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MR. HERNARD: First of all, thank you for the chance to speak. b@rsonally would like to be against
the repository, but it's not going away. It's a public issue all the way across the nation. If the Martin
Sheens of the world could have their way, we'd shut down the test site, we'd shut down Yucca Mountain,
everything would be peachy keen in the morning when we woke up, but that's not going to happen. The
fact is you're going to have nuclear problems. You've got to figure out a way to consolidate the whole
situation into one place that can be protected and be environmentally safe.

If you shut down the test site, if you shut down Yucca Mountain, a hundred years from now, you will not
have retirement homes on Paiute Mesa. You will not have schools, playgrounds, little kids running
around in Area 6. It will be a controlled facility, no access. It will be secured for eons of lifetimes. We
need to take it beyond the state boundaries. It's a national problem. We need to bring all of the repository
efforts to the front and get everything consolidated into one area.| Thank you.
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