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Doy Seeretary Abraham:

1 am writing regerding the critica: noed to permanently dispose of spant
nusleas fusl fomm ous nation's nuclear energy powerplants. American Electric
Power {(AEF) owns and operates the Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant Unita 1
and 2, which are located in Bridgman, Michigan. The Cook plants have 1,500
empioyees and the electrical output of ever 2,110,000 kilowatts provide
relinble and low cost electricity to over 2,7 million customers i Indiana and
Michigan. AEP takes great pride in meeting our oblization 10 provide safe,
ralizhie and Jow cost electric power to our custornera, | believe itis high time
for the federal govemment to take seriously i obligation to provide a safe,
secure and permanent rapository for out naticns spent nucieur fusl.

Té date, the Department of Energy {DOE) has spent the better part of two
decades and cver 57 billion studving Yucca Mountain. While significant
scientific results hzve been achieved cn this issue, past delays have pat the
faderal reposisory progean. off schedule by more than o decade.

The faderal government's failure to mest its obiigation to dispose of this fuel
exposes 11.8. taxpayers to a potential liahility of 280 billion. We owe it 10 the
American taxpayer and our nation’s wility companies to stand by our
conusLunent to doal with the used nuclear fuel issue. For example, the Cook
Nuelear Plant Units 1 and 2 are licerszd 1o 2014 2nd 2017. While we have
begun preparation for a license rencwal application wilh thie WRC, ws have
enly spert fuel pool capacity until 2012, The time o deal with this isgue is this
year.

Formulation of efisctive epergy policy is urgent and essential 10 oux narion's
future. Sound energy pelicy carnol continue to ignore the issue of nuelear
wagte disposal. We are all in agreement that any Jecision on Yucca Mountain
it be based on sound science. To date, all studies have resulied n
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projections showing that tie proposed repository at Yucea Mountain will be
able to safely contain the radicactive material for 10,000 years or longer. [ am
araware of any technical or scientific issues that will prevent Yucca Mounlain
fror serving &s » permanent repository. Itis therefore imperative that a

decision be made on Yucca Mountzin this year.

{ have taken the liberty of enclosing a copy of AEP’s comments for the Federal
Register on possible site recommendations for Yucts Mountain for your
rEview.

You are in a key position o keep this important issue on schedule to ensure the
timely movernent of used fuel from the nation’s nuclear facitities, Itherefore
urge you 10 make used nuclear fuel disposel one of your highast priorities.

1 iook fortvard to working with you on this and other issues in the muouthis

ahead.

Sincerely,

z R,

E. Linn Draper, Jr.
Chairman, President & CEO
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