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February 28, 2000 A Place To Call HNowe

Ms. Wendy R. Dixon, EIS Project Manager

M/S 010

U.S. Department of Energy

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office

P.O. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV 85036-0307

RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for a Geologic Repository for the Disposal
of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain,
Nye County, Nevada

DOE/EIS-0250-D

Dear Ms. Dixon,

The City of Henderson, Nevada has reviewed the above listed Draft EIS for the proposed
nuclear repository at Yucca Mountain. In the course of our review, we identified a
number of concerns that would require significant further study before a finding could be
made regarding the safety and viability of the proposed repository.

In general, we found that:

A. Much of the information used in the study is out of date. Due to the growth rate
and development patterns in the Las Vegas Valley, many areas that were
“remote” in nature in 1990 (the date of most of the information) are now
congested urban or suburban areas. Therefore, none of the impact analyses were
based on accurate information.

B. Critical issues regarding the viability of the site were not thoroughly analyzed in
the EIS. These critical issues include transportation methods and routes, water
availability and power availability. Although these matters were identified as
issues, they were not thoroughly analyzed. For instance, the study does not
thoroughly examine methods of transportation, routes, weather conditions or
security concerns.
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.1 We do not believe that a determination of viability should be made until analyses are

conducted with accurate data and issues critical to the viability of the site are analyzed
comprehensively and thoroughly.

Following are our more specific comments regarding the Draft EIS:

2 1.
3 2.
4 3.
5 4,

“Section 2.1.3.3.1

If nuclear waste is transported to the Yucca Mountain site by legal-weight trucks,
the route will be the northern and southern beltway. The southern beltway goes
through the City. Adjacent land uses include schools and single-family
residences. Security issues, bad weather conditions and emergency response have
not been addressed.

Section 2.1.3.3.2

If nuclear waste is transported to Yucca Mountain site by rail, a new rail corridor
will have to be constructed. There are two options which could impact
Henderson:

a. The Jean Rail Corridor, and
b. The Valley Modified Rail Corridor.

Impacts and consequences were not addressed for either route.

Section 2.1.3.3.3

If nuclear waste is transported to the Yucca Mountain site by heavy-haul truck, it
would include the transfer of nuclear waste from rail to heavy-haul truck. One
alternative would involve the construction of the Sloan/Jean Intermodal Transfer
Station. The transfer station would unload nuclear waste from rail and load onto
heavy-haul trucks. The study does not address the effects of the heavy-haul
trucks on traffic. The trucks move at a rate of 35 mph while the speed limits on
the highways are 65 or 75 mph. How many accidents will this cause? Will the
construction of additional lanes be required?

Section 2.1.3.3.3.2

The heavy-haul trucks would travel north on I-15 from the Sloan interchange.
The trucks would then exit on the beltway and travel northwest to Yucca
Mountain. This route could affect potential annexation areas.
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6 5. Section 3.2.2.1.2

The Valley-Modified Rail Corridor crosses Clark County, which could impact
PM| attainment.

7 6. Section 3.2.2.2.2

The Sloan/Jean Intermodal Transfer Station could impact PM1 () attainment.

8 7. |Section 6.1.1 Impacts of Incident-Free Transportation

States that over 24 years of the proposed action, an estimated 18 latent cancer
fatalities could occur in general populations along transportation route from
radiation exposure under legal-weight truck scenario, and estimated 2 deaths
under rail scenario. With the most heavily traveled routes being through
urbanized areas in Southern Nevada and on congested highways, and the
relatively slow speed of the trucks, there is a higher than normal potential for risk

to our residents. Also, security and emergency response have not been adequately
addressed.

9 8. Section 6.3.3.2.4

There are potential impacts of the operation of the Sloan/Jean Intermodal Transfer
Station on air quality and health which are not addressed.

10 9. Section 10.1.2.5

The construction and operation of the rail and heavy-haul alternative will have
adverse impacts on workers and the general public which are not addressed.

11 10. Section 2.4.4.2

We disagree with the conclusions drawn. The environmental impacts are not
small; they are significant.

12 11. Section 3.1.7

There could be direct and indirect impacts on the City of Henderson in terms of
employment, housings, schools, and parks from the construction of the Yucca
Mountain project.
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13 12.

14 13.

15 14.

16

17 15,

18 16.

19 17.

Section 3.1.8.1

The public health and safety region of influence consists of persons residing
within a 50-mile radius of the repository site. Is this region of influence
adequate?

Section 3.1.11.2

There could be indirect impact on the City of Henderson in providing power to
the Yucca Mountain site from Hoover Dam through Las Vegas to Mercury. The
environmental consequences associated with adding power lines through the City
of Henderson have not been addressed. In recent years, proposals for extensions
and expansions of transmission lines in the City of Henderson have been required
to be buried underground to avoid impacts to the general health, safety and
welfare of our residents and visual impacts to the environment.

[Section 3.2.2.2.11

The implementation of the Sloan/Jean heavy-haul route would impact already
congested roads. Level of service E & F are currently experienced on Sloan/Jean
route.] Emergency response to accidents has not been addressedJ

Section 4.1.2.2.2

There could be radiological impacts on air quality during construction of the
facility.

Section 4.1.3.3

There could be potential impacts on groundwater due to construction, operation,
maintenance and closure of the Yucca Mountain facility.

Section 4.1.6.2.2

The construction and operation of Yucca Mountain facility could impact Clark

County with population increase, increased demand for housing, and schools.
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20 18. Section 4.1.8

The DEIS identifies the radiological results of the Maximum Reasonably
Foreseeable Accident, but does NOT identify what the actual MRFA is in the
body of the DEIS. A detailed description of the MRFA is necessary for any
reasonable planning effort. Furthermore, a description of other accident/ incidents
that are less than the MRFA, but which affect and impact the emergency response
system, are necessary.

21 19, Section 4.1.11.2

There could be indirect impact on the City of Henderson in providing power to
the Yucca Mountain site from Hoover Dam through Las Vegas to Mercury. The
environmental consequences associated with adding power lines through the City
of Henderson have not been addressed. In recent years, proposals for extensions
and expansions of transmission lines in the City of Henderson have been required
to be buried underground to avoid impacts to the general health, safety and
welfare of our residents and visual impacts to the environment.

We thank you for the opportunity to review the Draft EIS and look forward to reviewing
a supplemental EIS which comprehensively addresses our concerns prior to a finding of
suitability.

Sincerely,

Philip E Speight

City Manager

PDS:BR:lw
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