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RY 20, 2004, STATE*_EQ Y HEDY EPSTEIN OCW BEHALF OF
OUIS. MO BRANCH W A}MEH SINTERNATICHAL
FORPEACE ANI F‘{"’EEUM {WILPF, 438 No. Skanker, 5t
ouls, MU 63112, ATTHE DEPARTHMENT GF ENERGY BEARING IN
IS. MO OH DISPOSAL GFSPENTHUCLEAR FUEL ARD
T-LEVELRADIGACTIVE WASTE ATYUCCA MODUNTAIN,

psteln, am speakma on behalf of the over 200 members of the 5t
i i1 of Wornen's internabional Leagoe for Peace and Freedom

Many members of WILPF vemember how, mthe 19505, the Atomic Energy
Compmssion assured us that nuclear veactors would be "safz, clean and cheap.
'i'ﬂdav we tace the hornble veahity that they are “hazardous, dirity and expens-
® Let'stace it the developers of nuclear reactors realiy did not understand
fhe monsters they were creatmg. Thas, we wnll pay fore ther ignorance and
misjudgernent and the govermment’'s comphctiy for the vest of our hves.

Perosal of the Draft Environmental Impar:i Statement shows how irzcredib‘l}l
complex the Yucca Mountain cepository would be. To s credit the T GE does
not provnse 10024 safety. SHI the tncertambies are obwious m such statements

as thesa:

51

_Design of the repository enll contome to evolve ™ $-20

.. Ihe sysiem Wil herp retard ihe release of radioaciive waste material
to the accessible emviironment for long periods..” §5-13

Incertamty m the analyses and findmgs..* 5-30

... 5ome of the studies are ongomng and some of the miormation is -
complete ¥ 5-30

_..In the distant future ground water would contam small quantities of
vadionuchdes and chewacally tooc substances. ” 5-42

E

Therefore we recommend that ttme should be taken to make very sure that no
more such uncertamhies exist before proceedmg.

In 1998 the 5t Lows ity Board of Aldermen passed a vesolihion, stating that
5t Lowms wmas not prepared for an accrdent and that nothing should move wumtil
there s a permnanent burnal siie m operation.

Accordmag to a statament by the Aftornev General's office m Hevada:

The current stockpile of spent nuclear tuel rods wall requre 758 wallion
contamer yles.

The transport contamers snll vequice 10 080 tram loads, phas 28,000 truck
leads of laghly contarnmated spent fueis.
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AR of thas mnakes me, makes ns feel very msecure. It 1s not known whe would
be hable f there is an accudent and who would be responsible tor cleanmg up.
Is it the fire department. the pohce? And accidents do happen, wniness the
raibroad accident mneachy Belleville, 1L earhier this meek, where 15 freight
cars, each carruma 130,008 pounds of coal, lett the track, causing a house to
come off #s fomdaton. Other concerns we have. Shouald the Unied Statss
amass over 70,000 matric tons of agh level radioactve wwaste m one Jocation?
Do we, as othzens, want trams and trucks, with armed escorts, carrymg hagh
level radivactive wasts on our lnghways and ratfroad tracks darmg the 30

vears of transport, wesohvmg 43 statas?

g e

[[At the very least no shipment should eccur unil the earthguake prone Yucca

Moartam site has been approved and the cepository has been valt and 15 m
operation.] Transport risks volve. Accidents from tire, deraitmg, colhsions,
natural catastrophtas, as well as sabotage and terrorism.

Because St Louis 15 centrally located, t 15 on several of the proposed tram and
truck rouies, §-22 and §-23. 1t is estimated that a shipments would fravel
through 5i. Lowts on an average of every other day for 30 years. 79 of the 163
aperatmg commercial nuclear power reactors are loacted east of the

Mississipi rrver. Therefore we suggest that before proceedma with shiprnerts,

_ ¥

vouies through unpopulated areas, which bimpass large ciies, be developed.

We want to reramd the Commission that the Nuclear Waste Pohoy Act
{(NWPA] requires the Comvmssion to adopt a tmal Envrrormental Impact
Statement [E15). to the extent prachicable as part of the Commission’s decision
makmg hcense apphoation.

In conchusion, I juost want to simply state. The miormation contamed m the
Draft Ewaronimental Impact Statement, clearly demonstrates how hazaedous
and msecure the entive process of disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high level
radivactive waste 1s, begmmmg with the contamers, through fransportation and

fmal vepository.
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