subse-
quent language opens the door to *‘compacts or
reciprocal agreements with the federal govern-
ment or any state, or any department or agency
of either the federal govemnment or any state,
for the purpose of implementing and carrying
out the provisions” relevant to identification
and fraud reduction. If the system is imple-
mented, refusal or failure to comply will result
in ineligibility for assistance.

Restrictions On
“Morning After” Pill

_ Still in the Georgia House of Representatives is

HB 428, which would amend the Family
Planning Services Act to prohibit certain
state and local agencies from providing
“contraceptives which have as a primary
medically recognized usage- the inducing
of spontancous abortion.” Although the
bill doesn’t specify RU-486, the “morming
after” pill is clearly the target. The U.S.
Feod and Drug Administration is expected
to approve the drug for use in the U.S. by
the end of 1999,

Go Ahead, Take Your
Vitamins

HB 749, the Complementary and
Alternative Health Care Freedom of
Access Act, speaks volumes for growing
consumer interest in naturalists, nutrition-
ists, herbalists. acupuncture, traditional
Chinese medicine, and other forms of
alternative health care. The bill establishes
the right of patients to choose, but requires
written, informed consent that specifies the
alternative practitioner’s philosophy, ser-
vices, credentials and experience, and risks
and benefits of procedures, methods, and

prescribed substances. The Act also out- -

lines the rights of patients to sue for harm
caused by such methods. -

Consumer-Centered
System For Long-Term Care .

Looking for long-term care in Georgia is
like looking for a needie in a haystack. SB
144 would update existing laws to create a
consumer-centered and single-point-of-
entry system 'to long-term care for the

aged, disabled persons, and people with -

mental health, mental retardation, or sub-

stance abuse’ problems. While the bill sup- -

ports family decisions regarding nursing
home or other placements, its focus is
facilitating care in the communily.

Drug Shipping & Prescribing

SB 239 would amend the Georgia

‘Pharmacy Act to set protocols for prescrip-

tions shipped to Georgia residents by mail
from out-of-state pharmacies; a practice
that is increasing as consumers seek lower
drug prices through health services and the
Imernet.  The bill would affect many
senior citizens, who are the heaviest users
of computers and the Intemnet.

HR 328 would require departments of
health and county boards of health to
obtain a medical history before providing
or administering controlled substances
(i.c., potentially addictive drugs) or dan-
gerous drugs to unmarried minors. This
common-sense procedure could be a hor-
nets’ nest for certain routine public health
services, depending on how the term “dan-
gerous” is interpreted and applied.

For example, some consumer groups
believe vaccines are “dangerous” and are
working to rescind mandated school-entry
vaccines. Forcing the Dept. of Health to

. take a history each time a vaccine is given

would be a huge burden.
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Come in & take advantage of
this special trial membership!

Lose up ,t

30 ibs for $199

Expires 1/15/2000 « Not valid with any other offer
* Must present coupon « Good on initial visit only

* 1 to 3 inches off your
waist & 7 to 12 Ibs of

fat loss yourfirst 10 days
-20t030{bsoffatioss.

in your first 6 weeks

°N0$tarvaﬁmdiets.
calorie counting,
pre-packaged food or
group therapy

* Personal Trainer

* Easy to follow nutritional
system complete with
grocery list -

« NuFit fat buming
supplement pack

* 30 minute fat buming
& muscle building

The Fitness Center for Weight Loss

Downtown Decatur 404.315.9563 Midtown
701 Church Street - 1375 Peachtree St
Decatur GA 30030 Aflanta GA 30309
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Central DeKalb Restaurant Guide

Ackee Pot 7 0

"3033 N. Decatur Rd.
Decatur » 404/299-7833

Avondale Pizza Cafe ©
70 North Avondale Rd.
Avondale Estates ».404/299-6922

Brick Store Pub ©

125 East Court Square
City of Decatur » 404/687-0990

Cafe Alsace o

121 East Ponce de Leon Ave. i
‘City of Decatur « 404/373-5622

Cafe Lily )

308 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
City of Decatur » 404/371-9119

Catalina’s Itallan Restaurant
2751 LaVista Rd. .
Decatur » 404/636-7765 6

Coyote’s Mexican Grill

114 East Trinity Place
City of Decatur » 404/687-3311 o

Crescent Moon

254 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
City of Decatur » 404/377-5623

Eddie’s Attic

515 North McDenough Street
City of Decatur » 404/377-4976
Evan’s Fine Foods  ©

2125 North Decatur Road
Decatur » 404/634-6294

Five Sisters Cafe D

2743-A Lavista Rd.
Decatur » 404/6:36-6060

Downtown
Decatur

ashiaal  Mrones

%_‘_@ - Beer & Wine
B N

Full Bar

Food Business

115 Sycamors Street
Decatur Square « 404/371-9121 @

Johnny’s New York Style Pizza
340-B Chuich Street

Decatur » 404/373-8511 @ LN

Le Giverny Santa Fe Cafe ®
1355 Clairmont Road 123 East Count Square

Decatur » 404/325-7252 & City of Decatur » 404/377-1399

Longhorn Steak House
At Toco Hill

Skips Hot Dogs T

48 North Avondale Road

2892 North Druid Hills Rd ® ]

Atlanta » 404/636-3817 Avondale Estates * 404/292-6703

Margie’s Pantry Sushi Avenue

653 E. Lake Dr. » Historic Oakhurst 308 West Ponce de Leon Avenue

Decatur » 404/377-36818 City of Decatur « 404/378-8448

L]

Mick’s Sweet Melissa’s = 2
127 East-Court Square

116 E. Ponce de Leon Ave. -

City of Decatur  404/373-7797 © City of Decatur - 404/370-1111

Mosaic o Trackside Tavern ]

308 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue ® 313 East College Avenue ¢ Decatur

C“y of Decatur » 404/373-9468 Comer of Agnes Scott = 404/378-0504

Twain’s Billards & Tap

Comer of Church St. & East Trinity
City of Decatur » 404/373-0063

Watershed

Park Bench at Emory &

1577 North Decatur Rd « Emory Village
Atlanta = 404/377-8888

P - Town o)

105 Clairemont Avenue 406 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue
Decatur » 404/377/7772 City of Decatur » 404/378-4900 B
Raging Burrito o Ya-Ya’s Cajun Cuisine

426 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue
City of Decatur » 404/373-9292

141 Sycamore Street .
Square In Decatur » 404/377-3311-
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‘he DeKalb  County Board of
Education recommends one priori-
ty with two subsections to the

DeKalb Legisiative Delegation. Revenue
restructuring is a critical issue which has

" implications for the financial solvency of

all school systems in Georgia. The
Board’s Priority One follows:

Governor's Education
Study Commission

The Governor and the General Assembly
are urged to strengthen the QBE funding
foundation to ensure that further shifting
of funds from the state to the local tax
base is not continued. This can be accom-
plished by mandating the local tax digest
be approved at the 40% of fair market
value only. The Local Fair Share (LFS)
amount which is increased over the previ-
ous year should be applied to the QBE
funding formula or other funding needs
(maintenance and operation, training and
experience, clerical, custodian and main-
tenance salary increases). This action is
necessary in order that LFS amounts
increased due to a 40% digest does not
reduce state funding. An inflation factor
should be applied to the base cost 1o pre-
vent further stress on the local tax digest.
State Increase in LFS:  $62,692,497
DeKalb Increase In LFS: $4,483,860
City of Decatur Increase: $196,016

Note: The local tax digest approved at
approximately 36% of fair market value
reduces revenue earned at 40% value by

one mill ($11,829,869),

-state

Subsection A:
Salaries And Benefits

The General Assembly is urged to sup-
port an increase in Maintenance and
Operations (M&Q) and state funding of
Social Security (or alternative benefits
programs) to compensate local costs
associated with a salary increase to the
minimum  salary  schedule.
Currently, the FY2000 costs to the
DeKalb local tax base for each 1%
increase in salary approximates $4.2 mil-
lion. An increase of 4.75% on the DeKalb
salary schedule eql':ates to 6% on the state
minimum salary schedule.

$44,160,000
$19,950,000

Annualization: over

DeKalb:
Subsection B: Capital Outlay

The General Assembly is urged to sup-
port the earning of the capital outlay enti-
tlements for regular and exceptional
growtﬁ at the $100 million level each. If
the regular and growth entitlements are
combined, then increase entitlement level
to $250 million. Georgia’s student popu-
lation is increasing by over 25,000 annu-
ally, and DeKalb County projects a
growth of over 1,500 students annually
over the next five years. This growth
reguires significant funding for construc-
tion projects to provide classrooms to

house growth and for projects to provide
safe and quality learning environments
through renovation and .retrofitting.
Whereas the projected proceeds from the
1% local option sales tax may partially
address existing construction needs, the
entitlement level for regular capital out—
lay needs to be significantly increased,
Each project compicted under the 1%
local option sales tax reduces a system’s
need and thus its entitlement earnings. It
is recommended that the 1% local option”
sales tax not be factored into entitlement
earpings other than reducing completed
projects when recalcutating entitlement

edrnings.

STATE:

*Regular $39,963,433
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$73.865,604
$24,626,625

Growth
Regular Advance
Low Wealth Funding $13,749,797

Note: Constitutional Amendment 2,
which passed on the Nov. 3, 1998 ballot,
will relegate capital cutlay for growth to
the last of five priorities. This program
may be funded only if the top three prior-
ities are fully funded. Assuming
increased costs for Pre-Kindergarten and
HOPE scholarship, the probability of
technelogy and growth funding may be in
jeopardy. Transferring growth to the reg-
ular entitlement program and increasing
the level of entitlement to $250 million
will better serve facility needs in
Georgia.

PAGE 2

Educators (PAGE) is a nonunion, pro-

fessional association with more than
48,000 members in every school system in
Georgia. PAGE foundation sponsors programs
of academic competition ard promotes careers
in education through student organizations and
schojarships. Below are PAGE's leglslauve pri-
orities for the year 2000.

Te Professional A.\socgion of Georgia

School Climate )
Require school districts to include in discipline
policies/codes of student conduct the provision
that anyone making threats of violence against
students or school personnel is guilty of a
reportable offense which will result in suspen-
sion, counseling, and appropriate intervention.
Increase funding to expand the altemnative
school program; -
Fund school counselors at a ratio of 1:400
(K-12). ’

Instruction

Provide funding to lower the pupil-teacher ratio

in kindergarten to 14:1, in grades 1-3 to 15:1,

grades 4-5 to 20:1, grades 6-8 to 22:1, and

grades 9-12 to 22:1, and fund facilities to.

accommodate the additional teachers (phase in
over a five-year period);
Provide funding for art, music and physical

i

O e ) /R

State: over $192,000, 000 education teachers (K-8) at the rate of one of
— I!ecatur Flrst_ . _Come
__ United Methodist _] Worshi
- Church R — P
Thomas A. Green, Sr. Minister With Us
: ‘ 205 Sycamore
Sunday Services Street
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Downtown
Becatur D o
Sunday School mbytgﬁan ‘c:rgu?;?smeﬂm
For all ages at 9:45 a.m. Church 404/313.1171
Youth Activities Sunday School ~ 9:00 a.m.
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Sunday Moming Worshlp - 10:15 am.
. Sunday Chapel Service ~ 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Youth Meeting ~ 6:00 p.m.

300 E. Ponce de Leon Avenue

Downtown Decatur » 404-378-45:41

Dr. Jasper N. Keith, Pastor
Rev. Beverly Brigman. Assoclate Pastor

‘m Ly ‘ ,;
B;;{’/ Leig ”!;SI%t

£
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each per 345 students (phase in over a five-year
period).

Peorsonnel .
Provide for optional retirement with full bene-
fits after completing 25 years of creditable ser-
vice in the Georgia Teachers Retirement
Systern;
Increase the state base salary scale to ensure
that Georgia teacher salaries reach and remain
above the national average and lead the
Southeast; add a step to the state teacher salary
scale to extend salary steps through 30 years;
Fund improved salaries and retirement benefits
of educational support personnel in the Public
School Employees Retirement System; '
Fund nurse in every school.

Accountability
Suppornt development of a statewide student
information system including funding for a data
entry personnel; o
Support increased funding for the Pay for
Performance Program;
Support the Fair Dismissal Act;
Oppose diverting public tax dollars to pnvaie
schools for K-12 education,

. PAGE Positions
SUPPORT...
= transfer of full experience from one school
System 1o another for all personnel;

Buriekio"w

1880°5 - 1930'S
N

“CALL FOR FREE REPORT
“DISCOVER YOUR BECATUR BUNGALOW”

§04-847-6648

SELLING IN DECATUR SINCE 198¢

RIRIAM KATHORA

PP

» funding to cover the cost of personnel benefits
due to the stale salary increase;

* alternative means for fundmg public
education.

» full funding to provide duty-free lunch for ele-
mentary teachers;

« the continuation of & funding incentive for the
implementation of the Middle School Concept.

OPPOSE...

*+ using Geotgia lottery proceeds to supplant
existing resources for educational purposes and
programs;

* collective bargaining, legalized meet and con-
fer, legalized permissive professional negotia-
tions, binding arbitration, strikes, sick-outs,
school closings and other militant tactics. .

PAGE Programs
The PAGE Foundation sponsors programs of
academic competition and promotes careers
in education through student organizations
and scholarships:
« STAR Program
* Academic Bow] for Middle Grades
* Georgia Academic Decathlon
* Future Georgia Educators (FGE)
* Student Professional Association
of Georgia Educators (SPAGE)
Mrs. Jan Goodloe, a City Schools of Decatur
educator, is the 1999-2000 PAGE president.

* MONDAY Team Trivia Night!

* TUESDAY FREE Pool for Ladies!

* WEDNESDAY $5.00 per hour Pool
* SUNDAY Guinness Specials

Twains

Billiards & Tap
211 EAST TRINITY

PLACL

DOWNTOWN
DECATUR

= 404/373-0063
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SPECIAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

JANUARY 6, 2000

Decatur High School will inaugurate its Parent,
Teacher, Student Association. All parents and
guardians are invited to become Charter
Members and paricipate in the educational
future at Decatur High School. Membership
dues will be $5. 7 p.m. For further details, call
the main office at *

404/370-4420.

JANUARY 10

Workshop for  Children:  Noguchi
“Playscapes” in Piedmont Paric Children will
visit “Playscapes” and retum to the Michael C.
Carlos Museurm to design and construct models
of their own playscapes. 1:30 p.m. to 345 p.m.
Tate Room, Caros Museum on the Emory
Campus, 571 South Kilgo Street. $10 Museum
members, Emory faculty and staff, $12 non-
members. 404/727-4282,

JANUARY 13 )

Inauguration of Or. Larry D. Large, 15th
President of Oglethorpe University. Installation
ceremony begins at 2;15 p.m. at Dorough
Fieldhouse. 404/364-8461.CHILDREN

JANUARY 16

Workshop for children ages 8 to 12
“Transformations” and Ancient Amencan Arl.
Ancient American societies shared a close rela-
tionship with the natural world and reverence for
the envionment. 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Tate Room of
the Caros Museum on the Emory Campus, 571
South Kilgo Street. $8 Museum members,

Emory faculty and staff, $10 non-members.
Pre-register with a credit card by calling
404/727-0519. Information, 404/727-4282,

DeKalb Symphony Children’s Concert under
the direction of Thomas Anderson. Monica
Kaufman will host and namate this one-hour
concert featuring the orchestra, Atlanta dance-
works, Magician Paul Sponaugle and Juggle
Camie McQueen. 3 p.m. Georgia Perimeter

College Clarkston Campus Gymnasium. $5 at

the door, $4 in advance. 404/299-4341.

JANUARY 25 & 26 .
Nikki Giovanni Poetry Reading. This outspo-
ken African American author, poet and activist
has received honorary doctorate degrees from
numerous universities such as Smith College
and University of Maryland. Tuesday at 8 p.m.
Presser Hall of Agnes Scott College. Admission

- is free but a ticket is required. 404/471-6870.

JANUARY 27 THROUGH 30

Tina Tumer will headiine and the Smothers
Brothers will host Super Bowl 34 in the Georgia
Dome on Sunday, Jan. 30. Performers include,
Travis Trifl, the 125 member Georgia Mass
Choir and the Georgia Tech Marching Yellow
Jacket Band. Faith Hilt will sing while Briarlake
Elementary School Signing Choir, a group of 12
people ranging in age from nine 1o 12 years sign
the National Anthem. A pertion of the show will
be talevised live on ABC, Theme Park lickets
are $15 for adults, $10 for children 12 and under,
and permit entry for a particular day and time,
Tickets are available at the gate beginning 1/27
or through Ticketmaster at 404/249-6400.

—¥o find out how traditional medicine can combine
" with alternative medicine for a healthier
. you, attend The Weliness Center open

OpEN HOUSE

house, The Wellness Center will introduce its 2 pm. w0 4 pm.
new and expanded line of comprehensive Saturday, February 5
services. DeKalb Medical Center
Demonstrations and mini-lectures will Professional Building
teach you how focusing on all aspects of your 2665 N. Decatur Road
health — mind, body and spirit -— can Decatur
enhance your daily life. Meet the practitioners Refreshments & Tours
and experience these services firsthand.
 DEMONSTRATIONS/EXHIBITS LECTURES
Ngf{iﬁén . Yoga : " - Exploring Soy
Herbal Medicine  Healing Touch Mind/Body
Feng Shui Arthritis Care Feng Shui )
Exercise Feldenkais® Herbal Treatments |
Massage Therapy  Reiki i for Cold and Flu = -
Sports Medicine  TaiChi ™ | :

For more information; call 404-501-WELL(9355).

The Wej]ness Center

‘%m Medicat Cartker an
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You Make

Decatur First.

"~ 1120 Commerce Dr. ¢ Decatur, GA 30030 » 404/373-1000

ANNOUNCEMENTS

JANUARY 13

Speak Up For A Child. DeKalb County CASA
{Court Appoinled Special Advocate} Winter
Training Informational. If you are at least 21
years of age, care about children who suffer
from abuse and neglect, and willing to devote 32
hours to being trained, contact Angela Hil,
Training Coordinator 404/292-5800. 7 p.m.
DeKalb Juvenile Court, 3631 Camp Circle,
Decatur.

JANUARY 18, 2000 DEADLINE

FY2001 Program Guidelines from the Georgia
Council tor the Arts are now available. Contact
Georgia Council for the Arts, 260 14th Strest
NW, Suite 401, Aflanta, GA 30318. Phone
404/685-2787.

JANUARY 21 THROUGH 30

2000 Girl Scout Cookie Sale. Customers will
have a chance to choose from eight Girl Scout
favortes. All proceeds fund troop and council-
wide activities.

FEBRUARY 5

The Community Center of South Decatur will
be having a breakfast meeting to introduce new
upcoming community programs (tutoring, neigh-
bor helping neighbor, etc. and an update on the
re-development of the old Scottish Rites

Hospital. Everyone is invited. 10 a.m. serving

colfee and donuts. Community Center of South
Decatur, 317 Hill Street in the Oakhurst
Community. For additional information, call
404/378-6346.

Fossett Realty Has Added
a Few New Smiling Faces!

Nat Kang John Randall Ruth Golley
Ruth McCann Nora Levesque Larry Fossett
_Jill Fossett Melitta Lewitin
"You've got even more
neighbors in the know!"

Gty

Fossett Realty
404-377-0116

DEADLINE FEBRUARY 7

DeKalb County Board of Registrations and
Efections applications are now being taken for
a two-year- member-at-large posilion to be
appointed by the other four members of the
board. Applicanl must be a registered voter in
DeKalb County. The Board is responsible for the
conduct and certification of all elections and all
voter registration in the county. Board meetings
are held on the fourth Wednesday of each
month, during election time, and on other occa-

sions as needed. Submit a resume with a letter

of application to: Board of Registrations and
Elections, 4380 Memorial Drive, Decatur, GA
30032 or by fax 1o 404/298-4038. The deadiine
is Monday, February 7 at 4:30 p.m.

JANUARY 29

Open House at Decatur Montessori School.
All are welcomed to tour the school, whose sys-
tem was names atter the first female physician
in Italy, Dr. Maria Montessori. Programs are for
children from six weeks of age an is an All-Day,
year-round school. Tour hours are 10 am. 10 2
p.m. Decatur Montessori School, 1429 Church
Strael. 404/370-0620. ‘

CLASSES, CONFERENCES
& SEMINARS

JANUARY 10

Book discussion: “A Reporter's Life” by Walter
Cronkite will be the topic. 7:30 pm. The
Original DeKalb Great Books Discussion Group,
Toco Hil-Avis G. Williams Library, 1282
McConnell Drive. 404/679-4404. ’
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WEEK OF JANUARY 10

Senior Leisure Express Classes begin at the
Mason Mill Center for Special Popuiations, Call
about class availability 404/679-5917.

JANUARY 12

“The ‘Phoney’ War: Rote Learning vs.
Critical Thinking” by Roger Shattuck will open
the inaugural symposium: “Celebrating the
Liberal Arts: Making a Life and Making a Living.”
12:30 p.m. Conant Peromming Ars Center.
Free. 404/364-8461,

JANUARY 17 THROUGH MARCH 13

Life Enrichment Services inviles adults age 50
and over to attend their winter classes. All class-
es are held at either Oak Grove United
Methodist Church , 1722 Qak Grove Road or
the Mack Love Center. Complete information
on courses is availabie at the Mack Love Center,
1340 McConnell Drive, Decatur. Call the Center
for more information 404/321-6960.

MEETINGS

Kiwanis Club meets every Monday for lunch
with a speaker at Petit Auberge noon to 1:15
pm.  Kiwanis is an Intemnational Civic
Organization dedicated to the local community.
Activities include developing future community
{eaders by sponsoring Key Club of Decatur and
Lakeside High School; Builders Club Renfroe;
Circle K Agnes Scoit Coliege. Call PamHughes
for more information 404/378-0222.

The AARP Decaturite Chapter 3122 meets the
third Tuesday of each month at 11 a.m. at the
First United Methodist Church in Decatur, 300
East Ponce de Leon Avenue. Lunch is $4.50
and all eligible seniors are cordially invited to
come and join the fun and fellowship.

For further details, call 404/373-1771.

Saturdays

DeKalb Republican Breakfast Forum.
Hasted by Senator Jim Tysinger. 8 a.m. DeKalb
Republican Headquarters, Embry Hills
.Shopping Center, 3583 "G" Chamblea-Tucker
Road. 770/451-4174.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

JANUARY 6

LCity of Decatur Planning Cormmission.
_7:30 p.m. City Hall, 509 N. McDonough St.
404/371-4102.

JANUARY 6, 11, 13, 18, 20

The Budget Review Committee of the
DeKalb County Board of Commissioners will
begin reviewing the proposed 2000 budget.
Meetings will be held in the Finance
Department conference room.on the sixth
floor of the Malcof Center located at 1300
Commerce Drive, Decatur. Tuesdays at 2
p.m. and Thursdays at 1 p.m,

JANUARY 11

Decatur Board of Education. 7:30 p.m. Madia
Center, Decatur High School, 310 N.
McDonough St 404/370-4420,

JANUARY 12

DeKalb Democrat Breakfast Club. For details
contact Party Chair, Jermy Hegstrom c/o DeKalb
County Democratic Party, P.O. Box 837,
Decatur, GA 30031.

" JANUARY 17

City of Decatur Commission Meeting. 7:30
p.m. City Hall, 509 N. McDonough St
404/371-4102.

JANUARY 31

Avondale Estates City Commission. 7:30
p.m. City Hall, 21 N. AvondalePlaza
404/204-5400.

VOLUNTEERS
The DeKalb Rape Crisis Center (DRCC)

needs volunteers. A twenty-five hour training
class is provided which begins January 22. For
more information, calt 404/377-1429, Leave
your name, address and telephone number.

Decatur Cooperative Ministry is seeking
interested volunteers to help in a number of
areas: teaching financial management class-
es to our clients (training provided for this);
helping to establish a speaker's bureau; to

“answer phones at our main office or at our

South DeKalb office; to provide meals or
childcare for our Family House support group
meetings; to help transitional housing clients
make the move to permanent housing; and to
assist with fundraising events, including the
Garden of Eatin’, the major fundraiser usual-
ly held in September. For further information,
call Rosemary Queen al 770/381-7254 or
404/377-5365.

The American Red Cross, Metropolitan
Atlanta Chapter has many volunteer opportu-
nities. available including: working on Blood
Drives, Caseworkers to Disaster victims and
emergency communications to U.S. military
and their families, Disaster Action Team - first
on-the-scene contact with disaster situations,
Health and Safety Instructors, Office
Volunteers with a variety of skills, and Youth
Services Instructors. These and many more
opening all available to all interested people.
For more details, contact Jeannette David at
404/296-0505.

LASSIFIED

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST needed at
law offices at 119 East Maple Street in
downtown Decatur. Call Susan Eliis at
404/377-5531 for details.

AUTO".

Learn How 1o Negotiate Your Own Car’

Deal & SAVE $1000s, Guaranteed
" Results. CALL 770-942-INFO

FOR RENT
OFFICE space for lease near DeKaIb
Farmer's Market. 2 large, bright rooms,
- Bathroom & Sterage. Very nice; MUST
SEE. $4850/mo.. including utilities..
404/373-7094. -

FOR SALE
Historic Avondale brick home, 3 BR, 2 BA,
Living Room/Dining Room combo, Den,
large Kitchen with breakfast area, hard-
wood floors throughout. Detached two-
car garage, unfinished basement. 16
Berkeley Road, near Lake. $249,900.
- Call Ann at Nationwide Real- Estate
Group, 404/294-8214. Open Houses on
1/2 and 1/16 between 1 - 3 p.m.

HELP WANTED
Atlanta Habitat for Humanity seeks candi-
dates for  Development/Fundraising

Administrative Support Position. Candidates

ADVERTISING

www.uinversaladvertising.com or call 404/371-8878

must have exceptional written and oral commu-
nication skills and at least one year of expen-
ence in donor database management, Other
computer skills a plus. Public relations and spe-
cial events support experience also a plus.
Send resume and three references and two writ-
ing samples to: Administrative Support Position,
Alanta Habitat for Humanity, 519 Memorial

" Drive, SE., Aanta, GA3031? or fax to; 404/223-

5103.

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST needed at law
offices at 119 East Maple Street in downtown
Decatur. Call Susan Ellis at 404/377-5531 for
‘details.

‘PET MINDERS is hiing part-time PET SIT-
TERS/DOG WALKERS. Animal lovers who are
responsible, reliable and conscientious are
needed. Some weekend work required. Call
404.315.1155.

GEMINI COUNTERTOPS need people who
take pride in their work to fabricate and install
counterlops. 404/237-1553.

Part Time SPERM DONORS NEEDED! f you
are an educated, healthy male who would like to
make extra money while helping others, call
Xytex today at 404-881-0426. . )

MUSIC
Fred Brown Piano Service. Tuning, Regulation,
Repair. PTG Associate Member. Email:
forown3 @ mindspring.com or 404/373-2784.

Piano tuning, repairs, rebuilding. "Piano for
sale/rent. Lessons by a patient caring teacher.
404/378-8310.

POOL MANAGER

Venetian Pools, a community swim
club serving Atlanta's Emory-
Decatur area, seeks a General
‘Manager for its year 2000 season.
Our 500-member club has a cham-
pionship youth swimming team,
summer day camp for children and
other activities of a family-oriented
community group. Responsibilities
inciude hiring and supervision of
lifeguards; pool maintenance; and
health/safety regulations. Send
resume before<1/20/2000 to Henry
Blumberg, C/O Venetian Pools,
P.O. Box 3151, Decatur, GA
30031-3151 or email to:
hblumbe @ emory.edu. For more
information call 404-616-6145.

. spaaker in the think tank, reframing how we leam for the

-§ The Crab reformats traditions in closeness where new indi-

a5 the tai-minded arbiter of the higher vibrational transfor-

".{ aena of earthly matters, as you become the captain of

%madmm(wﬂ 370-1118.
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Inferpretations

Capricom (12721 - 1720}

Happy Birthday, darling
Capricom. As the Father:
Christmas of the Zodiac as well
as Father Time, the first day of
the Year 2000 is devoted to
The goddesses of love and
imagination  Venus  and
Neptune smile down to remind
you to dream, imagine and
love. These will be the key-
stones for you in the Year 2000.

Realty and possibiiity make

Cathy Burroughs
beautiful music fogether! The New Moon in your sign on the
6th says ‘Ready, Steady, Gol' And hang on 1o your hat for
the Lunar Eclipse of the 20-21st when finances will rock.

Aquarius (1/21-2/18): The futwre is here and # is yours. You
harald in the age when humanity begins & kve up to its opt-
mat potential with you at the forafront, showing the rest of us
how it's done. Falaiul partnerships ane now fusing your les-
son of detachment and freedom with your polar opposite
Leo’s lesson in passion and salf-expression. On the new
moon of the 6th, you'll draam abott . On the Lunar eclipse
of the 20th, it will becoma a manitast reality, changing you
ireparably! So get used to the “We" word.

Pisces (mo-sm):‘mmnmkshaﬂnhaﬂmm.'
Your vision for the future and for your path is so powerhu,
helping to reshape the society’s vision of meaningful work.
Global in consciousness, inernationa) in scope, you are
carving out a wonderful mode! tor & world where people can
fulhill their dreams and be prosperous and happy 100. On the
nigw moon of the Bth, your authority is acknowledged, By the
intense Wnar ectipse of the 20th, your contribution to the
changing vahies regarding personal fulfilment in daily kfe
and work will be paipably feft. '

Aries (321 - 420): As the pioneer of the Zodiac, you break
new ground in the area of group consciousnass and the
freadom of people to actively pursue their new futuristic aspi-
rations. Asﬂ'nepamﬁrderorﬂ"emara,youareperwved

way for love, friendship and wondrous creativity on the funar
eclipse of tha 20th.

Taurus (4721 - 5/20): Lovely sensucus one, you reformat the
cutture’s refationship to materiaism in the coming era. You
support those that may be afraid and open the portals to a
naw approach 1o love and travel, both globally and infimate-
ly. Extraordinary and unexpected careers unfold with evary
elament you'd ever wanted, but been afraid to ask for, Who

you would end up being such a revolutionary! And
stil so loved, especially around the lunar edliipse of the 20th.

Gemint (/21 - 6/20): New horizons in education and trave!
mark the spirit of your entry into the Millnnium. The naw
mocn of the 6% brings new serousness to the malm of conr
mitment and commerce as you may be imbued with the
atthority to handle others monetary interests in the coming
year. By the 20th, you will shine in the spofiight as a keynote

coming epoch.

Cancer (6/21 - 7/21). You breathe frash air into the trad-
tional approach to family and closeness in the coming era.

viduality is emtwaced and honored in parinerships. The new
moon of the 6th marks the ceremonial expression of thig
new trand. Tha lurar eclipse of the 20th signals a creative
response to finances to back up this kinship paradigm you
are shaping.

Leo (7/22 - 822). You are the fansiomner of the " and
"Thou" paradigm for the new era and you handle this new
assignmant with passion, finesse and flair. You are reward-
ad on the rew mooh of the Bih for your rew tound wisdom
in the arena of others points of view with new authority. On
the lunar eclipse. of the 20th, any oid ego habits wl be
releasad into a higher vibrational frequency that will serve us
all well into the new fabric of our society through your exam-
ple.

Virgo (8723 -423): You are the groul creator of
the new approach to daily work and health that will be the
amblem of the epoch, Virgo. New creative authority is yours
for tha year 2000 as you come into your exacutive mantie on
the naw moon of tha &th, Seif-love is no longef & stranger as
manifested on the kmar eclipse of the 20th and that will
make all the dfference, -

Libra (923 - 10/22): You shape the model for the new mar-
riage of the coming era, whera both parties get to tulfil their
respactive dreamns and mairtain thelr own individuakty in the
loving security of their shared commitment The dialog
begins on tha new moon of the 6th, shaping the plan for
more fluid gender and pareral roles. The eclipse of the 20th
marks you as the spokesparson for the new
friendshipfromancs maodel of the future.

Scorpic (10/23 - 11/21): Youarebtmamwrelaﬁmsh’p
to power that is not based on power strupgles. With your
new wisdom, the new moon of the 6th will infiate your reign

mationat dynamics of open dialog. From now on, the home
wili be a'place where individuality is nourished and you wilt
be the inspired leader of the land where this is possile. The
ecipse of the 20th will mark this new era.

Sagittarius (11722 - 12/20): As tha visionary of this new
chapter, the powerful healing and awakening you expert-
ence now will prepare you for your jouney into this century,
You are opening to the power of the individual to heal, o
open spirtually, lo experience adventures, o manidest
dreams and to create a global community among marny dif-
ferart nations. Your destiny as a spiritual leader for these
tmes will first be tested on the new moon of the 6th in the

material resources. By the total eclipse of the moon on the
20th, it will Decome clear that you have access to the infor-
mation required 1 help faciitate the continuing transition.

Cathy is a professional astrologer, (3ot reader and psyctic
with an international clentela who kves in Decatur, She can

%
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by Jacqéfm Pardue

o you dye your hair? Have breast

implants? Wear short skirts or spiked

heels? Dress your daughter in pink and
son in blue? Would you break all of your chil-
dren’s toes except the largest? Put a 2.2 pound
brass collar on your five-year-old's neck?
Recently, Agnes Scott students taking a course
on Women, Health, and Society found the
answet o these questions was — yes.

Students explored the affects of social pres-
sure surrounding women's appearance and how
that affects their well-being. They also studied a
range of health-related subjects including
women and AIDS, biased anthropology, genital
mutilation, homeopathy and healers, health
information on the web, and the history of birth
control. Last week they publicly exhibited their
semesler research projects in a seminar called
“Our bodies for ourselves.”

The most prominent topic concerned body
image. Although blonde, tan, and ultra thin is
popular in the U.S. other cultures adopt different
images of the perfect women.

“These projects are important because
women enddnger their health for society’s ideal
body image,” said Cassandra Perkins whose
project is titled “Dying to be Beautiful.” Perkins
began her project as a survey of “perfect” female
bodies in non-Western cultures. However,
“once | started examining the drastic lengths
women go to in other cultures, it occurred to me
that they were not much different than the eating
disorders and cosmetic surgery which are ram-
pant in American society.” She was surprised to
discover that women around the world undergo
painful, debilitating and possibly lethal proce-

REALTY 'WORLD'

BROKER NETWORK

dures to ensure their status as a beauty regard-
less of ethnicity, economic status, religion, or
nationality.

In Asia, for example, a common gradua-
tion gift is eye surgery. This entails exchanging
the slated-look of the Asian eye for a more
European round eye. Although common, this
surgery is complicated and women chance

. scars, infections and losing their vision for this

western look.

Surgery in Brazil holds similar conse-
quences, she discovered. The popularity of
small breasts and large hips leads women to pay
large sums to untrained doctors for plastic
surgery. Since Brazilian laws do not require
physician licensing, many of these women risk
disfigurement.

Some body changing traditions are mow
profitable businesses. For instance, in Burma,
the necks of some Padaung girls are encased in
2 pounds of brass rings at age five. As they
grow, the collars are slowly increased to 11
pounds. The elongated necks of these women
encased in brass have become such a tourist
attraction that the Thailand government now
sponsors “giraffe women” zoos, (a slang term
found in reference materials used to describe the
practice). Because they can eam more money
posing for tourists than in the fields, some

" women voluntarily wear the brass rings around

thetr necks.

Many elderly Chinese women still suffer
from the foot binding they underwent as chil-
dren. By the time a girl tumned three-years old,
all her toes but the first were broken. The feet
were then wrapped tightly in cloth strips to pre-
vent them from growing larger than 3.9 inches.
Binding, originally a symbo! of wealth meant

d of lefer‘ences __
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that the family could afford to have a child who
wasn’t required to work for the family to sur-
vive. Today, elderly women whose feet were
bound have bone density problems that lead to
osteoporosis and arthritis.” Many can no longer
squat, a movement that is particularly impGrtant
to toileting and other daily activities in China.

Another student, Jernifer Flinn, whose pro-
ject included an historical compatison between
Japanese and American women’s bodies said,
“Since idealized body images for a culture are
based on what the elite and upper classes look
like, they change through time and history as the
activities and health of the elite do. 1 raised the
questions: Whose body is beautiful? Why? How
do we decide? Ideal body images for a culture
do not manifest spontaneously. They evolve
along with society and reflect its values. But
whose values is it reflecting”” she asked.

In Medieval and Renaissance Europe
upper class women were not required to perform
manua) . labor. Therefore, plumpness and light

_ skin represented the ‘perfect’ body becavse it
reflected privilege. Likewise in Japan during the.

Jomon and Yamato period, round faces and pale
skin were admired because it denoted a
woman's wealth. Later, when the kimono devel-
oped and became popular, slender women were
‘admired because they could fit into the small
cylindrical dress.

When both the American and Japanese
economies evolved to a dependence upon indus-
try rather than agriculure, voluptuousness was
popularized by socialites who were active, but
not so much that they would lose their curves
and soft skin. By the mid-twentieth century as
wealthy women had time for and were allowed
10 participate in sports and other strenuous activ-

¥ bout Beauty

This photo was found on an
internet site advertising travel in
" Asia after typing in the phrase
© “giraffe women”.

ities, the popular ook evolved once again into an
admiration for thinness.

To find out more information on intema-
tional women’s health issues visit their site at
www.mindspring.com/~sphiend/ricca.  For
information on general women's health, the pro-
ject participants suggest: the National Women's
Health Network (womenshealthnetwork.org,)
Health Web (www.healthweb.org), and Eves

- Garden (www.evesgarden.net).

The Darrell Card Team
Redalty World Atlanta

Darrell's Team Has Moved
To The Wachovia Building.






