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My name is Steve Erickson. Tlive in Salt Lake City. Irepresent Downwinders. We're the West's
oldest organization dealing with radiation issues In the West, and of course I have many dealings with the
Department of Energy and its predecessor, the Atomic Energy Commission, over those years.

We'd note that the track record has been less than satisfactory for the people of the state of Utah.
Also, of course we intend to submit more detailed written comments, sO I'll be very brief this morning.

One, I want to make it clear that we find it to be not only most interesting but most disappointing
that we haven't heard today from any of the members of the Utah congressional delegation. Since Utah
under this scenario would see the most miles of transportation of spent fuel rods and casks of any state in the
nation, we believe that it's irresponsible of our congressional leadership not to be playing an aggressive role
in protecting the health and safety of the people of the state they represent.

It's our opinion that the delegation should be aggressively in tune with the people of the state of
Nevada and their congressional delegation in opposing the proposed Yucca Mountain repository. Instead,
we've seen our delegation essentially support Yucca Mountain and temporary storage at Yucca Mountain
pending the opening of the facility for permanent disposal.

It's almost a bait and switch. We will welcome sending waste to our neighbors in Nevada, but
heaven forbid we should allow that that waste be temporarily stored in Utah. It's our opinion that as
westerners we either hang together or we hang separately. Unfortunately, our congressional delegation

doesn't seem to see that rather clear connection.

There are a variety of problems associated with Yucca Mountain that we have all heard some about
and we'll all hear more about. In our opinion, it is a fatally flawed facility that will not adequately contain
and separate from human contact the materials that we store within the mountain should in fact this program

continue forward.

It's our opinion as well that the transportation of these materials to the flawed facility will needlessly
endanger millions of American citizens and the vast majority of the state of Utah's population. We
recognize that the chances of a disastrous accident on a risk analysis are relatively small; on the other hand,
it only takes one, and we know that there will be accidents. How serious they are is of course something that
no one can predict with any degree of assurance or accuracy. We can simply do calculations where we've
seen the results of some of those calculations in the past, and they have not been pleasant.

I guess I would conclude by saying that the United States currently has a failed policy for storage
and isolation of spent fuel, has a failed policy in dealing with the Class B and C wastes associated with the
nuclear power industry, with the compact system failing right and left as we speak; that it is time for elected
leadership, particularly locally, to take an aggressive position to force a reassessment of both the high-level
and the low-level radiation disposal systems, programs in this country; and until that is done at a policy
level, at the level of the president and executive branch, legislative branch, that this program should not be
proceeding to this stage of environmental review.

We believe the environmental review has been simply a means of justifying the political decision
and that the scientific basis of that review, while extensive, is also ahead of -- or rather it's behind the
environmental process, and that's inappropriate. The review process should be taking place further in the
future when some of the scientific controversies and questions attendant to the facility itself are resolved
satisfactorily.
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That aside, this is still a policy question that needs to be determined at the highest levels of our
government nationally, and it requires that the citizens of this region and this state be actively involved in

forcing that process.

And as to the technical review of the draft EIS, we'll reserve our comments for the written aspect of
this process. Thank you.
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